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From the Editor

Casting the net more widely

T

his edition of SGS will reach you at the end of another busy and eventful
year at the School, one in which we have learned of the resignation of
Dr Vallance and the appointment of his successor. In this edition we pay
tribute to John Vallance, the eleventh Headmaster of Sydney Grammar School,
and his leadership.
At this time when we are perhaps more conscious than usual of the School’s
historical timeline, I am delighted that ten of our most senior Old Boys
(gentlemen now in their nineties) have contributed some of their most vivid
recollections to an article on life at College Street during the 1930s and 40s.
One thing shines through them – boys never change!
Finally, a number of readers have asked whether SGS magazine has replaced
The Sydneian as the official journal of record of the School. The answer is no.
The Sydneian (publication of which should be fully up to date by next year)
continues in its traditional format and copies may be ordered by contacting
Wendy Scotter at wes@sydgram.nsw.edu.au
With very best wishes to you all from the School.
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Old Sydneians getting together

Jottings
AAGPS Athletics
The 121st AAGPS Athletics Championships, held at
Homebush on 10 September, saw some outstanding
performances by Grammar boys. We congratulate the
following boys who gained places:
Elliot Metcalf (1st in the Under 16 800m Championship
and 2nd in the Open 1500m Championship);
Louis Goldsmith (1st in the Under 13 High Jump
Championship); Luc Jeffriess (1st in the Under 13 800m
Championship); Ben Zhang (2nd in the Under 16 Long
Jump Championship); Damon Wan (2nd in the Under
15 100m Championship and 3rd in the Under 15 Shot
Put Championship); Albert Chedid (3rd in the Under
15 200m Championship); Joshua Smith (3rd in the
Open Shot Put Division) and Finlay Clarke (3rd in the
Under 15 Shot Put Division).

New Headmaster appointed
From the Chairman of Trustees

Dr Malpass meeting
Old Boys in London

Dear Parents, Staff, Old Sydneians and other members of the SGS community,
I am very pleased to announce that Dr Richard Malpass has accepted the
Trustees’ invitation to become the next Headmaster of Sydney Grammar
School.

Luc Jeffriess wins the Under 13 800m

Dr Malpass is an Old Sydneian. He attended the School between 1989 and
1994 before going on to Sydney University to study English and Classics
where he graduated Bachelor of Arts with First Class Honours in 2000. He
then gained a Graduate Diploma in Education from the University of New
England, graduating in 2002, and subsequently returned to Sydney University
to complete his Doctorate of Philosophy in English, graduating in 2007.
Dr Malpass taught at Newington College from 2000 until 2006 before
travelling to the United Kingdom to further his teaching career. He first taught
English at Radley College, Oxford, and was then Head of English at Tonbridge
School in Kent. He is currently Assistant Headmaster (Academic) at Christ’s
Hospital School in Sussex.
Dr Malpass is married to Zarith and has one son, Zachary.

Elliot Metcalf wins the Under 16 800m

Commenting on his appointment, Dr Malpass said, ‘Sydney Grammar School
has always been such a remarkable, excitingly diverse and intellectually
ambitious place I feel honoured to be in a position to guide the School through
the next stage of its development.’
The Trustees have undertaken a comprehensive global search to find the next
Headmaster of Sydney Grammar School and we are delighted that Dr Malpass
has accepted our invitation to take up the position.
Dr Malpass will take up his position at the beginning of the second term in
2017 and will be in Sydney before that time to meet staff, parents and Old
Sydneians.
Yours sincerely,
David Kirk
7 September 2016

Connor Latham clears the bar
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Jottings
Debaters deliver

Young Archies

In the Independent Schools’ Debating
Association (ISDA) competition this year,
the Year 7, 9, 10, Senior A and Senior B teams
all reached the finals. The Senior A team
(pictured) went on to win their division.
In the Eastside Competition the Year 8, 10
and 12 teams made the grand final and Year
10 won their division. The GPS Seconds
and Thirds were outright winners of their
respective competitions along with the 9As
and 8As whilst the 7Cs, 8Bs and 7As shared
first place. Debating Captain Andreas
Orsmond (VI) and Daniel Yim (IV) were
selected for the NSW Schools’ team for the
National Schools’ Debating Championship
in which they placed second to Queensland
in a 4-3 split decision. Orsmond and James
Manton-Hall (VI) were selected in the GPS
representative First team and Yim in the GPS
Thirds.

Portraits by two Edgecliff Prep boys were amongst those recognised by the judges out of 2,249
entries at this year’s Young Archies competition at the Art Gallery of New South Wales.
Oliver Freeman’s drawing of his grandfather (above right) was a finalist in the 9 to 12
year-olds section. Oliver says, ‘I have chosen to depict my grandpa, George. Every Thursday
he catches the train to my school and we talk and laugh as we walk around the park having
afternoon tea, throwing a ball around and playing basketball, not to mention sprinting around
the oval, which, after a head start, he often wins! He is inevitably the highlight of my week.
George is an 86-year-old man who is energetic, kind and friendly and I love him so dearly. I
could not imagine a life without him.’
Joshua Lin’s portrait of his mother (above left) received an honourable mention (9 to 12 yearolds) and was on exhibition at the SH Ervin Gallery alongside the Salon des Refusés exhibition.
‘I have chosen to draw my mother, a bright and bubbly person though calm and peaceful at
the same time. She is the person who is closest to me as she has sacrificed so much time to look
after me and keep me healthy and happy’, says Joshua.

ISDA Senior As (left to right) James Manton-Hall,
Daniel Yim, Wyatt Batt and Andreas Orsmond (front)

Robots, drones and droids
As part of National Science Week, Edgecliff Prep’s
Science Club celebrated with a Robots, Drones and
Droids Expo. Pupils were invited to bring in a robot
and share information about how it worked and
how it is helpful in their everyday lives. There were
a wide variety of robots on display, many of which
the boys programmed themselves. Over 150 boys
attended the sessions which saw robots move on
their own, sensing walls and avoiding obstacles and
others solve Rubik’s cubes, shoot cannons, climb
obstacles or negotiate their way through mazes.
Science Club devotees used the opportunity to
showcase their current ‘GoPiGo’ project to build
and programme a robotic car with a Raspberry Pi
as a ‘brain’ and a ‘line-follower’ sensor to assist as it
drives along a black line. The boys are still working
on programming ‘GoPiGos’ to do more complex
things.

Orlando Clerc with his robot

Sarge calls full-time
After twenty-eight years of dedicated service to Grammar rugby, Greg (‘Sarge’) Bulger has
called ‘full-time’ to his coaching career. Sarge’s approach to coaching is unrivalled and
unorthodox. As those who have been coached by him will attest, boys who enter Sarge’s
teams as boys finish as men. It is no coincidence that Sarge’s teams were usually successful,
due to the boys’ eagerness to impress their coach but also to avoid the honest and direct
half-time appraisals delivered so eloquently by him.
Sarge has been integral to the identity of Grammar rugby. He is idolised by the boys and
this no better epitomised than in his final game when the 16As put on a great display of
running rugby to add one more victory to Sarge’s already impressive tally.
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Greg (‘Sarge’) Bulger

Capturing animals…on paper

Balmoral Burn

In Term II boys in Year Four at St Ives Prep studied a Visual Arts unit combining
experimental drawing with the study of animal anatomy. Each boy was assigned a farm
animal to examine carefully through miniature modelling and photography. Next, the boys
investigated the animal’s appearance by observing its skeletal and muscular structure
through sketching the animal using simple shapes. To get to know the animals further, the
boys completed a series of activities including gestural drawing, blind contour drawing
and speed sketching using a variety of materials including inks, charcoals, pastels and
watercolours applied with a range of tools including brushes and twigs. At the end of the
term classes spent the day sketching live farm animals on the School’s basketball court,
a challenging yet rewarding task as the animals were constantly on the move!

On Sunday 29 May, Grammar entered two
relay teams into the Balmoral Burn Head
of the Hill Relay which this year raised $2.5
million for the Humpty Dumpty Foundation.
Although only 420m in distance, the hill
approaches 30 degrees at its steepest gradient
ensuring that even the best of runners will be
physically exhausted by the end. Grammar’s
First team comprising Jasper Schoff, Alec
Sheldon, Max Glanville and Elliot Metcalf
finished first (for the fifth year in a row)
despite a persistent challenge from one of
Shore’s twenty-one teams. The boys finished
4 seconds clear to take out the trophy for the
fifth year in a row. Grammar’s second team
of Max Davy, Angus McAdam, Fraser Brooks
and Will Yeaman finished third. Jasper Schoff
had a particularly good day; his time of 1:28
was the 7th quickest of all recorded runs
on the day. Another stand-out Grammar
performance was by master and coach, Paul
Corkin, who came 2nd in his age group.

$34,245 raised for Syrian refugees
This year has been a particularly successful year for fund-raising at College Street. The
enthusiasm and commitment of the Prefect body has ensured that their chosen charity, CARE
Australia – the Syrian Crisis, has had a high profile throughout the year. Senior Prefect,
Jason Chami made numerous heartfelt appeals to the boys and raised their understanding
and interest in this humanitarian plight. The effectiveness of the Prefects’ hard work and
the generosity of the College Street community are evident in the final figure of $34,245.54
donated to this cause.
In addition, the Houses continue to support Save the Children, with each House sponsoring
a child in either Nepal, Bangladesh, Ethiopia or the Philippines and First Form boys
supporting a child in Malawi. Through various fund-raising activities a total of $6,065 was
donated this year to help with basic health and education needs. About twenty Form VI boys
have also continued the tradition of supporting Daffodil and Legacy Badge Days by selling
merchandise in Hyde Park and the city.

Mufti Day: in a good cause

Prefects’ barbecue

Jasper Schoff feeling the burn
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Jottings
The common language of music
The School was privileged to host fifteen primary
school students from a remote village in the north-west
of China from 19 to 27 July. The girls and boys were
from San Shan Jing school in Ningxia Hui Autonomous
Region, a semi-desert area where most of their parents
are farmers or labourers.
San Shan Jing school participates in the Spring
Program, directed by Australians Joanne Brooke and
Heath Greville, which gives educational enrichment
through music and English lessons to twenty remote
schools in China. With the help of a grant from
the Ningxia Education Department and generous
donations from some Grammar parents and the Sydney
Chinese community, Jo Brooke led the children on the
long journey to Sydney.
The fifteen children play a western band instrument
(trumpet, trombone, flute and clarinet), and a Chinese
instrument (bamboo flute, a larger wooden flute called
the bawu, the erhu and the yangqin). They also sing
and practise traditional Chinese drumming. Although
our visitors spoke very little English, they bonded with
our pupils through the common language of music.
They also contributed to Chinese conversation classes
and presented a PowerPoint showing their school and
village life. At a School Assembly they performed to
their biggest audience ever, and the School nearly
brought down the roof with appreciative applause
at these children’s drumming prowess. During their
stay renowned conductor and music educator Richard
Gill conducted a morning workshop in the Mackerras
Theatre which was also the venue for a concert with
Sydney-based Chinese students.

Football GPS representatives

Volleyball CIS representatives

Rugby GPS representatives

Representative sporting honours
At the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympic Games, James Medway (OS 2010) was one
of the Men’s Sweep reserves for the Australian Rowing team. At the World
Junior Rowing Championships held in Rotterdam in August, Oliver Schwartz
(VI) was a member of the Australian crew which finished fifth in the Junior
Men’s Coxed IV. Jesse Morris (OS 2015) won the gold medal in the Junior Men’s
Foil event at the South East Asian Fencing championships held in Singapore
in September. Izac Carracher (V) was selected to represent Australia in the
Under 17 Volleyball team. Together with Zenith Hui and Angus Lau (both V),
Herman Feng and Noah Soderlund (both VI), Izac also gained selection in the
NSW Combined CIS team.
In Rugby Alec Sheldon (VI) was selected in the combined GPS 1st XV; Josh
Smith (VI) in the GPS Blue XV (Captain); and Tom Chadwick (V), Daniel
Cheung and William Mallett (both VI) in the GPS Opens as reserves. Nixon
Du, Marcus Showniruk, Cos Stathis and Nick Ward (all IV) were selected in the
GPS President’s Under 16 teams.
In Football Marcus Del Vecchio and Max Glanville (both VI) gained GPS
representative selection.
Henry Pierce and Peter Hummel (both IV) made the combined GPS First
Rifle Shooting team.
Twenty-eight boys gained GPS selection in
Cross Country and Max Davy, Tim Hirsch,
Elliot Metcalf, Rory Wylie and Luke Jeffriess
qualified for the State Championship.
In Fencing Yves Fontaine (IV) was selected
for the NSW A team. Sean Morota-Chu
and Alex Crawford (both IV) were also
selected for the NSW A team (Under 15s)
and in the B team for the Cadet National
Championships.
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Rifle Shooting GPS Firsts representatives

WORKING WITH THE STARS

Queen’s Prize Shoot

First Former Max Philips got a unique acting
opportunity this year when he was cast in
Griffin Theatre’s production of Gloria by
Benedict Andrews. The production, which
ran from 26 August to 8 October at the
SBW Stables Theatre, Kings Cross, starred
Australian actress Marta Dusseldorp in the
title role. In the words of the author, ‘Gloria
depicts an actress in the grip of an emotional
breakdown. Performing onstage, she cannot
distinguish her ‘play’ role from her ‘life’ role.
Through frailty, both become entwined and a
personal calamity ensues.’
Photo courtesy Brett Boardman

In order to increase the ability of Britain’s marksmen following the Crimean
War, Queen Victoria inaugurated the first Queen’s Prize Shoot by offering
250 pounds to the best marksman in Britain. The first long range shooting
match was held at Wimbledon in 1860 and other Commonwealth countries
followed suit soon after. Peter Hummel (IV) (left) was amongst two hundred
competitors for the 140th Australian Queen’s Prize competition held in
September. The first two days of the competition were centred around
300m, 500m and 700m matches, the final day being 600m and 800m.
This posed a particularly difficult challenge for Peter who had never shot
at either 700m or 800m. Peter says: ‘This being my first national level competition, it was a
privilege to represent the School in such a prestigious event. I was fairly pleased with my
results, placing third in my class, collecting two gold medals, two silver medals and the Tyro
Prize, which is awarded to the most proficient novice shooter. I look forward to competing
again next year’.

Bands earn high praise
Early in Term III the Wind Ensemble and Zephyr Winds, conducted by Dr Robert
Busan, took part in the NSW School Band Festival held at the University of NSW.
The festival, held over several weekends, involved over 300 bands and 10,000
musicians from across Australia. Zephyr Winds was awarded a gold rating and
was praised by American adjudicator, Dr Peter Boonschaft, for their exciting
performance and particularly for
their level of cohesiveness. The Wind
Ensemble gave a standout performance
of some incredibly difficult repertoire
in their gold award-winning effort.
Adjudicators, Dr John Lynch from the
Sydney Conservatorium of Music, and
Dr Boonschaft, were effusive in their
praise for the band, commending its
outstandingly musical performance and
display of maturity beyond their years.
Wind Ensemble

Chemistry Olympiad

Mackenzie Shaw (second from left) and
Evan Hockings (far right)

Mackenzie Shaw and Evan Hockings (both VI)
formed half the bronze medal-winning Australian
team at the 2016 International Chemistry Olympiad
which took place in Tbilisi, Georgia from 23 July
to 1 August. Mac and Evan are two of seventeen
contenders from more than 360 schools to win a place
in the teams which comprise Australia’s brightest
student biologists, chemists, physicists and Earth
scientists. Grammar has further made its mark by the
appointment of Mr Trent Wallis (OS 1998), member
of the Science Department at College Street, as mentor
for the Chemistry team.

Max Philips with Australian actress Marta Dusseldorp

TEDESCHI PHOTO COMPETITION
Current School Trustee, Old Boy and
passionate photographer Mark Tedeschi
AM QC once again sponsored and judged
the photographic competition for boys of all
ages in the School. The number and quality
of entries has grown enormously since its
introduction. This year’s winners in the junior
and intermediate divisions were Kiran Apte
(I), ‘Stuck in a book’, and Adam Gottschalk
(III), ‘The dark night’. The theme given by Mr
Tedeschi for the senior division was ‘Isolation’
and the winner was Jagen Yoon (V) for his
photograph ‘Candidature’ (below).
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Jottings
Striking gold
Twenty-one Sydneians gained their Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award this year. On 31
August this year His Excellency General The Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Ret’d),
Governor of New South Wales and Vice Regal Patron of The Duke of Edinburgh’s
International Award (NSW Division), presented the Awards at a ceremony held at St
Stephen’s Uniting Church, Macquarie Street. Pictured below at the morning tea at
Government House which followed were (clockwise from the back): Geremy Yip, Hamish
Ivison, Matthew Suntup, Lachlan
Heathcote, Jules Hobkirk and Nathan
Lam. Other recipients (not pictured)
were Nathan Cheung, Arthur
Chretien, Andrew Downie, Pranav
Kalra, Jacob Klisser, Sam Lawrence,
Terence Leung, Naveen Lingathas,
Justin Mohay, Amitesh Nagaratnam,
Daniel O’Malley, Jeffrey Song, William
Talbot, Vittorio Travan and James
Wilson.

Elevating interview
skills
With many senior boys facing their
first interviews, usually for entry to
medicine or scholarships, ‘Elevate
Education’ ran three interview skills
workshops at the School in September
for boys in Form VI. The workshops
were dynamic and challenging and,
whilst emphasising rapport skills and
hints on interview behaviour, they were
also highly relevant to the interviews
that many boys would soon face. The
workshop leaders were university
students who had themselves been
through similar interviews and so
could share their experiences. All the
boys found the workshops to be very
stimulating and helpful.
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Scooping the pool
This year’s junior age group appears to be one
of the most promising crop of swimmers the
School has seen for some time. Amongst the
many excellent individual results achieved,
the Junior 4 x 50m freestyle relay team has
been particularly successful. Pictured left
to right Nico Love, William Boyden, Ari
Stathis and Gabriel Gorgas (all II), the team
was undefeated during the GPS season
(achieving a new GPS record of 1:48.04 along
the way) and, as GPS representatives, went
on to win their relay event at the All Schools
Championship. At the All Schools Gabriel
also won both the Boys 12-14 100m and 200m
freestyle events – the 200m in a new record
time of 2:01.03.

Malaria project update
A number of budding Form V chemists
continue to assist in halting the ravages of
malaria in the world through their involvement
with the Open Source Malaria project.
Open research projects are guided by open
source principles where ideas and research
information are freely shared; anyone can
contribute as an equal partner and none of
the project outcomes are patentable. The
collaborative research group has been set the
task of finding a simpler synthetic pathway for the antimalarial compound Daraprim. Our
boys are undertaking their component with the assistance of Dr Binns and Dr Sheridan
(Science Department), along with participants from the Chemistry Department of the
University of Sydney.
After hours of refining the reaction conditions to synthesise their target intermediate
compound, the boys have discovered that the separation, isolation and characterisation
of their various reaction products takes an even longer time to accomplish. Nevertheless,
techniques such as low temperature recrystallization (-20°C, within the laboratory freezer)
and column chromatography have yielded beautiful yellow crystals of exceptional purity
that will be used in subsequent reactions.

Jerusalem Quartet violinist
masterclass
Four First Form musicians were extremely
privileged to participate in a Musica Viva
workshop conducted by Ori Kam, violinist
in the world-famous Jerusalem Quartet. Mr
Kam was highly impressed by the level of
musicianship and ability demonstrated by the
boys and said he hoped to hear them again in
the future. Pictured with Ori Kam are Hugo
Hui (Violin 1), Ryan Chong (Violin 2), Daniel
Lin (Viola) and Benett Tsai (‘Cello)

Defence Force lifestyle
This year’s camp took place from 28 June
to 5 July at the RAAF Base, Townsville.
It provided cadets with an insight to
Defence Force lifestyle, including tours of
the base’s operational units. Cadets were
accommodated at Lavarack Army Barracks
and ate in the Soldiers’ Mess. At the RAAF
base the boys visited 452SQN (Air Traffic
Control); 2 Security Squadron Detachment
(Military Working Dogs); No 38SQN (King
Air Fleet); Combat Survival Training School
(Escape and Evasion training) and Army’s No
5 Aviation Regiment (Black Hawk, Chinook
and MRH90 helicopters). At Lavarack Army
Barracks they toured 3rd Battalion, Royal
Australian Regiment (Light Infantry); 2nd
Cavalry Regiment (Armoured Cavalry) and 3rd
Combat Signals Regiment. Amazingly, they
received the rare opportunity for a flight in a
Service aircraft: two hours in an RAAF C-17
Globemaster III. Cadets enjoyed recreational
and social activities too, including visits to
Townsville’s ‘The Strand’, the Museum of
Tropical Queensland and a beach barbecue.

Top economists
Keeping ‘pace’ in
business
The 2016 Australian Business
Challenge saw a record number of
boys participating in this intra-school
competition, which ran throughout
Terms I and II. The boys have to form
companies and make decisions
affecting their firm’s performance in
the marketplace, using a computer
simulation of the economy. It is an
intense learning experience and
includes listening to presentations by
outside experts in the fields of both
finance and marketing. The teams also
have to write a company report, run a
trade display and make presentations
to their rivals. Pictured (left to right) are
this year’s winning firm ‘Pace’ which
produced a new, innovative range of
tennis racquets: Johnny Mouratidis
(Finance), Harry Charlesworth and
Riley Tran (Marketing), Cooper Bartlett
(Operations), Yuta Ito (CEO) and
George Wolf (Finance).

In May this year, twenty-five enthusiastic
Grammar economists entered the UNSW
Australian Economics competition, along
with 4,000 other competitors. As in previous
years, our results were extremely strong in
both the Junior (Form V) and Senior (Form
VI) divisions. In the Juniors, Rohan Patel
and Andrew Wooders were placed in the
top 2%, whilst the Seniors did even better
with Matt Brener, Naveed Fazal Bawa, Finn
Kingston and Ed Smyth all coming in the top
2.5% and Jason Chami in the top 2%. Our
best performer, however, was Nic Couvret,
who was a runner-up. An impressive four
High Distinctions, ten Distinctions and three
Credits were added to our haul.

(Back) Matt Brener, Ed Smyth, Andrew Wooders, Finn
Kingston (Front) Naveed Fazal Bawa, Nic Couvret,
Jason Chami (missing: Rohan Patel)

Martin Rossleigh retires
After 37 years teaching at Edgecliff Prep, Martin Rossleigh
is retiring. Martin was employed by Headmaster Reg
Billing as a Year 4 Class teacher in 1980. He was greatly
influenced by John Morris who was still teaching at that
time and who gave Martin a love of knowledge, the written
word and trivia. He subsequently taught all primary grades
with enthusiasm and dedication. In all, over 850 Grammar
boys have been taught by Martin. In addition, he has
coached ten rugby and twenty-seven football teams. But
it is his passion for cricket for which Martin will be best
remembered. He regularly coached the 1st XI and will
have taken ten cricket tours to Tasmania. Martin helped raise over $500,000 for the MS
Readathon and, as Ritchie House Master, he encouraged boys to earn over $40,000 for
the Fred Hollows Foundation. In addition, Martin has edited the School Newsletter since
1994, helped supervise 69 WOW holiday camps, and been actively involved in 21 trivia
nights and over 120 Gonsleigh quizzes! He has been a very popular and most helpful
member of staff over a long period of time and we wish him well in retirement.
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Jottings

Sportsmaster Mr Curran announcing the winners

Junior winners Chris Choy, Ari Stathis and Max Glen

Sportsmaster’s Awards

New Hall in Lego
The Lego model of the New Hall
continues to progress, although
regrettably it has gone way over budget!
Pieces are bought from various sellers
across Australia and assembled in a
room in South Blacket. The Lego Club
now comprises a group of keen Lego
fans who contribute ideas, as well as
working on their own creations.

Doc Evatt lives on
The United Nations Youth ‘Evatt’
competition aims to educate young people
about Australia’s place in the world and
empower them as active citizens by
developing public speaking, negotiation,
teamwork, research, and diplomatic skills.
It takes the form of a mock session of
the UN Security Council. Teams of two
students debate, amend, and vote on a
prepared resolution from the perspective
of their assigned nation. Two Grammar
teams have done well in this year’s
competition. Vishnu Natesh and James
Manton-Hall (both VI) came third in the
State round and Nick Rice and Daniel Kim
were placed fourth. As the top five teams
make it through to the finals, all four boys
will be competing in the National finals
from 3 to 10 December.
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At the Sixth Form’s final full School assembly on Friday 9 September, the Sportsmaster, Mr
Curran, made the following awards for outstanding sporting achievement: Alan Keith Walker
Memorial Cup (for notable achievement in a summer and winter sport): Max Glanville; Kenny
Cup (for best all-round sportsman in the Upper School): Alec Sheldon; TR McGill Cup (for
sportsmanship): Will Mallett. Lower and Middle School award-winners were announced the
following week’s assembly: Walker Cup (for best all-round sportsman in the Middle School):
Chris Choi; FR Spofforth Cup (for best all-round sportsman in Form II): Ari Stathis; Toby
McGill Shield (for best all-round sportsman in the Lower School): Max Glen.

Wallabies invade Weigall
The Wallabies trained for a two-week period
(25 July to 5 August) in preparation for their
Bledisloe Cup and Rugby Championship
matches. The entire squad made use of our
facilities, not just for training, but for meals,
physiotherapy and injury rehabilitation,
analysis and strategic detail. Grammar’s
rugby coaches were fortunate to observe
numerous training sessions including a
Wallabies vs Sydney Roosters opposed
session where a cross-code controlled game
was played. Boys from Edgecliff Prep were
quick to grab autographs!

Programmed for success
The UNSW ProgComp is the largest high school programming competition in Australia,
with teams from every state, the ACT and NT competing. This year the competition was held
on 17 June and 3 September. Teams of up to three members attempt to complete as many
programming tasks as possible from a set list within two hours. They can choose to program in
a language of their choice and solutions are submitted via the web. Congratulations to Charles
Jameson and Richard Gong (both V) who won the Grand Final of the 2016 ProgComp with a
score of 80/100, seven marks clear of second-place getters, a team from The King’s School.

Postscript
En français, s’il vous plaît!

Geography Olympiad
We congratulate Andreas Orsmond (VI)
(second from right) who was selected to be
part of the Australian team that competed at
the 13th Geography Olympiad held in Beijing,
China in August this year. The Australian
team finished 1st out of 46 countries with
Andreas winning a gold medal.

The French Immersion experience, offered
to junior francophones, was held during
the last holidays at the Maison de Ste
Claire, near Murwillumbah and was a
delightful time for all. The quality of the
boys’ speaking and listening palpably
improved over the six days and it seems
that communication amongst the boys
moved from being monolingual to bilingual.
Our hosts were beautifully welcoming, the
food was incredible, and the setting was
stunning. One boy was heard to say (in
translation, of course), ‘I did not even notice that I was learning so much, but now I am
actually able to have conversations in French. My writing is also much better...’

Scholarships and assisted places
Rollo Hesketh, Master of the Lower School, writes:
Early in February this year, three College
Street masters – Rollo Hesketh, Adrian
Harrison and Cathy Angeloni – along with
Paul Eichorn from our AV department and
two boys – Giorgio Mellos and Marc Chami
(both V) – travelled to Parramatta Town
Hall where we spoke to a group of local boys
and their parents about our School. Our
aim was to promote Grammar, tell people
what the place is like, make connections
within the western suburbs community and,
perhaps most importantly, let people know
about our Scholarship and Assisted Places
programmes. We promoted the evening
in the local press throughout the western
suburbs, and sent flyers to thirty state
primary schools in the west and contacted
their principals.
Grammar is proud of its diverse,
tolerant and cosmopolitan community.
Our aim is to attract bright, interesting
and interested boys to find out more about
us, come and visit us and, we hope, apply
to join us. We want boys from all over
Sydney to experience Grammar life, and it
is important the School reflects the wider
cultural life of this city. Each year the School
offers twenty-four academic scholarships,
some of which are means-tested, as well
as two-and-a-half music scholarships. We

can also offer assistance with fees for boys
who are active, bright and engaged, if not
quite at the level required for a scholarship,
and whose parents would otherwise be
unable to afford the fees. Perhaps it is boys
in this last category who we are most eager
to attract on our forays into the west: we
don’t necessarily want boys who are heavily
coached or primed for scholarship exams,
rather we want to meet boys who will get a
huge amount out of the life of this school
and, indeed, put a great deal in, be it through
music, sport, drama, cadets, debating, art,
chess, or in some other way.
We met a number of great boys when
we went to Parramatta in February; our
trip was a success. Giorgio and Marc spoke
eloquently and passionately about their lives
at Grammar and why they love being here.
Mr Harrison and Ms Angeloni helped paint
a picture of a school where boys and masters
get on in an open and warm environment.
In November we will be visiting Cabramatta
and we plan to make more trips in the years
to come. In this way we hope to build up
our connections in the western suburbs
and attract parents who may not otherwise
have thought of Grammar as a realistic or
attainable goal for their boys.
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The first boarders
Long before the School House opened in Randwick in 1927, country boys had been boarding with
masters. Archivist, Bridget Minatel, takes us back to the 1870s and 80s.

D

epending on the reader’s age he or
she may or may not remember that
Grammar once accommodated boarders at
what was known as the School House in the
beautiful colonial mansion ‘Rathven’ on St
Mark’s Road in Randwick.
But even less known is that Grammar
took boarders long before the School House
opened in 1927. Less than a decade after
Headmaster AB Weigall was appointed in
1867, the School’s enrolment had increased
dramatically thus creating the need to
bring in measures such as an entrance
examination and to increase opportunities for
accommodation to facilitate the enrolment of
boys especially those from the country.
In 1876 Weigall introduced the idea of
boarding houses conducted by current
masters and drafted regulations under
which the Trustees could grant licences
to masters for use of their own houses to
provide accommodation for boarders. These
regulations required a master wishing to
have his house licenced to apply in writing,
describing the house, the nature of the
accommodation and the fees that were to be
charged.
The scheme became an instant success. Mr
CJ Fache ran what was known as ‘Cleveland
House’ from 1876 and Mr L Stephenson and
Mr CJD Goldie established ‘Wimbledon Hall’
in Bourke Street Surry Hills in 1879. Both
of these formed sporting teams that played
against each other and later against other
schools. After Stephenson’s departure at the

Mr Goldie with some of his boarders, 1892
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‘Wimbledon Hall’, 1879

end of 1879, ‘Chas’ Goldie re-established a
house with his sister at ‘Avenel’ in Waverley.
By 1882, Mr Farrar and another master,
Mr CE Hewlett, were also granted licences
with other masters soon following. A decade
later over six masters’ boarding houses were
in existence: Mr HJ Carter at ‘Martinsell’
Summer Hill, Mr JH Lindon at ‘Chewton’ on
the North Shore, Mr CT Soar in Craigend
Street Darlinghurst, Mr GP Barbour at
‘Erica’ in Summer Hill, Mr Arthur Giles
at ‘Woodford’ in Burwood, and Mr HJ
Wilkinson at ‘Karola’ also on Craigend Street,
Darlinghurst.
Most of these boarding houses

‘Karola’, Darlinghurst, 1919

accommodated six or fewer boys, though it’s
recorded that Mr Goldie had around twenty
boys in his house in the early 1880s. Although
initially successful, by 1923 masters found
managing their boarding houses difficult
to sustain due to the substantial additional
responsibilities and struggled to make any
return on such a small-scale enterprise. This
made way for the Old Sydneians’ Union
to initiate a push to establish a permanent
home for boarders under one roof in
order to develop a cohesive environment,
characteristic of such houses in the schools in
England.

Eastern Front: WWII and beyond
‘Our visit to the Auschwitz-Birkenau camp was a draining yet esssential part of the tour.’
Another Grammar contingent explores significant sites of Eastern European history.

W

hen we began planning the Eastern Front tours back in 2009,
they were loosely based on the idea of looking at the impact
of WWII in the former Soviet Union and how various events in the
20th Century were affected by the Nazi war effort and race policy.
It gradually became evident that we needed to incorporate more
general history in that part of the world and try to pack in as much
as we possibly could. So, there developed an itinerary that called
for everything from a tour of Bunker 42 in Moscow, from which
the launch of missiles during the Cuban Crisis could have been
instigated, to the Yusopov Palace where Rasputin was assassinated,
to the UNESCO-listed Wieliczka Salt Mine outside the Polish city
of Krakow. These sites gave us an unforgettable overview of aspects
of Russian and Polish history, and were only enhanced by the sites
visited in Berlin and Nuremberg.
Aside from the boys’ obvious enjoyment of various military sites
and museums, it was interesting to observe them navigating their
way around Moscow and St Petersburg. These are cities that – for all
but one member of the group – were completely unfamiliar territory
and placed the boys in situations outside their usual comfort zones;
all part of the beauty of travel. The boys’ wonder at the beauty and
opulence of the various palaces and cathedrals was proof of the
power of these sites. Taking in the majesty of these cities also allowed
the group to take part in activities as varied as tours of the Kremlin
grounds, attending a performance of Swan Lake at St Petersburg’s
Alexandrinsky Theatre, as well as trying what seems to have been an
endless supply of kebabs in various places! Their culinary curiosity
was not something they seemed to be willing to test, at least not in
Russia.
Moving to Krakow seemed to relax everyone; a smaller city,
with a large university population and a younger average age of
the population, with history to rival that of Russia’s but without
the intensity and opulence. Our time here saw a visit to the former
Jewish quarter of Kazimierz, the former Schindler factory site, now
a well-appointed museum, as well as the Gestapo cells. The relaxed
feeling of this beautiful city helped to ease the impact of the otherwise
emotionally intense excursions, not least of which was our full day

Words and photography Rima Kandalaft

Top: Tour group in St Petersburg
Above left: Bolshoi Theatre, Moscow
Above right: Prison cells at Peter and Paul Fortress, St Petersburg

at the Auschwitz-Birkenau camp. For many who were making their
first visit, the experience was a draining but necessary part of the
tour. For me, this site helps to explain so much about humanity –
its cruelty as well as the will to survive. Once our tour arrived in
Nuremberg – having moved through a small segment of everything
Berlin has to offer – we stopped at the site of the Nuremberg Trials.
It is here that, in a sense, our trip comes to its rightful conclusion;
having seen the memorials to the horrors of various aspects of
war and revolution, the boys are given a sense of the justice some
attempted to impose through these trials.
The beauty of
Moscow at night
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Grand Hotel
Berlin, 1928. Life and death, financial ruin, love and murder converge as people come and go through
the lobby of the Grand Hotel. The 2016 musical was ‘grand’ in every sense.

T

here is no doubt that much of the excitement of any show, musical or
otherwise, lies in the sense of anticipation each night as foyers buzz,
theatres gradually fill, companies receive their five-minute call and make
their ways nervously to the wings for their first appearance and, finally,
bows are taken to appreciative audiences. But there is also the excitement of
the rehearsal process itself.
Mid-way through 2015 questions started to be asked as boys eagerly
anticipated what the next musical might be. Term IV revealed that it was
to be Grand Hotel. ‘What?’ ‘Grand Budapest Hotel?’ ‘Who’s heard of Grand
Hotel?’ ‘What’s it about?’ Choosing a show that no-one has heard of can
be risky. Will boys turn up to audition? Will audiences come along to
something that very few, if any, know anything about? I had never seen
the show, but I had listened to the score and tucked it away as a possibility.
What’s more, a few years ago, a Grammar father (a man of the theatre
himself, and linked to the highly successful London revival of the show)
had said that if I were looking for a new show, I should consider Grand
Hotel.
Over 60 pupils, both boys and girls, chose to audition – familiar names,
many unknowns and a few surprises. The latter two categories are always

Jarrad Sapsford (The Baron)
and Ginger-Rose Harrington
(Mme Grushinskaya)
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Jarrad Sapsford (The Baron)

Words Peter Rudge, Director
Photography Brett Boardman

the most keenly awaited in any audition. Voices of exceptional
power suddenly emerge and we are left wondering, Why have
you never auditioned before? Boys in Form VI are keen to take
part, their last chance to be part of a Grammar musical. For this,
I am particularly grateful. At times we listen attentively and nod
politely (our version of ‘Don’t call us; we’ll call you’); at times we
are reduced to laughter (for all the right reasons); at times we are
left in an awed silence; at times we find ourselves deeply moved.
Choosing our leads was a difficult decision. Call-backs are tough
but, admirably, no boy chose to leave the show because he did not
get one of the two main roles.
From the outset, Grand Hotel needed to deliver a five-star
performance worthy of its setting. The grandest of Europe’s hotels
needed to live up to its name. Ten years of my life were spent in
this very world. I knew that not a thing could be out of place.
Those ‘below’ may not like their station, but it’s vital that, whilst
in public service, everything appear possible and every action
is executed in a seamless fashion. This was my design brief and
the same sense of anticipation that defined the rehearsal process
also defined the creative process. I had been privileged to work
with Charles Davis on Speaking in Tongues (2015). Jeremy Allen
had been recommended by NIDA and, with Charles keen to
work with this recent graduate, the design team was in place. The
first drawings suggested an elegant art-deco inspired foyer, but
nothing could have prepared the company for the exquisite space
that was then realised. Marbled columns and floor; revolving
door; gilded decorative moulding; a chandelier! The costumes
were equally immaculate, capturing the period and setting the
five-star standard.
I believe we did justice to its musical score, the accomplished
orchestra directed by the Musical Director, Greg Howard.
Particularly challenging in any musical is the choreography.
Whilst we were lucky to have some trained dancers, notably
showcased in the ‘Bolero’ sequence following the Baron’s death,
everyone else was pretty much a novice. Choreographer Aaron
Farley looked to the original production for inspiration and then
decided to make it even harder! Weeks and weeks of practice
ultimately paid off. Like the set, the choreography was, in itself,
another star of this star-filled show: the meticulously crafted
opening and closing; the glamourous dreams of the aspirational
Hollywood starlet; the elegance of a 1920s dance hall; the joy of
taking a glass together; the aforementioned balletic ‘Bolero’ – all
played out with perfect timing on a beautiful set.

Tim Richmond (Rohna), Manager of the
Grand Hotel, and his staff

‘From the outset, Grand Hotel needed
to deliver a five-star performance
worthy of its setting. The grandest of
Europe’s hotels needed to live up to
its name.’
Eleanor Fair (Flaemmchen) and
Max Jelbart (Otto Kringelein)

Rafi Owen (Jimmy I), Eleanor Fair (Flaemmchen) and Patrick Ngo (Jimmy II)

Joe Barry (Boreas) and Emma Burns
(Athena)

Harry Charlesworth (Erik) and Miles
Gibson (The Doctor)

The Baron and hotel staff
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Musical notes
The concert and recital programme at Grammar just seems to grow by the day. Terms II and III
have been no exception, as Greg Platt (Acting Chairman of Music) reports.

Music for organ, lute
and voice
Organ pupils, including talented French
exchange pupil Hadrien Delapalme (IV),
gave an organ recital on the Mander organ
in Big School on Sunday 19 June of works by
JS Bach, Dietrich Buxtehude and Max Reger
together with offerings from the English
Baroque. Big School was also the venue
for pupils in Koen van Stade’s vocal studio
who performed eighteen songs and duets
by the English Renaissance composer, John
Dowland. The boys were very fortunate to be
accompanied by Tommie Andersson on lute
and Mr van Stade on chamber organ.
Vocal pupils line up to sing

Vocal Studio recital

All that jazz!
The incomparable James Morrison was
welcomed back to the New Hall by more than
1,000 people for a concert of jazz on 28 June.
The first half of the programme was the fruit of
James’s afternoon rehearsals with the Big Band,
Stanley St Big Band, and Dr V’s Swing Thing.
After interval James was joined by his quartet
(including his own two sons on guitar and bass)
and singer Olivia Chindamo for a memorable
hour of high-class jazz.
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Ensembles large and small

Guitar Recital

Gallery players in the Tallis Fantasia

The Ensembles Concert on 7 June opened
with a bang as Cantorum, accompanied by
piano and percussion, presented excerpts
from Carl Orff’s Carmina Burana. Stanley
Street Big Band, Concertante, Zephyr Winds,
Percussion Ensemble, Clarinet Choir, Flute
Choir and the Bassoon Ensemble all gave
fine performances with Croonivores wooing
the audience beautifully with ‘A Nightingale
Sang in Berkeley Square’. A stirring rendition
of Beethoven’s Egmont Overture, by Seymour
Orchestra brought the concert to a close. This
year two boys from St Ives Preparatory joined
boys from College Street in the Classical
Guitar recital on 18 August. In all, 52 boys
played in either the Tommy Emmanuel,
Aguado, Tárrega or Segovia Ensemble.

Ensembles Concert: Stanley Street Big Band

Ensembles Concert: Flute Choir

Philip Barr Farewell Concert

Term III Concert: School Choir

Major concerts and a farewell
A special tribute to retiring Master of the Lower School, Philip Barr, the Term II Concert was
held in the New Hall on Thursday 9 June. (See separate article on page 27.) On 25 July wind
ensembles from Edgecliff and St Ives Preps and College Street presented an impressive program
in the New Hall culminating in an exhilarating performance given by the Wind Ensemble
of some of the most challenging wind band repertoire available. At the heart of the Term III
Concert on 25 August was a formidable rendition by string players of all ages of Vaughan
Williams’ Fantasia on Theme by Thomas Tallis. Choral singers then joined jazz players in
presenting cheerful numbers on the themes of ‘flying’ and ‘the moon’. Similarly energising
was the Percussion Ensemble’s performance of
Castella’s kaleidoscopic Katraterra. The evening
was parenthesised by the Wind Ensemble and
School Orchestra, playing respectively the
rambunctious Four Scottish Dances by Arnold
and the dark finale to Dvořák’s Symphony No. 7.
Right: School Orchestra plays Dvořák

Ensembles Concert: Seymour Orchestra
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The Mikado
A modern take on an old Gilbert and Sullivan favourite. Drama Master and Director,
Melanie Wheatley, reports on St Ives Prep’s latest production.

D

uring August, St Ives Preparatory School
brought to life the story of The Mikado.
This musical (words by Sir William Gilbert
and music by Sir Arthur Sullivan), is set in a
mythical Japan and tells the tale of a cheap
tailor named Ko Ko who has been appointed
Lord High Executioner. Ko Ko must find
someone to execute before the arrival of the
ruling Mikado. He comes upon Nanki-Poo,
a strolling minstrel, who loves the beautiful
Yum Yum. But Yum Yum is also loved by Ko
Ko and Nanki-Poo, seeing no hope for his
love, considers suicide. Ko Ko offers to solve
both their problems by executing Nanki-Poo.
An agreement is reached whereby Ko Ko will
allow Nanki-Poo to marry Yum Yum for
one month, at the end of which Nanki-Poo
will be executed in time for the arrival of the
Mikado. However, what Ko Ko doesn’t know
is that Nanki-Poo is the son of the Mikado
and has run away to avoid a betrothal to an
old woman named Katisha.
Will Ko Ko’s plan work, or will heads roll?
This amazing production was performed
by St Ives Prep boys over two nights, Friday 19
and Saturday 20 August. Almost 80 boys were
involved in the show, including cast, orchestra
and backstage crew. Rehearsals progressed
during Terms II and III, with many weeks
staging the acting scenes, learning dance
routines and practising movement around the
set. All the boys involved worked extremely
hard, performing with confidence, energy
and professionalism and the result was
spectacular! The boys didn’t miss a beat,

Peter Ilchef (Ko Ko) and Owen Marschner (Pooh Bah)

and judging by the audience’s response,
they provided a great night’s entertainment
for young and old. The music, makeup,
costumes, set, and lighting were all superb
and complemented the boys’ acting on stage
beautifully. We are indebted to the many
staff, parents and boys who worked tirelessly
behind the scenes.
This was my eleventh production as Drama
Master at St Ives and I couldn’t have been
more proud. I will always remember this
show and the boys who dedicated their time,
energy and talent to making it so special. My
thanks also go to Tonya Grelis, Jacqueline
Fane and Martin Smith without whom this
production would not have been possible.
Special thanks also to the production team
and to all of the parents, teachers and staff
who supported me and donated their time
and expertise to the production. It was a very
rewarding journey.

Dashiel Drury (Katisha)

Orchestra

Mustafa Khan (Pitti Sing), Joshua Nguyen (Yum Yum) and Felix Power (Peep Bo)
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Rohan Keshava (The Mikado), Dashiel Drury (Katisha), Peter Ilchef (Ko Ko) and
Owen Marschner (Pooh Bah)

From the city to the outback
‘The sun setting over the lake was a magical experience. The boys stood on the edge and just watched.’
Edgecliff boys learn what it’s like to live closer to nature.

I

n Term III, Edgecliff Year 4 boys travelled to Lake Cargelligo in
country NSW to attend school in the outback. It is a small town of
approximately 1,000 people located roughly 500 km west of Sydney.
By and large Edgecliff boys are ‘city kids’ and this experience was
organized as a cultural exchange to learn from country people about
their lives, work and wisdom.
Our first destination was the Parkes Observatory and the boys
watched the movie The Dish en route. A guided tour helped the
boys learn about Australia’s role in the lunar landing and this radio
telescope’s ongoing contribution to developing our knowledge of the
universe. To emulate an iconic scene from the movie the boys played
cricket in the shadow of the dish and drew charcoal sketches before
venturing into town for a banquet at the local Chinese restaurant.

By the ochre pits

Dinnertime

Words Dr Matthew McCloskey, Headmaster
Edgecliff Preparatory School
Photography Robin Carter and Janna Adams Tess
Over the next three days, our boys attended three country schools.
Lake Cargelligo Central School was the largest with 230 pupils K-12.
St Francis Xavier School has thirty-two pupils K-6 and Euabalong
West Public School is a one-teacher school with eighteen pupils. At
each school our teachers collaborated with theirs to provide lessons.
Highlights included playing sport with the locals, writing jointlyconstructed poems about contrasting life in the city and the bush,
participating in aboriginal dance and language workshops with
aboriginal elders, visiting the local ochre pits, learning about the local
Indigenous culture, singing songs about the bush and learning bush
dances. The boys made friends and thrived on the opportunity to
learn about country life.
After school finished each day, we spent the rest of the afternoon
playing on a farm. From about 3.30 pm until dusk the boys were free
to play soccer or touch football in the back paddock, kayak on the
lake, forage in the orange orchard, invent their own games or simply
explore and enjoy the farm.
The sun setting over the lake was a magical experience. The boys
stood on the edge and just watched. When darkness had set in they
adjourned to share a very large campfire. Our hosts Barb and Pete
prepared generous roast dinners in camp ovens and the boys toasted
marshmallows in the pitch black of the night. After dinner we had
visitors including the NSW president of the Aboriginal Land Council
and a Bush poet who recited his own poetry.
On the last night we put on a joint performance and exhibition in
the Town Hall of the music, art and poetry from our week together.
The atmosphere was festive and relaxed. It was loud and there was
much laughter.
The hospitality we experienced on this trip was amazing. It seemed
that people just wanted to share their piece of our country and they
were uniformly amazed that we had come all that way to see them. In
exchange, we have invited some country kids to come back to attend
school at Edgecliff for a week. It would be a wonderful opportunity to
return the hospitality and to share our city lives.

Running free

Sunset over Lake Cargelligo
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Edgecliff Prep turns 60!
Trading black and gold for red and blue, electronic games for marbles and quoits, the past meets the
present on Edgecliff’s big birthday celebration.
Taiko drums

Captain and Vice-Captain
cut the cake

O

n 10 and 11 August, we held two exciting
events to celebrate the 60th Anniversary
of Edgecliff Preparatory School becoming
part of Sydney Grammar School.
Edgecliff Prep was not always owned by
Sydney Grammar, nor was it always situated
in Alma Street. The original Edgecliff
Preparatory School was founded by Miss
Isabel van Heuckelum (Miss Van) in 1911.
Classes were conducted in the St Mark’s,
Darling Point schoolroom on New South
Head Road, where Coles, Edgecliff, now
stands. EPS, or ‘Eggs, Pepper and Salt’ as it
was affectionately called by the boys, was a
beautiful old two-storey sandstone building
and it wasn’t until 1956 that Sydney Grammar
took it over. The original EPS enjoyed a strong
academic reputation and many of the boys
went on to attend College Street.
On the evening of Wednesday 10 August,
we hosted a 60th Anniversary Concert in a
full-to-bursting RW Billing Hall. This was a
very important occasion for our School and
it was terrific to see so many people from our
community, past and present, enjoying the
music and reminiscing together. We were
delighted with the choral work commissioned
especially for the concert, composed by James
Madsen. His composition, Meliora Sequamur
(‘Let us strive for better things’), based on
EPS’s original Latin motto, was beautifully
sung by a combined choir and accompanied
by a group of instrumentalists. Having Dr
Vallance perform on the harpsichord with
the Grantham Strings was a highlight,
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EPS Sports Day 1930...

... and re-enacted 2016

Ian Stephens, Peter Harwin, Matthew McCloskey...

... and Glenn Clark (centre), EPS Headmasters all

Edgecliff versus St Ives in football...

... and rugby

Words Dr Matthew McCloskey, Headmaster, Edgecliff Prep
Photography Robin Carter and Janna Adams Tess

Sporting the original EPS colours

Alex Briger conducts combined orchestra

as was welcoming Alex Briger (OS 1986)
back to Edgecliff to conduct an orchestra
comprising old Edgecliff boys and Music
staff. Congratulations must go to the boys
– past and current – and staff, for a truly
inspirational and memorable concert.
On Thursday 11 August, we were joined
by Year Six from our brother school, St Ives
Prep for a day of celebration. During the day,
two Edgecliff teams debated ‘That the games
children played 60 years ago were better than
the electronic games of today’ against St Ives;
St Ives and Edgecliff each won one debate. It
was then time for games on Weigall, between
the Preps’ First XV rugby and First XI
football sides. These events were all conducted
in good spirit between friends. The sporting
matches were heralded by Taiko drums, and
those representing the home team played in
replica original EPS red and blue jerseys made
especially for the occasion. Our Primary
classes either watched the exhibition matches
or engaged in some ‘old-fashioned’ games.
The youngest members of our School also
tried out a variety of old playground games:
skipping, marbles, hopscotch, quoits and hula
hoops were enjoyed by all.
This was enough to work up an appetite,

Nick Parry conducts Vivaldi concerto

and we are very grateful to the Parents’
Association who kindly provided a barbecue
and two very large celebratory cakes for the
occasion, enjoyed by all on Weigall.
The day culminated in a Special Assembly
in which representatives of many classes
shared stories researched from our history.
The boys spoke of the Indigenous peoples
who lived here first, the early European land

owners of Rushcutters Bay, market gardening,
White City Amusement Park, world title
fights at Sydney Stadium, Davis Cup tennis
at White City, life at Edgecliff Preparatory
School at St Mark’s Church, becoming part
of Sydney Grammar School and the pride we
share in our history and our identity.
It was a day befitting such an important
occasion.
SGS SUMMER 2016 21

A shift in direction, scale and media
With brushes, pencils, clay, blow-torches and cameras packed away, Sixth Form HSC Art boys
were able to stand back and finally enjoy the fruits of their labours.

T

he opening night of the HSC Art
exhibition remains the biggest event in
the Art department calendar. Boys who have
committed to the department’s programme
over six years finally have the satisfaction of
seeing their best efforts showcased in front
of the wider School community. This year,
24 boys filled the gallery space with work
that truly reflected their personal interests as
well as reinforced the sense that, as a group,
they possessed a high level of technical
competence and sound visual judgement.
One of the challenges faced by specialist
studio teachers is to ensure that any success
enjoyed in previous years is repeated, but in a
way that gently shifts the scale, direction, and
on occasion, the way the medium in which
a work is made is used. Noah Soderlund and
Curtis McMillan made the biggest and most
obvious shift; both boys produced a series
of welded metal sculpture that changed
the gallery space, complementing perfectly
Nicolas Zubrzycki’s still life drawings and
Lucien Jones’ acrylic paintings, and in
Curtis’s case, Felix James’ brilliantly coloured
abstract paintings. The three ceramicists on
show, Mungo Howard, Kieran Labrakis and
James Farrow, also made their mark with
work that confirmed the significant impact
being made by boys who choose to work
in three dimensions. Traditionally strong
forms; painting, drawing and photography
also shifted our gaze away from large, standalone pieces, to smaller, mixed media works
that reflected personal engagement with a
particular place. Sam Sydney’s ‘Monument’
series dwelt on childhood memories of the
Kosciusko National Park, Robert Hughes
pondered the destructive power of the
elements, as did Luke Ogawa, albeit with the
delicate hand of the watercolourist. It was
pleasing to see that film-making is capturing
the imagination of boys; this year Miles
Gibson and Max Jelbart have laid down the
gauntlet with two films that not only revealed
an ability to tell a story, but also a relentless
desire to be better at their chosen craft.

Jack Hadley (digital photogrpahy)
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James Farrow (ceramics)

Jack Hassell (digital photography)

Caption
Felix James (acrylic painting)

Robert Hughes (drawing)

Joshua Hwang (digital media)

Lucien Jones (acrylic painting)

Rowan Kennett (sculpture)

Kieran Labrakis (ceramics)

Curtis McMillan (welded steel sculpture)

Words Mark Wilde Senior Subject Master in Visual Arts
Photograpy Trinh Loi Second Master in Visual Arts

Luke Ogawa (watercolour)

Tim Oslington (watercolour)

Dr Vallance, as he has done every year since he was appointed
Headmaster, opened this year’s HSC Exhibition. In each and every
one of those opening addresses he has spoken eloquently and with
remarkable insight about each boy’s work. I know all of the boys over
those fifteen years have appreciated his observations and been full
of admiration for the breadth of his knowledge and ability to make
relevant connections between literature, music, philosophy and, of
course, art. This appreciation is shared most sincerely by the Art
department staff who have, over many years, seen the department
extend its studio practice into ceramics, film-making and, more
recently, carving and metal sculpture. Without Dr Vallance’s
enthusiastic support it is unlikely the department would be in the
position it is in today.

Sam Sydney Von Somogy (watercolour)

Curtis Townley (digital photography)

Richard Simpson (drawing)

Alex Bermingham (drawing)

Nicholas Zubrzycki (drawing)

Mungo Howard (ceramics)

Dominic Leo (digital media)

Noah
Soderlund
(welded steel
sculpture)
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Words Jacqui Fane Classroom music specialist
St Ives Preparatory School
Photography Martin Smith and Alasdair Vickers

W

ho was Kodály? Why is a Kodály-based
music education being utilised in the
Sydney Grammar Preparatory Schools? What
are the benefits of this musical instruction
above others? After twenty years as a music
educator, my teaching framework was
revolutionised to embrace what I now consider
to be a truly powerful means of bringing fun,
soul, and challenge to our young musicians at
St Ives.
Zoltán Kodály (1882-1967) was an
Hungarian composer and educator who took
a deep interest in how children were taught
music. He revolutionised music education
in his native country, establishing primary
schools where music was taught every day
and held as much importance as mathematics
and languages. Kodály was convinced that
music was a necessity in life and served to
develop a person emotionally, spiritually and
intellectually. He believed that only music
of the highest quality was good enough for
children and their music education should start
nine months before they are born!
Kodály observed that a child’s natural
form of musical expression comes from their
Left: Zoltán Kodály
Below: Using hand signs, solfa and rhythm syllables while singing engaging songs

‘Often a single experience will open the young
soul to music for a whole lifetime. This experience
cannot be left to chance; it is the duty of the
school to provide it.’ (Zoltán Kodály, 1929)

Kodály music
education
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Year 4 sing and hand sign the ‘do’ pentatonic ladder

Let’s compose!

‘A well-trained ear leads to confident inner
hearing. Inner hearing is one of the most
important aspects of musicianship.’

voice and so believed that singing should be the foundation of all
music education. The use of the voice is the most important defining
feature of the Kodály approach. It is the one instrument we all have in
common, is readily accessible for musical instruction and can enable
pupils to develop a highly musical ear.
Kodály also believed children should learn to sing the folk songs
and play the games from their own culture. These folk songs should
serve as the foundation to their music education and would then lead
to an appreciation and understanding of other cultures, styles and
genres of music.
The points listed above are just some of the guiding principles
that Kodály conceived. His colleagues, friends and most talented
pupils then developed them further to establish the Kodály Method.
This creative team searched the world for the very best techniques to
enhance Kodály’s existing principles, leading to the comprehensive
methodology used around the world today. The International Kodály
Society was established in 1973 and an Australian branch was founded
in the same year by Dr Deanna Hoermann.
I remember as a young teacher finding Deanna Hoermann’s
activity books for children. I was impressed by her carefully
sequenced approach to primary music education but did not have
a true understanding of the Kodály method underpinning it. As a
high school music teacher moving abroad, I found myself accepting
work in primary schools for the first time, but felt my toolbox of
songs and knowledge of how best to sequence my teaching was
somewhat lacking. Again I dabbled in some of the material from
Hoermann’s collection. It wasn’t until 2008 that I finally had that
proverbial ‘lightbulb moment’. Thanks to Dr Christopher Shepard

who was Director of Music at College Street at the time, I had my first
introduction to the Kodály Method through a series of workshops
conducted by Mary-Jane Smith. Now, with an Australian Kodály
Certificate for Primary Education under my belt, I feel renewed vigour
and passion for my job. Through singing games, fun and play, the boys
at St Ives are discovering the musical elements through a sequentially
designed programme and in so doing have the opportunity to enter
the world of music through the creative development of their ears and
eyes.
So what does Kodály’s music education involve?
From the outset, children are engaged in learning a rich selection
of folk songs, rhymes, singing games and art songs that form the basis
for all of their musical skill development. They are carefully selected,
age appropriate pieces that support the following teaching goals:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

In-tune singing
Inner hearing
Readiness skill development
Rhythmic skill development
Melodic skill development
Sight singing
Musical dictation
Musical memory
Listening
Part-work development
Improvisation and composition
Understanding the elements of music

To facilitate their learning journey, children utilise three
musicianship tools: hand signs, solfa and rhythm syllables.
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Hand signs in music have been traced back to the ancient
Hebrews and Egyptians, although these days they are credited to
an Englishman, The Reverend John Spencer Curwen (1816-1880).
They are an effective musical teaching tool due to the visual and
kinaesthetic reinforcement of high/low sounds and the intervallic
relationship between the pitches being sung. Research has shown
that hand signs improve student intonation and pitch accuracy,
particularly in the early stages of instruction. Hand signs are also
extremely useful for advanced work as they help musicians develop a
deeper harmonic awareness.
Many who look at the hand signs below would immediately
have The Sound of Music in their head…‘Doe a deer, a female deer’.
Alongside the hand signs are solfa syllables. Solfa was first developed
as a teaching tool by the Benedictine monk, Guido of Arezzo (990 –
1050). Five of these sounds are particularly effective for early training
in the classroom; they are the pentatonic syllables do – re – mi – so – la
and they feature predominantly in folk music. When solfa is combined
with the Curwen hand signs you have a powerful means to be able to
improve a pupil’s ability to sight-sing, analyse music and develop their
aural comprehension.

do

re

mi

fa

so

la

ti

do

Kodály’s final teaching tool is rhythm syllables. The accompanying
chart below illustrates particular names (or syllables) given to each
type of note. These provide a highly effective way for pupils to
internalise rhythm patterns and aid them in their understanding of
duration. From experience, I have seen these syllables enhance pupils’
reading, writing, memorisation, dictation and performance skills. It is
agreed that when these skills are practised consistently, pupils develop
the ability aurally to decode complex rhythm patterns with ease and
to sight-read rhythm patterns quickly. Of course, it is expected that
the learning of real theoretical names would also be covered in time.

The combination of using hand signs, solfa and rhythm syllables
while singing fun and engaging songs, and playing enjoyable games,
helps create a positive learning environment for children. This makes
teaching musical elements, concepts and skills through Kodály’s
carefully sequenced skill development outline a joy. When asked
what they like in Music, current Year Six boys at St Ives, list enjoying
the songs, playing the games, the variety of activities in our lessons,
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using hand signs, singing solfa, aural challenges, composing, playing
the songs on the xylophones and completing the book activities that
reinforce the concepts taught. They understood that hand signs and
solfa help develop a muscle memory for sounds and provide a visual
perspective for pitch hidden in songs. As you can imagine, for a
teacher, this is heartening to hear!
‘The characteristics of a good musician can be summarized as
follows: 1. A well-trained ear. 2. A well-trained intelligence. 3. A welltrained heart. 4. A well-trained hand. All four must develop together, in
constant equilibrium. As soon as one lags behind or rushes ahead, there
is something wrong. So far most of you have met only the requirement of
the fourth point: the training of your fingers has left the rest far behind.
You would have achieved the same results more quickly and easily,
however, if your training in the other three had kept pace.’ (1954)
Kodály’s quote highlights a personal goal: to develop in pupils a
well-trained ear. A well-trained ear leads to confident inner hearing.
Inner hearing is one of the most important aspects of musicianship.
Sometimes referred to as ‘audiation’, it is the ability to actually hear
inside one’s head what is seen on the page, and write on the page what
can be heard in one’s head. To audiate is to ‘think’ music!
Distinguished Australian music educator and researcher, Doreen
Bridges believed inner hearing skills enrich and support a child’s
musical development. She felt that in the crucial early years, key
musical patterns and structures are internalised through familiarity
with the rhymes and songs they sing, hear and learn. Bridges stressed
that as children learn the many songs from their own traditions their
musical memory and ability to recall the songs is increased, and they
develop auditory awareness.
I like to think that by unlocking a child’s inner ear at a young
age, I am opening a door that will enable them to develop musically
throughout their lives. I believe this is why Sydney Grammar boys
past and present, have such a strong appreciation for music and are
amongst the next generation of musicians making their mark in
Australia and indeed the world.
Recently I attended a wonderful day of Kodály music-making with
the guest presenter, Lucinda Geoghegan. Lucinda lives and works in
Scotland but was here in Sydney giving a workshop before heading
to the National Kodály Conference held in Brisbane over four days
in September. At present the International Kodály Symposium for
2017 is in the process of being organised in Canada. I mention these
events as I reflect on Zoltán Kodály, the concerns he had for music
education back in 1925 in Hungary, and how far his teachings have
now spread around the world. It is also exciting to see how being on
the international stage brings further growth to the Kodály Method.
Certainly here in Australia, we are gradually finding our own
collection of folk songs and materials that are true to the heritage
we have. Just as Kodály wrote thousands of songs and sight-singing
exercises for children in Hungary, composers here in Australia are
now adding to the wonderful bank of songs that make the teaching
journey in our classrooms vital, fresh and new.
‘Teach music and singing at school in such a way that it is not a
torture but a joy for the pupil; instil a thirst for finer music in him, a
thirst which will last for a lifetime. Music must not be approached from
its intellectual, rational side, nor should it be conveyed to the child as
a system of algebraic symbols, or as the secret writing of a language
with which he has no connection. The way should be paved for direct
intuition…Often a single experience will open the young soul to music
for a whole lifetime. This experience cannot be left to chance; it is the
duty of the school to provide it.’ (1929)
Kodály’s words resonate strongly with me. His insistence on
building a sense of joy and love for music at an early age sets the
ground work for a lifelong appreciation of music.

Farewell to Philip Barr
Thirty-nine years of service to the School were marked by a special Term II concert held on 9 June in
Mr Barr’s honour. Greg Platt reports on what was a very special evening.

I

The big reveal: Artist Andrew
Bonneau and Headmaster

n his welcome speech the Headmaster,
Dr Vallance, paid tribute to Master
of the Lower School, Philip Barr’s
contribution to the School before
unveiling a portrait of him painted
by distinguished Queensland artist,
Andrew Bonneau. The portrait now
hangs in the Lower School corridor
outside Big School.
The concert featured a number of
the School’s senior musical ensembles
with repertoire, chosen mostly by Mr
Barr, of works by Walton, Mozart,
Vaughan Williams and Ravel. As a
special tribute a world premiere of
a work for bassoon ensemble Barrphonics, written especially by renowned
Australian composer Nigel Westlake,
was performed. A large number of
Old Sydneians were present with some
performing in the brass fanfare or the
Old Sydneian String Quartet. Mr Barr
also fulfilled an ambition to sing with
Grammarphones in a rendition of ‘Sure
on this Shining Night’ by American
composer Morton Lauridsen.
The concert concluded with a staged
presentation of ‘We’ll Take a Glass
Together’, a number from the School’s
2016 musical Grand Hotel – a fitting

Grammarphones plus one!

sentiment as we toasted the long service and achievements of a muchloved and highly respected Master of the Lower School.
And a final note to the boys from Mr Barr:
‘Grammar’s values, its culture and above all the calibre of the boys
are what make it unique. Talented pupils achieve remarkable things on
a daily basis here. As stimulating as this environment can be I worry
that boys may fall into the trap of thinking they don’t quite ‘measure up’.
It saddens me when I run into Old Boys who say things like, ‘Oh, you
won’t remember me, I wasn’t an academic highflyer’.
Intellectual curiosity, high standards and good work habits are
things which matter in a school like this. But we must be careful never
to let them swamp the human dimension. When all is said and done
Grammar is a lively, diverse community where people and relationships
matter. It is an uncommonly civilised and civilising place where boys
are accepted for who they are regardless of background, ethnicity or
interests. This is one of the School’s great strengths – indeed a source of
liberation for many boys. Thanks to the House/Tutorial system, pastoral
care is unrecognisably better than when I started here. Boys who
struggle academically are much better cared for. Masters do care more
about boys than they may realise. At the Leavers’ Assembly each year
the Headmaster reminds the departing Sixth Form of the importance
of friendship, its joys, privileges and attendant responsibilities. Always
remember it is friendship which
underpins the spirit of this School
and it is what continues to draw
Old Boys together long after they
have left.’

Old Boy quartet plays Ravel

Left: ‘We’ll take a glass
together...’
Right: Portrait by
Andrew Bonneau
Far right: Mr Barr
addresses the audience
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John Vallance,

								 Grammar’s
The four Chairmen of Trustees with whom Dr Vallance has served
pay tribute to the man who has led the School for almost eighteen
years and his legacy.

Professor Phillip Harris AM, Trustee 1990-2000 (Chairman 1997-2000)

J

ohn Vallance probably still has nightmares
about his selection process. When John’s
predecessor resigned, John was seen by many
as the natural successor. To ensure the best
possible candidature, the Trustees embarked
on a global search. At interview, the breadth
of John’s intellectual achievements quickly
established his academic credentials. He also
impressed the Trustees with his humility, his
humanity and his humour. But his capacity
to lead a large organisation was unknown.
Rigorous tests including a hypothetical first
speech to the Women’s Association were
passed easily and John made it to the short list.
The Trustees adopted a previous practice
of inviting short listed candidates and their
partners to dine with small groups of Trustees
and their partners at one of the Trustees’
homes. At our home, the caterers were asked
not to allow our dog into the dining room. His
habit was to skulk under the table encouraging
diners to give him food. Inevitably, he eluded
the caterers, rushed through the door and ran
under the table. What happened under the
table is unknown but ten seconds later John
looked up and exclaimed ‘did I pass that test?’
At the end of the selection process, the
Trustees were very confident about appointing
Dr John Vallance as the next Headmaster of
Sydney Grammar School.
John very rapidly established a mood of
confidence and optimism. His knowledge of
humanities, music and art was well known.
His command of science, mathematics and
other technical subjects surprised many. His
intellectual capacity, his modesty and his
leadership style earnt him the respect of the
staff and parents. Despite being an internal
appointee, he quickly established his authority.
The Trustees welcomed the warmth with
which the boys responded to their new
Headmaster. They were impressed with his
open door policy of allowing boys to approach
him in his study whenever he was free. It was a
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Phillip Harris AM

significant symbol of his commitment to their pastoral care.
In Trustees’ meetings, John was a strong advocate for the value of
a liberal education. Sport was a sensitive issue at Grammar but John
handled it carefully and capably by assigning it the priority that was
appropriate within the context of a liberal education. The expectation
about Grammar’s exam performance was also a sensitive area. John
handled it with aplomb. He predicted that selective high schools with
their large candidacy and focus on exam results would dominate
the HSC performance tables. The Trustees strongly supported
John’s philosophy of pursuing academic excellence as a component
of a liberal education rather than exclusively for the sake of exam
performance.
John was also concerned about Grammar’s responsibility,
enshrined in its Act of incorporation, ‘to confer a liberal course of
education on all classes and denominations, without any distinction
whatsoever’. John urged the Trustees to increase the number of
scholarships in order to make merit the major criterion for entry to
the School.
Within a short time, the Trustees were happy that they had made
an excellent appointment as Headmaster and that the School was
headed for a very successful period in its history. I suspect also that
on reflection, given John’s success as Headmaster, the Trustees of that
time are just a little embarrassed by the rigour of his selection process.

eleventh Headmaster
Hugh Mackay AO, Trustee 1995-2005 (Chairman 2003-05)

H

aving had personal experience of
headmasters Colin Healey, Alastair
Mackerras, Ralph Townsend and John Vallance,
I occasionally need to remind myself that
Sydney Grammar School is, after all, a school!
For a secondary school to have attracted men of
such calibre to its headmastership says a great
deal about the institution itself. Grammar is a
remarkable place – intellectually, culturally and Hugh Mackay AO
socially – and its strong traditions demand that
while each headmaster should bring something new to the School, its
distinctive ethos must be preserved.
When Ralph Townsend arrived, people were sceptical of his
ability to do anything more than ‘carry on the good work done by
Mackerras’. When John Vallance arrived, people said the same thing
about the need to do no more than extend the Townsend era. Yet
Townsend was, like Mackerras, a revolutionary (though of a very
different style), and now we have witnessed another revolutionary
period under the leadership of John Vallance.
My term as chairman, though brief, was long enough to see what
a remarkable person John Vallance is, and what particular gifts he
would bring to the School. As chairman, I instituted a ‘Headmaster’s
Half-hour’ before each monthly meeting of Trustees, giving Dr
Vallance an opportunity to range beyond the agenda for the meeting
to follow, and to expose us to his educational philosophy. Those
sessions amply demonstrated the originality of his thinking and the
breadth of his vision for the School.
He is universally recognised as a man of formidable intellect and
cultural depth, leavened by a sense of humour. His own training, both
as classicist and musician, formed his understanding of education
and his vision for the School. He knew what the big questions were;
he knew how rich the experience of a liberal education could be; he
knew that society needed people trained in a robust, rigorous and
demanding educational environment. And he never flinched from
his determination to ensure that Grammar would offer just such an
environment.
He also dreamed of ways to enrich the built environment that were
both functional and beautiful: he strongly supported, for example, the
completion of the original plans for the School by the construction of
the College Street portico. (Later, he conceived of the New Hall, and
saw it through to completion.)
Like all the great headmasters who have preceded him, John
Vallance has made a unique and enduring contribution to the life of
the School.
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David Gonski AC, Trustee 1993-2010 (Chairman 2003-10)

David Kirk MBE , 2010-present (Chairman 2011-present)

I

I

n my view the greatest way to protect and
guard Sydney Grammar School is to have a
first rate headmaster. Since 1857, when Sydney
Grammar School commenced, there have been
only eleven headmasters and today we honour
John Vallance the present incumbent who has
recently announced his resignation.
In 1999 Ralph Townsend announced his
resignation after ten years as headmaster of this
David Gonski AC
school to move to the UK. I was on the Board of
Trustees of the School and, as no doubt is the case today, the Trustees
put all of their verve, energy and determination into finding a new
headmaster.
We scoured the world and indeed even brought someone from the
UK to Australia that we thought was very acceptable for interviews,
etc.
I am very proud of the small part I played in identifying the fact
that we had a real gem on staff at that time who should be considered
for the role. My son had a Tutor group master by the name of John
Vallance. I hadn’t had many interactions with him but had heard his
name in glowing terms at the dinner table each night and I sensed
from these that he had the values, the background and the ability to be
a great headmaster of the School.
Since that time John has served the School with enormous
distinction. He has that ability to know strategically how to position
the School going forward on a ‘macro’ basis and at the same time on a
‘micro’ basis he is able to care for both boys and staff in a way which,
in my view, epitomises the ethic of Sydney Grammar School.
By my calculations John is in his seventeenth year as Headmaster of
the School.
I worked closely with John meeting him every Tuesday morning
throughout the eight years of my chairmanship. I found him so good
that one day I was actually going to say to him that he should seek
to be the longest serving headmaster of Sydney Grammar School.
Fortunately, I decided to look up what the record would be that he
had to beat naїvely thinking it would be about twenty years as I knew
that was the period Alastair Mackerras had served. However, in doing
my research, I noted that Albert Bythesea Weigall was Headmaster of
the school for 45 years. If I had suggested that to John and he actually
tried to do so, he wouldn’t have reached half way yet, and would
probably get success by his 90th birthday.
I know it is John’s decision to leave the School but I want him to
know that his contribution over the seventeen years at this school is
immeasurable – as a past Trustee and as a father of boys who went
through the School I can speak very authoritatively on this. I believe
strongly that he has left very big shoes to fill and has set an extremely
high bar. We are in his debt!
(An excerpt from a speech given at the OSU Dinner, 11 August 2016.)
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have worked with John as Chairman of
Trustees for five years. That period has been
marked by many outward signs of progress at the
School, including the conclusion of the New Hall,
major building works at St Ives and Edgecliff, the
re-laying of the Weigall sports fields and other
building works, but investment in the physical
school, important though it is, has never been
the number one priority for John. His primary
David Kirk MBE
concern has always been to build a school that
has the capability to deliver the secular, liberal education he is so adept
at describing. His three priorities have been the Common Room, the
curriculum and the culture of the School.
The Common Rooms at all three schools are second to none in
Australia and in many instances superior to University departments.
John has insisted on fastidious hiring and created many opportunities
for further education, especially in departments.
I have met with John weekly during term time and through the
whole period John’s priorities have never changed. He has sought
to lead a school that prepares boys well for public examinations
and educates them. The fundamental aim of the education he has
fashioned the School to deliver has been to help boys understand
that education is a self-directed, organic sort of thing, a personal
journey fuelled by curiosity and marked by choices, none of which are
irrevocable.
This philosophy is coupled with the conviction that in order to
think well, to assess and to analyse and finally to decide and to act, it
is not only confidence and capacity that is required but a deep store of
knowledge. Educated minds are minds that draw on the long history
of scholarship.
John has worked very hard to try and influence the NSW schools’
curriculum in support of his aims and where that has not been
possible he has worked to find ways to do things the Grammar way
regardless. The quality of the NSW Board of Studies curriculum
in the sciences has been a particular concern recently. John has
worked tirelessly with colleagues to urge a continued focus on the
fundamental content of physics, chemistry and biology and not a drift
into a descriptive approach to science.
I have always been deeply impressed by the simple comment we
read so often, ‘The Headmaster is always available to see boys when he
is not otherwise engaged.’ At Grammar today the relationship between
masters and boys is respectful, direct and of fundamental equality.
The Grammar culture John has fostered supports and rewards
individuality, curiosity, wit, originality and tolerance. Sounds like
John Vallance. What a legacy!

Fossils, rock art and a million stars!
The latest Science Beyond the Curriculum expeditions saw boys, parents and staff heading for the
Kimberley and Naracoorte, South Australia to experience… well, more than just science.
Words Ishaan Vellani, John Mentzines (both II) and Dr Malcom Binns

End of tour camel train ride on Cable Beach

D

Starry, starry night...

Singing ‘Carmen Sydneiense’ in Cathedral Gorge

A different point of view

uring the June/July holiday Grammar
boys from Forms II-V flew to Broome,
Western Australia. Accompanied by their
families, Dr Binns (Science Department) and
Dr Ian Graham from the University of NSW,
we were about to embark on a journey into
the Kimberley, one of Australia’s oldest and
amazing regions.
By day we explored the incredible large
spans of wilderness, rugged mountains,
dramatic gorges, secret water-holes and caves
that define the Kimberley. By night, under
a million stars, we arranged our stretchers
around a campfire, lounged about playing
cards, spit-roasted marshmallows and told
stories.
Visits to the Bungle Bungles, the Munurru
rock art site, Windjana Gorge and Tunnel
Creek all stand out as highlights. The Bungle
Bungles are roughly 350 million years
old and have had spiritual significance to
Aborigines for over 40,000 years. We walked
through them, helicoptered over them and
even sang the School Song in the echoing
cavern structure of Cathedral Gorge. That
was an unforgettable moment! Whilst on the
Mitchell Plateau we explored the Indigenous
rock art of handprints and sacred figures
at Munurru which date back almost 65,000
years as well as an ancient open burial
ground.
Windjana Gorge and Tunnel Creek are
part of the Devonian Reef range that is
around 400 million years old. More recently,
in the 1880s, they became the backdrop to
the longest battle fought on Australian soil.
This battle, between English pastoralists
and the local Bunuba people led by a young
Aboriginal man named Jandamarra, was
waged over the fertile land of Bunuba

The big squeeze

country. Walking in Jandamarra’s footsteps
through Windjana Gorge and Tunnel Creek
was one of the group’s most memorable
experiences.
What made our Kimberley trip so special?
Was it the geology? Was it the history? Was
it the people who made up the group? Was it
sleeping under a million stars? Maybe it was
everything.
During the September school holidays
twenty-eight boys and parents took part in a
four-day road trip to explore the geology and
geography of the country between Melbourne
and Adelaide. The main focus of the trip was
the World Heritage fossil site at Naracoorte
with its ancestral megafauna; the marsupial
lion Thylacoleo carnifex, being one of the
most noted remains found to date. Not only
did we see the sites of the fossil digs, but we
were able to contribute to the isolation of
fossil remains and explore the cave system
off the beaten track. When not underground,
we were climbing the (extinct) volcanoes of
Victoria’s Gippsland region, visiting sites
of indigenous permanent settlement dating
back thousands of years and familiarizing
ourselves with the present day flora and fauna
of the Coorong wetlands of South Australia.
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In Arnhem Land
College Street staff-members Geoff Carroll, Paul Corkin and Courteney Forsyth report on the
second Indigenous immersion trip undertaken by Grammar boys.

Rock art at Injalak Hill

View from Injalak Hill

Deluge at Mamadawerre

Dinner: roasted wallaby!
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E

ighteen boys from Forms IV and V visited two remote Indigenous
communities in Arnhem Land during the Term III holidays as
part of the Red Earth Indigenous Immersion. This was the first time
that Red Earth had operated in Arnhem Land, so the boys had a
unique experience, being the first school group to live and interact
with these communities.
Our first visit was to Murdudjurl, a small Indigenous outstation
in the heart of Kakadu National Park, 300km from Darwin.
Mandy Muir, our contact for the first three days was a leader of the
Murrumburr Clan and her mother Jessie is a Traditional Owner
and board member of Kakadu Tourism. Mandy and her family were
exceptionally accommodating, providing us with a welcoming bush
tucker meal of freshly caught magpie geese, beef and barramundi on
our first night.
Over the next two days, Mandy and her family shared their close
connection to the land with the boys, showing them how to make
didgeridoos and taking them on tours of local Indigenous rock art
sites and a cruise around the crocodile-laden Yellow Water billabong.
During this time the boys also worked on their self-funded service
project: a shaded greenhouse to allow the community to improve
their food production for the wet season.
Our second community was Mamadawerre, an even more remote
outstation with a current population of about twenty people. The
community runs on solar power and mainly relies upon its airstrip
for transport, groceries and medical care. Rosemary Nabulwad,
our contact, was also fantastically welcoming and within hours the
community had embraced the boys from Grammar and shared with
them their love of their land. Over the next few days the boys were
immersed in men’s business: learning how to make spears, strip
paper bark, make brushes and paint art, while the women learned
how to gather pandanas leaves for weaving. The community of
Mamadawerre celebrated our final evening with a freshly roasted
wallaby and a touching farewell song around the campfire sung by
the women elders.
We were also fortunate enough to share our trip with two
academics who were studying the community. Alexandra Marley,
from ANU, had learned the local Gundjeihmi language and was
studying dialect differences across the region as part of her PhD.
Steve Bird, a computational linguist from Melbourne University, was
engaged in an ambitious project to use voice recognition technology
to record, learn and preserve rare spoken languages. It was great
for the boys to have exposure to this alternative interest in the
community.
Overall, the immersion was a huge success and the boys gained a
new respect for the effort and dedication that the local communities
have for their traditional cultures and crafts. It was also great to
see how quickly and comfortably the boys were able to build strong
relations with community members of all ages in such a short period
of time.

Airport runway at Mamadawerre

‘The mob’

Sunset at Red Lily billabong

Welcome to Country at Mamadawerre
SGS SUMMER 2016 33

I

Words Cheryl Sewell, House Psychologist
(An address given to parents earlier this year.)
Photography Stephen Miller

am often asked if young people today are more likely to experience
and report depression and anxiety than in previous generations.
Is there an epidemic in adolescent depression and anxiety? This is a
difficult question to answer – changing diagnostic criteria, differences
in assessments and variations in data collection and analysis make
comparisons between different research papers, and across decades,
almost impossible. There is conflicting evidence in meta-analysis –
some would indicate an increase in the prevalence of depression and
anxiety and some do not.
Despite the lack of clarity in research, anecdotally, psychologists in
schools and those in private practice will say that there has been an
increase in the presentation of depressed and anxious young people.
I have spoken many times with psychiatrists in youth mental health
units who report the same. It is a conversation that I have with my
colleagues every time we meet. We are constantly asking the question
‘why do more kids these days need support?’ In my first few years
working in schools, I rarely needed to refer to psychiatrists. Now I
have their mobile numbers and the wait time for a consultation can be
months.
However, in my opinion, a diagnosis holds less importance than
the way the young person feels. If they are not coping, they should
seek support. It doesn’t matter if they don’t meet diagnostic criteria.
It is better to seek help sooner rather than later.
In fact, a recent and well accepted meta-analysis of the worldwide prevalence of mental disorders, published in Journal of Child
Psychology and Psychiatry, agrees that it is very important to
recognise and support young people with sub-threshold symptoms
– those who don’t meet the diagnostic criteria, but who experience

Adolescent
mental health
‘Sometimes adults can give teenagers the message that they should…
just get over it, just stop worrying. Trust me, if they could, they would.
Sometimes they just don’t know how.’

Cheryl Sewell
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functional impairment – because it is critical that we teach these
young people the strategies to stop functional impairment
leading to mental illness (MI).
This is where the pastoral structure at Grammar –
the House/Tutorial system – is so important. It is set
up in such a way to recognise and respond to boys
before a crisis happens – a measure to catch the
boys who are not coping and before they become
unwell. It means that we can act quickly to create
a support plan. That plan may or may not involve
seeing me, but it is co-ordinated, considered
and swift. Communication between clinicians,
parents and staff is structured to ensure that
everything is done to support the boys at
Grammar.
Knowing the boys in the manner that
happens here helps to ensure that change
is noticed. If a boy’s mood drops, or he is
overly worried about a piece of work, or
slips academically and someone notices,
we act. This is important because, the
social, emotional and psychological
health of young people is as integral
to their development as are their
academic education and relationships.
When young people thrive in these
areas – of social and emotional wellbeing
– adolescence and school, are much easier
to navigate, are much more fun. It can also lead to
improved academic outcomes.
At Grammar the House/Tutorial system is embedded in day-to-day
life. One of my first impressions in starting here was the connection
which Tutors have with their tutees. In my first few days here I could
hear the conversations outside my office as a Tutor chatted with her
tutees. The connection was obvious – a friendly, relaxed, respectful
chat – a conversation where the Tutor was aware of something the boy
had been doing on the previous weekend and was enquiring about
how it had gone. There was genuine interest and rapport.
Connections between boys and masters are also visible. In
the hours outside class time, they can be seen in pairs scattered
everywhere talking about academic work, exams papers etc. Masters
are present and available to provide academic support.
House Masters are also very familiar with the boys in their House
and are able to discuss what may lie behind a presenting issue. The
care and compassion exercised by Tutors and House Masters is
evident. And it is equally evident when matters of discipline are being
dealt with.
Our role as Counsellors is to work with, consult and advise those
most closely involved with your sons as to the best way to support
them. It is also our role to work directly with your sons where
appropriate, or to suggest referrals to external professionals who are
better suited to support them. When this occurs, our role is to liaise
with the external clinicians to ensure that the School is supporting
your son in line with the clinician’s work.
Parents and boys are often concerned about confidentiality when
seeing a school-based psychologist and it is true that there is a balance
required that is perhaps different to that of a clinician in private
practice. Just as a psychologist in a hospital setting is expected to
work with a team, so too is a psychologist in a school. If we work in
isolation, then we are not fully supporting your boys.
However, there is a delicate balance between discretion and
discussion at Grammar. Information about your son is shared
between parties only when necessary and is treated with the utmost

respect and consideration. However, it is made very clear in the
first session of counselling that, while counselling is essentially
confidential, it is not entirely so. Any information that suggests that
a boy is at risk of harm – at their hand or another – will not be kept
private. Information that concerns boys at risk of harm is reported to
parents and to relevant staff and relevant authorities. We will always
act to keep boys safe.
I also include parents in counselling. Whether in my private
practice or at the School, my counselling and treatment philosophy
wholeheartedly includes parents. These are your sons and your
relationship with them is paramount. Obviously, I can’t disclose
everything that happens in a counselling session (as that would
render counselling useless), but I do keep parents very well informed
of their child’s progress and discuss any concerns. I also encourage
boys to share with parents what happens in counselling and I find that
working with parents provides the best avenue to support their boys.
When I am working with your son, either directly, or supporting
the House System, my aim is to work towards self-sufficiency, selfresponsibility, self-mastery and independence. Counselling and
treatment, in my view, aim to support boys to grow into good men
who learn to manage the crises they will inevitably face. Counselling
is not doing its job if it is not moving toward becoming redundant.
However, counselling and treatment is not a one stop fix-it
shop. Boys and young men need to also seek support from family,
friends, teachers and other trusted adults. These relationships and
the guidance they bring, will, for most boys, be all that they need
and neither you nor your son will ever need to see a psychologist or
counsellor.
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“When I was a child there was one winner
in ‘pass the parcel’... and you dealt with
the disappointment of not winning. Today’s
‘everyone’s a winner’ mentality can
mean children then struggle when they
face adversity because they have been
protected from failure.”
Boys who require counselling and treatment can refer themselves to
either Mr Whild or myself, or they are referred by their House Master,
their Tutor or by their parents. They can be referred for school-based
issues (such as friendship, study, perfectionism or procrastination),
family-based issues (such as separations or illness), grief and loss,
personal issues (such as sexuality), relationship and mental health
issues.
Depression and anxiety are the most often presented mental health
issues in schools. According to the Australian Institute of Health
and Welfare, one in six or seven young people today are living with a
mental health disorder.
Depression is potentially debilitating. It is feared and misunderstood
and often peculiar in its course. While in general depressive symptoms
are similar in young people compared to older adults, adolescents
may be more likely to present with irritability or poor emotional
regulation, changes in sleep and eating patterns, somatic complaints
and poor self-worth rather than depressed mood, hopelessness and
despair. Young people may also present primarily with other concerns
such as substance misuse, eating problems and academic difficulties,
all of which may be underpinned by problems with their mood. At a
conference I attended recently Professor Gordon Parker, from the Black
Dog Institute, also spoke about the idea of the ‘loss of light in the eyes’
of young people with depression and I think this is an excellent visual
clue to recognizing the illness and often something parents might
notice.
Anxiety disorders involve excessive fear or worry that differs from
normal developmental fears. The fears or worry can manifest in
physical symptoms of distress (such as headaches or stomach aches),
perfectionism, excessive reassurance-seeking, difficulty dealing with
change or fear of the future, and sleep issues. Many of the anxiety
disorders that develop in childhood will persist into adulthood if they
are not treated.
Of course it is vital to distinguish depression from a bad day
and anxiety from the normal stresses of life. And the turmoil of
the adolescent years makes this a particularly difficult distinction.
Adolescence is already a time of change, with teenagers trying to
forge their identity and become independent. Ordinarily, their moods
fluctuate, they can be quick to temper and tears, and are stressed over
school and the future.
Unfortunately, there is no blood test or x-ray to diagnose mental
illness. Much of it depends on the experience of the clinician and
observations of families and friends and the client themselves.
Whether there is an increase in prevalence of depression and anxiety
is uncertain, but what we can say is that Australian urban teenagers
now have fairly good mental health literacy – they recognise depression
and anxiety. According to Professor Gordon Parker, Australia is ahead
of the world in destigmatizing depression. We can assume therefore
that initiatives like BeyondBlue and Reachout have been successful in
increasing understanding and decreasing stigma. So maybe there aren’t
more young people experiencing depression and anxiety, they are just
better at recognizing it and asking for help.
Either way mental health literacy has not led to a decrease in
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prevalence. A recent journal editorial piece suggested that this is
because the focus in Australia on increasing access to treatment, rather
than prevention, has meant that depression and anxiety have not
decreased.
So what can be done to protect young people from MI? One option
is to explore the factors that expose young people to MI and consider
ideas to prevent or reverse that exposure. To look at the protactive
factors – the ones which promote good mental health.
Dr Jean Twenge (an American psychologist) has published a number
of articles about an increase in prevalence, and is one researcher who
does believe there is an increase. She writes that the current generations
are raised with a disconnect between expectation and reality – young
people are told ‘you can be anything you want’ or ‘if you work hard
enough you can achieve’. But then young people find that the reality
is not so easy. When I was a child there was one winner in ‘pass
the parcel’ and one ‘best and fairest’ award and you dealt with the
disappointment of not winning. Today’s ‘everyone’s a winner’ mentality
can mean children then struggle when they face adversity because they
have been protected from failure.
To help protect young people we need to ensure they learn to tolerate
distress and disappointment – to develop the ability to accept, in a
non-evaluative and non-judgemental fashion, both themselves and the
current situation. They need to learn that they will not always win, that
sometimes they will miss out, or just not do as well as they had hoped.
In this way, they learn to tolerate distress, and through learning to
sit with discomfort or unhappiness they learn that they can survive a
disappointment. And when more important struggles occur later on,
they have some of the skills and strategies to manage.
Twenge also argues that mental health problems are heightened
when there is a strong emphasis on extrinsic values (such as money
and image) and a weakened emphasis on intrinsic values (such a
community and affiliation). Therefore, by guiding young people
about values, about looking outward not inwards, by reducing
the individualisation of teenagers and creating connections in the
community, we are helping them to develop protective factors.
Research has also raised awareness and concern over how having
overinvolved parents may be related to higher levels of depression and
anxiety as well as less perseverance in children. This literature suggests
that such children may feel less competent and less able to manage
life and its stressors. Of course, in contrast to warnings about the
dangers of over-parenting, child development literature abounds with
evidence that parental involvement in children’s lives facilitates healthy
development. Ultimately, it seems, it is likely that the type, rather than
the amount, of parental involvement is crucial in determining child
outcomes. Although good behavioural control is generally associated
with positive child outcomes, psychological control (e.g. inducing guilt
or withholding love) may be particularly damaging. So too, parenting
that is supportive of a child’s autonomy may be particularly beneficial
to children. Research has demonstrated that parents who allow
children to take an active role in solving their own problems (autonomy
supportive) leads to better social and emotional adjustment in children,
including less anxiety, less depression, and fewer behaviour problems.

As adults we must step back and let young people problem-solve; let
them try and fail and learn from that experience.
Another phenomenon which I have noticed in my time working
with young men is the pervasive influence of the media in how the
male body is portrayed. Men’s bodies seem to be sexually objectified
now in a way that has been identified as a problem for women for
many years. The influx of health and fitness magazines for men with
photo-shopped bodies and advice on the perfect workout seem to
have caught young men off guard and we are yet to educate them, as
we have done for girls, that the image is fake. The physiques portrayed
are almost impossible for most men to achieve, and comparison with
these apparently ‘normal’ male bodies can lead to significant body
dissatisfaction which may trigger depression or anxiety. We have a
role to play in educating young men about media misrepresentation.
We also know that a healthy lifestyle makes a difference – boys need to
exercise, eat well and have good sleep hygiene – to help maintain good
mental health.
Further, the impact of the internet on health and well-being of
young people is often raised. Unsurprisingly, internet use has also been
correlated with poorer communication and less social contact and
this shift toward isolation exacerbates a person’s vulnerability to MI.
Furthermore, young people now have exposure to very confronting
and immediate catastrophic news items online. Not only does this
generation of Australians live with a relatively new fear of terrorism,
they have immediate access to (sometimes uncensored) images and
footage. The sanitised, delayed, often grainy footage of news on
analogue TV, is nothing like the YouTube feeds that teenagers can
access without your knowledge. They know of and see more reasons to
be depressed and scared about the world around them and their future.
Unfortunately, even with all these measures addressed, some boys
will still develop mental health issues due to biological and genetic
triggers, or the circumstances of their lives. And some boys will
struggle emotionally without being depressed or anxious. Remember
that MI is not a weakness. In fact to live with MI takes an enormous
amount of strength. Boys don’t like to feel bad. It’s awful to feel
anxious or depressed or even stressed or sad for long periods. When
teenagers are not coping, they don’t like it at all and they wish it would
go away. They want to wake and feel refreshed and buoyant, and they
want to feel like life is fun. Sometimes adults can give teenagers the
message that they should just perk up, or just get over it, just stop
worrying. Trust me, if they could, they would. Sometimes they just
don’t know how.
Finally, apart from supporting young people to develop protective
mechanisms, what is the most important thing that you can do as
parents? Talk to your son and ask, ‘are you ok?’ or ‘how are you
travelling?’. Be aware of any differences in his behaviour – eating,
sleeping, socialising, mood, stress – and if you are concerned, or if you
are curious as to whether what is happening is ‘normal’ or not, please
ask. Contact your son’s Tutor or Housemaster and talk through what
you are seeing or sensing or worrying about. Together with you we can
work out a first step to determining if your son is OK or whether he
needs support.
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teaching

texts

‘What we try to teach… is an
orientation within the world that
recognises others as possessing
depth, particularity, uniqueness, autonomy.’ A senior English
Master explains how boys are taught to read texts.

M

ost pupils will tell you that making something out to be more than it appears
is what we do in English classrooms. Of course they are right. For the present,
I want to explain a sense in which what we do in English classrooms is also more
than it appears, that what we teach is more than such things as themes, techniques
and context.
To do this, I want to focus most particularly on how we read, and on some
of what is implied by the moves we make when we read a text in class. As a case
in point, let’s take a short poem by Emily Dickinson, a mid-nineteenth-century
American poet. I’ll put a number of questions to the poem, in much the same way
that we do in class, and then reflect a little bit on what this questioning involves.
A member of a patrician New England family, Dickinson famously was a brilliant
eccentric, living much of her adult life very privately, refusing most visitors and
publishing almost nothing of her work, which was found in a drawer, bound up in
small, improvised volumes, after her death. Helpfully, for our purposes, a recurrent
theme in her work is the fraught nature both of reading and of writing. The poem
we’ll look at has no separate title. Punctuation and spelling are hers.
Split the Lark – and you’ll find the Music –
Bulb after Bulb, in Silver rolled –
Scantilly dealt to the Summer Morning
Saved for your Ear when Lutes be old.
Loose the Flood – you shall find it patent –
Gush after Gush, reserved for you –
Scarlet Experiment! Sceptic Thomas!
Now, do you doubt that your Bird was true?

Emily Dickinson

‘What are we, and our pupils, to do with all this?
Dickinson was a genius, after all. How can we cut
her down to classroom size? How can opening up
the poem in this way help us ‘find the Music’ and
help us all to be the readers that we ought to be,
when what we find is more than we can handle?’
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Note how Dickinson buttonholes her
readers, using the shock value of the imagery
to demand some sort of response: an
affirmation, an excuse, perhaps an apology?
Through the second-person address we find
ourselves caught up in a back-story of doubt
or mistrust with even some sort of symbolic
violence contemplated between poet and
reader. The poem seems to be concerned with
issues of faith and scepticism, as suggested
by the reference to ‘doubting’ Thomas,
the disciple who refused to believe in the
resurrection until he could finger the wounds
of the risen Christ. But – we might ask the
class – doubt or faith in relation to what?
At least since the Romantics, the lark and
the nightingale are conventional symbols
of the poet. The nightingale is typically
invisible, singing often at night, from the
deep seclusion of the shrubbery, while the
lark sings on the wing, sometimes at high
altitude – Keats’ ‘Ode to a Nightingale’ and
Shelley’s ‘To a Skylark’ might be referenced
here. One likely reading, then, is that the poet
is the lark, and that lark-splitting is reading
the poem in a certain doubting, sceptical way,
one that would not just prod at the wounded
divinity, but would crucify her (or her poem),
no less. Dickinson, remember, published

Words Dr Geoff Windon English Department
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Dr Geoff Windon in the classroom

almost none of her original, confronting
verse, leaving her work to be discovered and
prodded posthumously by strangers like us.
In this reading, the poem is concerned with
anxieties about publication, about exposing
the private self, and above all about what is
fair or appropriate treatment for the poem
and the poet. It is about being recognised
for who we are, or think we are. So Thomas
the lark-splitter – note the assertiveness
and the violence of that initial verb in the
poem – might well be any English teacher,
anatomising the poem with the class and
thus, as Wordsworth would have it in a
somewhat different context, murdering to
dissect. Why not, the poem seems to say, be
content to hear from afar, to simply accept,
or surrender to the experience, rather than
to look too closely, to prod, to question? Such
a reading would pit feeling against intellect,
relying on the absurdity of the scenario
(anatomising a bird to find the music inside
it) to decide the issue. What kind of knucklehead would do something like that?
Perhaps this is what the poem says, but let’s
do our own experiment, do the sort of thing
we often do in class, and shift the frame of
reference a little to see where that will take us.
Can we read the poem another way? Or what
about this: What does ‘finding the music’
mean in this poem?
The poem seems to say that the music is
what is true poetry, is what makes her a true
poet. The association of poetry with music is
an ancient one that has become a cliché, and
like many clichés it has a lot of truth in it. Is
there more to it in this poem?
One answer might be that music is
evanescent. Paintings, sculptures and
books are all perishable, but music – not
the notation of music, but music itself – is
evidently always perishing, as note succeeds
note. It is only ever caught in its process of
disappearance. Dickinson’s verse generally
has this quality, in its choice of subject and
in her elusive persona, even in her chosen
reclusiveness and inaccessibility to strangers.
We sense at times that she wanted almost to
disappear, or to be disappearing, in relation
to certain outsiders. The verse is often focused
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on moments that are elusive or on objects
that vanish. Her treatment of mortality is one
celebrated instance. Or a bird might capture
her attention and then fly away. Another
famous and very beautiful poem goes like this:
A Route of Evanescence
With a revolving Wheel –
A Resonance of Emerald –
A Rush of Cochineal –
And every Blossom on the Bush
Adjusts its tumbled Head –
The mail from Tunis, probably,
An easy Morning’s Ride –
This is a ‘riddle’ poem, so we are supposed
to guess what is being described. The answer
is…a hummingbird. The ‘revolving wheel’ is
the blur of its wings as it hovers to feed before
darting away. The last two lines comment on
the exoticism of this visitor to a New England
garden. Solving the riddle of the music in
this poetry might not be so simple as finding
what it describes, and there might not be only
one answer, but this odd, hummingbird-like
appearing/disappearing act of music might be
a good place to start our search for it in our
poem.
To take the discussion further in our
imaginary classroom, let’s pull back and
adjust the frame of reference yet again. To
understand ‘Split the Lark’ in any depth
we need to see it from different angles. We
could consider its historical and geographical
context generally, and then we might focus
more precisely on aspects of gender, such
as Dickinson’s position as an unmarried
middle-class woman from a celebrated New
England family in the ineteenth century, or
the sexual subtext of the poem. Next we could
focus on nationality. The poem is thought
to have been written at about the same time
that the meaning of her nation was being
bloodily contested in the Civil War and her
countryman, Walt Whitman, was attempting
to define what that nation should be in his
verse, yet the war figures only obliquely at best
in her poetry. Each of these contexts opens
up vast possibilities of interpretation and
cross-reference. When we do this we verily
‘Loose the Flood.’ In the poem, the Biblical
associations of that capital ‘f’ suggest the
drowning of a world of apostates and doubters.
We are warned that there is too much poem,
‘Gush after Gush’, too much meaning, too
much feeling, too much beauty for us. Tardislike, it is bigger on the inside. As we canvas
these various contexts (and potentially others),
the margins of the poem become blurred, its
joints stretched and loosened in a way that
Dickinson’s peculiar punctuation seems to
suggest. What otherwise could seem lapidary
and inert on the page begins to melt and foam
and expand.
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What are we, and our pupils, to do with all
this? Dickinson was a genius, after all. How
can we cut her down to classroom size? How
can opening up the poem in this way help
us ‘find the Music’ and help us all to be the
readers that we ought to be, when what we
find is more than we can handle?
Finding the music might not mean
arriving at the always disappearing centre of
the poem, as our knuckleheaded anatomist
might think. In some measure it means
letting the music of the poem find us. It
does involve an acceptance or surrender to
the poem – letting it get hold of us. This is
one way that art usually works. Finding the
music could mean letting the poem move
us, emotionally and intellectually. But if we
aren’t to be swamped we also have to push
back, moving with it and against it. When my
colleagues teach mathematics, they are really
trying to teach how to think mathematically.
The same goes for thinking scientifically,
historically, and so on. We only really know
French or Italian or German or Chinese
when we can think in those languages as well
as speak them. In the English Department
we teach thinking in and through, which
means also against, our language. Adam
Gopnik, essayist for the The New Yorker
magazine, says of wit and puns – he might
have been talking about the technical side
of our work generally – that they ‘aren’t just
decor of the mind; they are essential signs
that the mind knows it’s on, recognises its
own software, can spot the bugs in its own
program.’ Reading critically doesn’t just
mean critiquing the poem. First and foremost
it involves critiquing our own thinking about
it. If this is ‘critical literacy’, the criticism goes
both ways.
The text is an object of concern. We are
concerned to get it right (in some meaningful
sense), to do it justice, not to play fast and
loose with it, not to traduce it, but to know
it. This is the kind of reading that the poem
is about, this sort of acknowledgement,
it seems to me, that the poem seeks. The
concern with justice, with truth, and the care

and, yes, work that we put into this shows
that reading the poem well isn’t just about
knowing things; it isn’t just cognitive, it is
ethical. Real scholarship is a subset of this
broader ethos of care and concern. Through
the shifting frames of reference that we
bring to bear on the poem, we recognise
the complexity and the particularity of the
multiple, sometimes conflicting identities of
the poet that it manifests for us. We have to
negotiate, to make conscious choices amongst
all this, understanding that we necessarily
leave out more than we can possibly get in,
that our conclusions are fallible. We take
responsibility for those choices in the context
of this broader ethos.
What we try to teach, in our different
ways, is an orientation within the world
that recognises others as possessing depth,
particularity, uniqueness, autonomy –
not just recognising the generic and the
normative, but learning the discipline of
hearing also the unfamiliar, eccentric or
unprepossessing. Reading should be a
negotiation that is governed by fairness,
by equity, by justice. Wordsworth called
this reading, hearing ‘the still, sad music of
humanity’, a formulation that can sound
sentimental, but in context was revolutionary.
His concern, in part, was to salvage the idea
of free, responsible citizenship after the
failure of the French Revolution, which he
had initially supported. Dickinson’s verse
is less obviously associated with the idea of
the citizen than Whitman’s. Her poetry was
anything but public in her own time, yet in
its way, partly by examining the complexities
of reading, it explores the continuities as well
as the obstacles between private and public.
Her framing of the imperative to do justice in
this poem, with full acknowledgement of the
strenuousness that this implies, binds up the
concerns with boundaries between public and
private, questions of gender and nationality,
and what it means to be a free, responsible
citizen. Those are, at least indirectly, our
concerns in the classroom also.

Junior runners win GPS premiership
Ralph Bartels (Master-in-Charge Cross Country) shares the good news of the School’s first
Cross Country premiership since 2010 – our first Under 14 premiership since 2008.

T

he Under 14 Cross Country team has won
the GPS Under 14 premiership for the first
time since 2008 with a final tally which put
them more than 100 points in front of nearest
rivals, Sydney High. The most impressive
new acquisitions this year from Form I were
certainly Luc Jeffriess, Liam van Es-Dickman
and Rory Wylie. Rory, who joined the team
half-way through the season, impressed
everyone when he completed the last two
carnivals on crutches in order to complete the
requisite number of races for the team to be
eligible to win overall.
Many of the Under 14 boys had already
made their mark earlier in the season. A
record number of Grammar boys from this
age group (11 out of a total of 28 SGS boys)
were selected to represent the GPS in the CIS
championships: Rory Wylie, Rayyan Saqib,
Riley Landfear, Remy Alonso, Luc Jeffriess,
Liam van Es-Dickman, Shyaan Patel (all
I), Hayden Chan, George McEnearney and
Arnold Walsh (all II), and John Mentzines
(III). In the Under 13s, Luc Jeffriess finished

Headmaster prepares to start the SGS invitational

as the first GPS runner in fifth place and Rory
Wylie pulled away from the competition to
win the Under 12s event. Rory and Luc also
qualified for the All Schools championships,
where they came 5th and 14th respectively.
At the end of the day four Grammar
runners qualified for the State championships:
Rory Wylie, Luc Jeffriess (both I), Max Davy
and Timothy Hirsch (VI) and Elliot Metcalf
(IV) – an outstanding result.
These very strong results are reflective of
the talent and determination of all runners in
this age group. It is also the result of excellent
coaching. Grammar has certainly some the
most experienced and committed coaches:
Mr Geoff Carroll, who also teaches some of
the boys Mathematics; Old Boys and former
Captains of Cross Country, Sam Gottlieb and
Patrick Lonergan, and especially the head
coach of Cross Country Mr Keith Bateman,
whose emphasise on running technique
certainly had a significant impact on the boys’
performances.

Above: Rory Wylie (I)
Left: Cross Country GPS CIS reps
Right: Under 14 Premiers
Below: Torrential rain? Love it!
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Winter sport round-up
With a GPS premiership trophy in the cabinet and a long list of boys gaining representative
selection, it has been a successful season of winter sport.

I

n 2016 Grammar boasted the highest
number of cross-country runners (over 100)
in the GPS. Twenty-eight boys were selected
to represent the GPS in the CIS with Max
Davy, Elliot Metcalf, Luc Jeffriess and Rory
Wylie all qualifying for the NSW All Schools
championships. The Under 14s won the GPS
premiership (see separate article page 41.). The
Under 16s and Opens teams both came third.
In football thirty-four teams achieved a
win/loss ratio of 72% (Under 15s 78%). The
14As were undefeated. The Seconds conceded
only six goals in GPS matches and finished
fourth on the GPS ladder. The Firsts began
their season well with several pre-season
victories but were unable to carry this success
through to the GPS competition itself.
Grammar rugby teams won 56% of all 130
games played (63% of GPS games). Despite
not being highly ranked as a ‘rugby school’,
talented rugby players still have a pathway
to follow – nine Grammar boys gained GPS
selection including Alec Sheldon (GPS 1st
XV). Alec’s achievement after returning after
a season ending in injury twelve months prior
and also gaining selection in GPS 1sts cricket
is a feat rarely achieved in this age of sports
specialisation.
The Firsts rifle shooting team finished
third in the GPS competition having been
placed second going into the final event. Peter
Hummell’s phenomenal overall individual
score of 198/200 saw him ranked the second
best shooter in the GPS. The Seconds team
shot in atrocious conditions to finish in fifth
place.
Our ten volleyball teams had their
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Words Michael Curran Sportsmaster

most successful season to date. Both the 4ths and 16As won their
competitions whilst the 1sts, 2nds and 3rds all narrowly lost in their
finals to a very formidable Sydney High outfit. Overall, Grammar
finished in second place. A successful inaugural international tour of
Japan helped to top off a great season of volleyball.
Over sixty boys fenced this year. Grammar had two teams on the
podium in both the Under 13 and Under 15 divisions the second
of which we won for the 7th year in a row. In the Senior team
championships, it was a Grammar final with the Seconds making the
Firsts work hard for their victory. At the National championships,
after six hours and six rounds of competition the B team remained
undefeated and were the overall winners.
Training for the winter Taekwondo squad consisted of exercises
designed to increase levels of flexibility, fitness and the strength of
kicks and punches in a self-defence situation. In spite of being depleted
through injury, Grammar
won the Pahlke Cup for the
fourth consecutive year at
the All Schools Taekwondo
tournament.
(See ‘Jottings’ for
representative honours.)
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Volleyballers tour Japan
With formidable credentials in GPS, CIS and national championships under their belts, Grammar
volleyballers travelled to Japan to take on the locals.

I

Michael Tsou goes high

Daniel Heyworth in action

n the June/July holidays, twenty boys took
part in Grammar’s inaugural international
volleyball tour to Japan, a country where
volleyball is one of their most recognised
sports. The tour group comprised Noah
Soderlund (VI), Bentley Carr, Harry
Charlesworth, Daniel Heyworth, Robert Hao,
Zenith Hui, Jason Huynh, Robert Ilin, Angus
Lau, Edward Lee, Jamie Whatling and Jamie
Yao (all V), Brandon Chong, Charlie Evans,
James Gao, Hayden Huang, William Song,
Michael Tsou, Kevin Wang and William
Zhang (all IV). They were accompanied
by Ms Trinh Loi (Director of Volleyball),
Mr Alan Campbell (Assistant MIC) and
Mr Sam Woodward (St Ives Preparatory).
The boys were given the chance to witness
the exceptional standard of discipline and
volleyball skills in many friendly games
against some of Japan’s top private schools.
As well as having the opportunity to broaden
their playing experience by representing the
School internationally, the group experienced
Japan’s unique culture by visiting the cities
of Tokyo, Osaka and Kyoto. Highlights
included the Bullet train, the Tokyo Sky Tree
Observatory, Lake Ashi and Mt Fuji. A most
enjoyable and rewarding tour meant the boys
returned to their regular volleyball training
with greater fervour.
Trinh Loi

Tea ceremony in Tokyo

Wishing well, Tokyo

Mt Fuji lookout
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Photography Trinh Loi

G

rammar’s first overseas volleyball tour
gave the squad a rare opportunity to play
against fantastically tough oppositions. The
Japanese teams exhibit the utmost diligence
and discipline in regard to their volleyball,
training up to six times a week, and every
minute of that shows through in their
precision and accuracy. It was only thanks
to the support from the boys on the sideline
and our mascot, Spot, that we were able only
occasionally to hold our own against the
dominant opposition. We all regarded it as
an absolute privilege to play against such
dedicated teams and schools. Aside from
the challenging sporting fixtures, the squad
enjoyed many aspects of Japanese culture,
ranging from the traditional tea ceremony
and tours of fine castles, to the Tokyo Skytree

Temple and gardens at Kyoto

Tower and traditional peaceful gardens. We
also took great pleasure in sampling the local
delicacies, with ramen noodles being the clear
favourite. Upon our arrival home, our players,
across all teams, committed themselves to a
revamped and reinvigorated approach to our
volleyball with greater dedication to training
and fixtures, new training techniques, and
renewed vigour being applied – much to the
relief of our coaches. The tour, if measured by
the enjoyment the boys had, and the amount
of knowledge and experience brought home,
was an unparalleled success, and left the
boys looking forward to knuckling down
and getting back into playing some more
volleyball.
Harry Charlesworth (V) and Robert Hao (V)

Post-match relief

Mount Fuji

The customary exchange of gifts
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Postcards

Hamish Collings-Begg
(OS 2003)

Old Sydneians continue to make their mark in a bewildering
range of endeavours!
Seamus Thomson
(OS 2010)
Biomedical engineer at NASA
Silicon Valley, USA
The most wonderful experience I had
at Grammar and which has ultimately
guided me to my placement at NASA, was
knowing the late Peter Dignan. As my
history teacher, House Master and rowing
coach, he taught me the true value of hard
work and what you can achieve if you
dedicate and apply yourself to the task at
hand.
After leaving Grammar, I enrolled at the
University of Sydney for a double bachelor
degree of Mechanical (Biomedical)
Engineering and Medical Science.
During my undergraduate studies, I
conducted research in tissue engineering
at the Institute of Materials Science in
Connecticut that resulted in a good
publication in a peer-reviewed journal.
Whilst completing my undergraduate
thesis, I had an idea that linked medical
image processing and 3D printing. I put
together a team, and was fortunate to win
the Sydney Genesis Innovation Program
that resulted in the registration of our
medical device software start up company.
I was also fortunate that my honours
thesis attracted the interest of NASA
and, through being
the runner-up in the
Australian Space Prize,
I was selected as one of
two Australians for an
internship at NASA’s
Ames Research Centre
in Silicon Valley. As
part of an instrument
team I contributed
to the development
of life-detecting
biosensors that has
become part of the
Enceladus mission in

Seamus Thomson

the search for life. At present I am pursuing
my PhD in Biomedical Engineering at the
University of Sydney and have been invited
back to NASA to continue working on my
biosensor project.
For those who are still in school or
beginning their university studies and
would like to one day work at NASA, my
advice is as follows: join Australian Air
Force Cadets, do a team-based sport, get
innovation experience, develop a broad
skill set in your area of interest, search and
apply for research placements, and lastly
– and most importantly – do not worry
about your marks so much as your overall
education experience. (An ATAR of 99/100
does not mean you can work effectively
with 99/100 people – the Saturn V rocket
was built with many pairs of hands!)

Human rights lawyer
Bogotá, Colombia
Living in Bogotá, Colombia seems like
a seismic shift from my days as a boy at
Grammar but there is a logical pathway
between the two. Grammar gave me a
comprehensive education (that at one stage
even included struggling with Ancient
Greek) and taught me to think as a citizen of
the world. I was inspired by Professor Ron
McCallum, who told us at the Grammar
Careers Night that lawyers can have a social
conscience and make the world a better place.
After studying and then working in the law
in Sydney and The Netherlands, I took the
plunge and headed to the US to pursue a
career internationally in human rights.
A Master’s Degree in International Law
at New York University allowed me to
hone my interest in the emerging field of
‘transitional justice’ – that is, the legal and
social reconstruction processes undertaken
by countries transitioning out of periods of
violence and human rights abuses. Upon
graduating from NYU, I secured a job with
the Office of the High Commissioner for
Peace, in Bogotá, Colombia, working within
the government team negotiating the peace
agreements with the rebel groups.
My work focuses on analysing the
current Colombian peace process from an
international perspective, and providing
advice on related international law and
experience. I am the only foreigner within
this office and have witnessed some incredible
moments: the concluding of the initial peace
accords, the signing ceremony in Cartagena,
and the repercussions following the
unanticipated failure of the public plebiscite.
There is much more still to be achieved here;
a peace agreement will be just the country’s
first definitive step down a long road to peace.

Shaking hands with President Juan Manuel Santos
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Sam Mower (OS 1995)

Nidhiraj Singh (OS 2011)

Adrian Poon (OS 2005)

Health and fitness consultant

Mechanical engineer and motorsport
enthusiast

Development chef and consultant for the
Rockpool Group

Sydney

Melbourne

Sydney

After leaving Grammar in 1995, I studied
Business at UTS for a year while playing
rugby for Gordon Club in 1st Grade Colts. In
1996 I was fortunate to row once again with
my Grammar mate Stuart Welch and we were
the first crew from UTS to win the University
Games eights race. In 1997 I suffered a back
injury which ended my sporting career
and soon found myself studying Exercise
and Sports Science at Sydney University,
graduating in 2001.
After starting my strength and
conditioning and personal training career
at Healthlands, Dee Why in 1999, I became
interested in boxercise. I did various courses
around Australia including at the Australian
Academy of Boxing where, in 2005, I
won the Australian 15-second Speed Ball
championship. I started a corporate health
company, Harness Your Health, in 2007,
lectured for two years with the supplement
company Juice Plus, ran corporate health and
fitness programmes for Channel 10, Optus
and Men’s Health amongst others. I also
wrote articles for Cosmopolitan and Men’s
Health magazines.
In 2011, together with fellow Old
Sydneians, Nathan McKay and Adam
Clayton, we opened the Manly Beach Health
Club. Five years on we are running a thriving
business with 1200 members and fifteen staff.
My interest in nutrition has led me to
complete a Diploma in Clinical Nutrition
and I’m aiming to complete a post-graduate
Diploma in Sports Nutrition with the
International Olympic Committee in 2017. A
keen surfer and swimmer and still interested
in sport, I am proud to have witnessed
Grammar’s Head of the River win in 2011!

I consider myself very lucky to have known
that I have wanted to be an engineer from
a very young age. On leaving College Street
I commenced a degree in Mechanical
Engineering and Commerce at UNSW.
I quickly found that the most valuable
experiences were to be had outside of the
lecture theatre. An engineering degree
teaches you the tools that an engineer
requires; it’s only through real world
experience that you to learn how to use them.
This is what the Formula-SAE competition
offers. Formula-SAE is the largest motorsport
community worldwide and brings together
teams from over 500 universities that design,
build and race an open-wheel racing car each
year. Over the years I’ve become increasingly
involved with my university’s team,
working as the Head Engineer in the chassis
department last year.
Needless to say, I have found myself drawn
to the motorsport industry. The balance of
speed, power and precision that is required
to be successful in motorsport is something
that I find fascinating. My journey so far as
seen me go from working on road and racing
Porsches, to custom vehicle design projects
and, this year, working with a Formula 4
team assisting at race weekends across the
country.
This year I have also been given the
opportunity to relocate to Melbourne to
pursue an engineering internship with
GM-Holden. Spending a year working with
a global company like General Motors has
provided me with an amazing insight into the
automotive industry; something that I hope
will help me in the years to come.

When I left Grammar in 2005, I was lost. All
I wanted to do was see the world and avoid
tertiary education. I needed money to travel, so
my first job after school was as a kitchen hand
at a small Italian restaurant in Surry Hills.
After six months of being humbled, I rose
from pizza-maker to cook. At that point I
decided – to my mother’s great displeasure –
that I wanted to make this my career. I attended
culinary school, gained my certificates in
commercial cookery and embarked on an
apprenticeship at China Doll Restaurant in
2007.
I did walk away from the food industry
briefly in 2011 to attend UNSW to study
Industrial Design. For a time I worked as a
designer upon graduation, but soon realised
my real calling was back working in food. I cofounded a hot sauce company with another old
Grammar boy in the interim before becoming
a freelance food design consultant and Head
Chef at a Caribbean-inspired restaurant in
Surry Hills in 2015. Following this I moved on
to train in the food supply business at fine food
supplier Two Providores, which taught me the
economic and logistics side of large and small
scale food production.
I now find myself as development chef and
consultant for the Rockpool Group. I am very
fortunate to be employed and mentored by
esteemed chef and entrepreneur, Neil Perry.
Each day we work on designing and developing
exciting new concepts in dining for the present
and future.

Sam Mower

Nidhiraj Singh in the pits

Adrian Poon
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‘As if it were yesterday…’
Ten Old Sydneians now in their 90s share some of their most vivid memories of College Street in the
1930s and 40s. We invite further contributions from our ‘Oldest Old Boys’ for future publication!

Tony Adams, 92
The School Boxing championships were held
each year in a ring in front of the Weigall
grandstand. Boys of all ages and weights
slugged it out without any headgear. Little
Tommy Hanley, who conducted boxing
lessons at the School, acted as referee. Most
bouts were decided on points but some by a
TKO. The name Col Sefton rings a bell as the
Open Champion round about 1938. Within a
few years many of those contestants would be
engaged in a far more deadly combat…

‘‘

Jim Carroll, 91

In 1940 I was enrolled in a new subject called
Mechanics taught by Mr (Kewpie) Booth.
During an early class a paper aeroplane,
launched by a boy called Woodham, sailed
across the classroom.
‘Woodham,’ said Mr Booth, ‘in the
unlikely event of your passing the Leaving
Certificate next year, what do you hope to
do?’ Woodham replied that he wanted to be
an engineer.
‘One or two of you might qualify as
engineers but, judging by your inattention to
this interesting subject, most of you are more
likely to end up as engine drivers.’
I next saw Mr Booth at an Old Boys’
reunion in 1947 when he asked me what I was
doing.
‘Well sir, I trained as a pilot in the Air
Force and flew as a bomb captain over
Europe. I returned home last year and I now
fly Qantas planes regularly to London and
back.
‘You mean you fly an aeroplane for a
living?’ Mr Booth said. He smiled. ‘Well,
Carroll, I did warn you, didn’t I?’

Boys aboard ‘Empire Star’ adopted by SGS c1945

Ian Hunt OAM, 91

Marshall Johnston AO, 93

In the Big School Room Mr Mote introduced
us to classical music. The first record I bought
was Beethoven’s 1st Symphony and I have
enjoyed classical music ever since.

Hyam Marks (affectionately known as
‘Marco’ by his pupils) was the French master
when I was at the School. Probably better
known for his rugby career, he had a broad
‘Okker’ accent both in English and in French.
Of course, in those days, we had no idea
French was spoken any other way. Thinking I
had a good grasp of the language, I was very
surprised to find when I arrived in Paris as
a young diplomat, the French seemed to be
speaking quite a different language!

J Carson and WG Cozens 1937

Stewart (Greg) Macintosh, 97
I enjoyed all things scientific and was fascinated by astronomy. Freddie Lenthall was a
brilliant teacher. When Scientists were trying to split the atom, he kept saying the power
which will be released will be staggering, no one could imagine what it would be like,
and he was 100% right. Mr (Kewpie) Booth used to walk around the corridors with a
chalk duster in his hand and any boy racing around the corridor or not watching where
he was going would be ‘chalked’. He once got another master, who was not amused,
but of course we all thought it was hilarious.
Bill Payne (left) with his mother and brother Alan
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‘‘

Listening to Bill O’Reilly’s cricket commentary on the radio

Keith (Bill) Payne, 93

Hal Myers, 92

Bevan Mitchell, 94

I remember the classrooms were very dimly
lit and panelled with dark wood. I was never a
nuisance to any of the teachers. At lunch time
there was always a football to kick around.
Even Charles Mackerras (later Sir Charles)
who was good with his music, joined in the
ball games. He kicked with his left foot. Life
was good.

In September 1939 a group of us from
Grammar were on a train heading for a skiing
holiday at Kosciusko. Our excitement at the
prospect suddenly changed when we heard
on the radio that Australia had declared war
against Germany. We stayed awake late into
the night, discussing what the war would
mean to Australia, the verdict being that it
would be over in six months, the Germans
defeated. We could not conceive that some
of us would volunteer for the forces as soon
as we left school, that the rest of us (medical
students excepted) would be conscripted, nor
that some of the skiers would never come
back alive from their war service.

In about 1938, after a lecture on the
architecture of the School by architect Finlay
Munro (OS 1920), I remember being taken
with some other boys by Sergeant Wells up
into the roof space above the Big Schoolroom.
After entering the narrow stairway next to ‘H’
room, we soon found ourselves looking down
through one of the big round ventilators into
Big School. It was an experience that very
few – boys or masters, before or since – have
enjoyed.

John Reid, 94

In my first class at Grammar (2C) our master,
Bert Golding, initiated a very different
method of pupil stimulus by rewarding any
pupil who did well in a subject with a ‘credit
note’, a small piece of torn paper initialled
by him, and which could be used to cancel
a debit such as a detention or extra work. If
you were punished, you could stand up and
say, ‘Credit note, Sir’, which Mr Golding
would take and you would regain your status.
Occasionally, after succeeding in a test, a boy
would stand up and ask, ‘Credit note, Sir?’

William (Henry) Martell, 91
One morning I was summoned out of the blue to the Headmaster’s study where I
found myself standing before the imperial bureau. In an unusually cold voice Mr
Phillips said, ‘Henry, you were seen last week talking to two ladies in David Jones
and, young man, you stood there with your hat on your head! You bring shame on
your School by such ungentlemanly behaviour. I expected better of you.’ I left his
study feeling well-chastened.
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The ties that bind
Old Boys continue to reunite, reminisce and rekindle the bonds of friendship established through
their shared experience of the School.

Welcomes and farewells

GPS GOLD CHALLENGE
The fourteenth GPS Gold Challenge for Old
Boys now aged 50 (or thereabouts) was held
on Friday 30 September and Saturday 1
October. Mike Grundy and Matt Toll organised
the Grammar team of 44, the second largest
representation from any school; both 1983
and 1984 groups ‘punched well above our
weight’ placing equal 4th with Shore.

Drinks to farewell Dr Vallance were
organised by Tony Johnston for about 21
Victorian Old Boys at the Vincent Hotel,
Albert Park in Melbourne on Friday 5
August.
Old Boys living in the UK were quick off the
mark in welcoming the new Headmaster,
Dr Richard Malpass (OS 1994), to join them
on Friday 7 October for drinks at the Hops &
Glory pub, Islington, London, owned and run
by Durham Atkinson (OS 2002).

Gold Challenge basketball team

Gold Challenge tennis team

Gold Challenge rowing crew

PASSING OF FORMER MASTERS

The School community was very saddened to learn of the deaths of two former masters.
John Duffy, former Head of Mathematics and legendary rugby coach, died on 26 June
this year. Michael McGuinness died on 19 April. He was an Old Sydneian (OS 1948)
who taught mathematics at the School from 1960 to 1987 and was a pioneering figure in
the introduction of computers into the School. His son, Hugh (OS 1983), also attended
Grammar.

OSU FAREWELLS HEADMASTER

Top: Dr Malpass chats to Chris Jack (OS 1982)
Middle: Dr Malpass at the microphone
Bottom: Listening to the next Headmaster
50 SGS SUMMER 2016

A very special Old Sydneians Union Dinner
was held in Big School on Thursday 11
August to say ‘thank you and goodbye’ to
the Headmaster, Dr John Vallance. Over 120
Old Boys turned out for the first OSU Dinner
held in Big School in over 25 years. We were
delighted to welcome David Gonski AC
(OS 1971) as our new Patron. David spoke
warmly about Dr Vallance’s headmastership
and his own relationship with him as a
Trustee (later Chairman), starting with the
selection process, all with delightful insights
and asides to enliven and entertain us. Philip
Jameson (OS 2011; Senior Prefect and OSU
Scholar) also spoke about his observations
of the School under Dr Vallance including
some highly entertaining recollections of the
Headmaster’s management of the School and
the boys.

Above top: Dinner in Big School
Above: (left to right) Ian Plater (OSU President), Prof
Michelle Simmons, David Gonski and Dr Vallance

Old Boys reuniting
The second gathering (pictured right) of
Old Sydneians living in and around Zürich
was held on Saturday 16 July, hosted jointly
by Simon Smiles, Joseph Alliker and Hunter
Page at Tichelrütistrasse 45, Gockhausen.
It was ‘…a relaxed afternoon barbeque filled
with enriching conversation, delicious food
and bounteous liquidity’.
The traditional lunch for ‘Older Old Boys’
was held at the Lane Cove Country Club on
Thursday 20 October.

Left to right: Richard James (OS 1985); Michael Collins (OS 1988); Joseph Alliker (OS 1991); Hunter Page (OS 1995);
Simon Smiles (OS 1995); Daniel Scherly (OS 2001); Michael Fisher (OS 1965) and Jean-Paul Ballard (OS 1995)

Senior Prefect, Jason Gellert, got the 1996
Leavers together for a twenty-year reunion at
the Bellevue Hotel, Paddington on Saturday
15 October.

A 25-year drinks reunion of 1991 Leavers,
organised by Kannan Thangaraj and
attended by about 50 Old Boys, was held
on Saturday 27 August at the Royal Oak
Hotel in Double Bay. Tim Stoyles called
together the 1st, 2nd and 3rd XVs of the
same year on Saturday 23 July to watch
Grammar beat King’s at Weigall and then
adjourn for lunch.

Left to right: Wendy Scotter (Alumni Office), John Reid
(OS 1937), Bill Dalyell (OS 1937), Mrs Joan Hazell,
Malcolm Hazell (OS 1945), Ian Bloom (OS 1945),
Vic Middleton (OS 1945), Mrs Margaret Middleton,
Tony Cohen (OS 1941) and Hal Myers (OS 1940).

A very successful and well-attended 50-year
reunion lunch for 1966 Leavers was held at
the Birchgrove home of David Harris (Senior
Prefect) on Friday 16 September. Meanwhile,
lunch for members of the premiership-winning
1st XV of that year was held on Saturday 13
August at the Glenmore Hotel in The Rocks.
Organiser David Ross writes: ‘we had a guest
visit from two of the Joey’s boys who, in that
season, were only beaten by Grammar. It was
interesting to hear the other side’s perspective
from 50 years ago.’

Above top left to right: David McCredie, Alex Bisley and
Jon Clarke
Above left to right: Robert Chilov, Ben Raven and
Brad Burden

1976 Leavers held a 40-year reunion on
Friday 21 October and Saturday 22 October.
Old Boys were treated to a tour of College
Street before moving down the road to the
Lord Dudley Hotel to catch up and reminisce.

Above top left to right: Alex Cowdery, Leo George and
Carl Brown
Above left to right: Neel Roy, Paul Kosterman and
Kannan Thangaraj

Narratives of Vietnam
At this year’s ANZAC lunch COL Ian Mackay Ret’d (OS 1950-51) spoke about his new
book Phantoms of Bribie a fascinating portrayal of operational service in Vietnam. Ian
is pictured (left) with Graham Hyslop (centre) and his father COL Raymond S Hyslop
OAM RFD CLO Ret’d (OS 1950).
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