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JOTTINGS
OSU Scholarship
The OSU has had a long commitment to
supporting the School and finding ways to
support boys while at School. The process
and award of the OSU Scholarship is part
of our unwavering commitment. We are
pleased to continue the tradition and support
of outstanding representatives of the School.
The 2020 Scholarship was awarded to
another incredibly talented and worthy boy
– Oscar Eichmann (VI). Oscar has excelled in
many areas of school life. While preparing for
his HSC, he helped organise Linguistics Week
and published 31 Language Lessons, a book
on Latin Grammar. Keep an eye on Oscar as
he is destined for great things!

Miles Franklin recognition
Dr John Hughes, our School Librarian, Senior
Master in Academic Extension and much
valued member of the English Department,
has received Australia’s highest literary
recognition for his most recent work of fiction,
the powerful and deeply haunting novella, No
One. The terms of the award specify that it is
awarded to ‘a novel which is of the highest
literary merit and presents Australian life in
any of its phases’. A multi-layered study of one
person’s narrative that draws in the ‘collective’
narratives of our Sydney and our nation, it
has duly been recognised for the impressive
quality of its fictional craft and the depth of its
subject matter.
Dr Hughes’ skill, talent and ability to
connect with his audience have been
acknowledged previously, most notably
in his first book, The Idea of Home:
Autobiographical Essays, winner of both the
National Biography Award and the NSW

Premier’s Award for Non-Fiction. Now he is
recognised for the power of his fiction.
Quoting The Sydney Morning Herald and
its glowing review, the novella is labelled:
‘A fictional exploration of Sydney’s fractured
identity… While I’m loathe to assign any type
of neat genre to John Hughes’ novella No One,
it is of that ilk [a reference to ‘Grunge Lit’] –
portraying a realism that is abject, nihilistic,
fringe-dwelling. And although it’s only 157
pages, No One is not short of ambition. It is
intelligently written, using excursions back
and forth in time to map the many-layers of
Sydney’s fractured cultural identity and guiltridden past. Tonally, Hughes plays with the
grit of noir, but evades the genre’s melodrama
by venturing into abstract and metaphoric
realms.’ (Stanton, 2019)
The School, his pupils, the English
Department and the Grammar community
congratulate John for this notable achievement.

Mr Walter MacCallum (OS 1987),
Oscar Eichmann (VI) and the Headmaster
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JOTTINGS

David McCredie OBE
(OS 1996)

L-R: Mr JK Redenbach (Sportsmaster), Edward Swaney (VI), Thomas Heathcote (VI), Andrew Guest (VI),
Christopher Jeong (II), Bo Baffsky (III) and Callum Cheung (I)

Sportsmaster’s Awards 2020
Congratulations to the 2020 Sports Awards
recipients. The Alan Keith Walker Memorial
Cup for notable achievement in summer
and winter sport went to TA Heathcote
(VI). The Kenny Cup for the Best All-Round
Sportsman in the Upper School was awarded
to AR Guest (VI). The TR McGill Cup for
Sportsmanship was won by EWK Swaney

(VI). The Walker Cup for the Best All-Round
Sportsman in the Middle School was B
Baffsky (III). The FR Spofforth Cup for the
Best All-Round Sportsman in Form II went
to C Jeong (II). The Toby McGill Shield for
the Best All-Round Sportsman in the Lower
School was awarded to CK Cheung (I).

In the recent Queen’s Birthday Honours
for the United Kingdom, David was
appointed an Officer of the Order of the
British Empire “For Services to International
Trade and UK/Australia Relations.” David
has been the Chief Executive of the
Australian British Chamber of Commerce
in Australia for more than a decade,
linking industry and government across
a wide range of sectors. The organisation
has grown in size and stature under his
leadership, developing international reach
and influence. Currently, he is taking a key
role in supporting the views of businesses
from both countries to negotiators of the
Free Trade Agreement between Australia
and the UK.

OzCLO success
Despite the challenges of 2020 and
cancellations of numerous linguistic events,
our boys remained engaged with linguistic
activities at School and outside, representing
Grammar in the Australian Computational and
Linguistics Olympiad (OzCLO) and achieving
outstanding results on the national level.
In March this year, we were pleased to
hear that our top senior team obtained a
result of 99%, and were the national winners
of the state round of the Olympiad. Our top
junior team, with the result of 91%, was the
best junior team in NSW out of approximately
160 teams competing in our state, and of
about 500 teams in Australia.
These teams subsequently qualified for
the second round of the Olympiad that took
place on Zoom in April due to the ongoing
COVID-19 restrictions. Both teams came third
in the national round!
We congratulate our top teams for their
outstanding OzCLO results:
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Newcastle Poetry Prize
Senior team, L-R: Lachlan Macfarlan (VI),
Patrick Reed-Stephenson (V) and Cian Bowes (V)

The Junior Team comprised Charley Li,
Harry Baral, Xavier Reichel and Samuel Brew
(All in Form IV).
The Senior team comprised Oscar
Eichmann (VI), Lachlan Macfarlan (VI), Cian
Bowes (V) and Patrick Reed-Stephenson (V).
In August, boys also participated in the
OzCLO Zoom celebration, an international
event consisting of talks by three linguists
from Because Language podcasts (Daniel
Midgley, Ben Ainslie, and Hedvig Skirgård),
and a quiz about language and linguistics.
We congratulate all boys who participated
in the Linguistics Olympiad this year.

The Newcastle Poetry Prize is one of
Australia’s most prestigious awards for an
individual poem. Housemaster and English
master Dr James Lucas’ long poem ‘Feral’
was a finalist in this year’s award, won by
Damen O’Brien. James’ poem interrogates
the blurring lines between categories of feral
and native in natural history and in more
political contexts. It has been published,
along with all the short-listed poems, in
the anthology Measures of Truth, available
online from the Hunter Writers Centre
https://hunterwriterscentre.org/newcastlepoetry-prize/. James’ first poetry volume
Rare Bird is due to be published by Recent
Work Press in March next year.

Farewell to
Jason Kaplanez
Jason Kaplanez began at Grammar as
a Laboratory Technician in 2001 and
worked his way through the ranks to
become Laboratory Manager in 2017. As a
technician he was unfailingly conscientious
and approachable. Science masters
knew they could rely on him to provide
the backup they needed, either in the
classroom or through his invaluable work
in producing and editing examination
papers. As a manager, he was a consensus
builder, always willing to take advice from
colleagues, or to offer the benefit of his
experience. When deadlines for practical
examinations loomed, his flexibility and
good-nature helped ensure that things
always ran smoothly.
Most boys would have known Jason
only from a distance, but he was a tennis
coach for twelve years, and is remembered
by his players for his patience and his
humour, and for the supportive way in
which he challenged them to always
give their best on court. In the Science
Department, we will miss him very much,
and wish him every success in his future
endeavours.
Top to bottom: Adam Driussi, Oscar Mason (VI) host, Martin Dalgleish and Jamila Gordon

The Business Society’s Tech Summit
On Wednesday 10 June, the Business Society
held the inaugural Business Society Tech
Summit 2020, with panellists Adam Driussi,
(CEO and co-founder of Quantum); Jamila
Gordon (CEO and founder of Lumachain)
and Martin Dalgleish (director and investor in
the technology industry). The Tech Summit
included pupils from Forms III to VI from
nine Sydney schools, including Ascham,
Wenona and Baulkham Hills High School.
The Tech Summit provided insight into
artificial intelligence and big data, as well
as university courses and career paths. We
discussed the surging demand for a wide
range of jobs in the technology industry,
and personal values such as resilience and
integrity.

The Business Society was fortunate
enough to hear about the importance of
reputation from Adam, the benefits of
stepping out of your comfort zone from
Jamila, and the significance of a willingness
to learn new things from Martin. We
covered the bleeding vs the leading edge
of technology, and the potential for data to
transform industry.
We wish to thank our three guest
panellists, all parents of pupils in Form VI, for
helping to make the Tech Summit possible. It
was encouraging to see many pupils getting
involved. Oscar Mason (VI) was instrumental
in running the event.
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JOTTINGS

Marina Brun retires
Mrs Marina Brun started at Grammar in
February 1995, initially as Receptionist at
Masters’ Reception, and then in 1996 in the
Music Department as secretary to Ms Rita Fin.
In 2004, after some productive years in the
Music department, Marina took on a role with
three distinct components: Secretary to both
the Director of Studies, Mrs Anne Smith, and
the Senior Housemaster, Mr Tony Miller, and
as Help Desk Receptionist. As the various
requirements in each of these roles increased,
Marina’s work for the Senior Housemaster
and for the Help Desk were re-assigned and
Marina became “just” Secretary to the Director
of Studies, but with ever-increasing workload
and responsibilities.
Working with Mrs Anne Smith, Marina
became an essential part of the work of the
Director of Studies office, as she demonstrated
time and time again her capacity to handle
complex and confidential matters with
discretion, drive, and exemplary attention to
detail. The important role that Marina fulfilled
was recognised with a new title: Assistant to
the Director of Studies. When Dr Alex Stevens
took over as Director of Studies in Term III
2015, after Anne Smith’s retirement, he rapidly
came to appreciate why Anne Smith had long
regarded Marina as such an important part of
the running of the School.
In this role, Marina has continued to play a
pivotal role in helping staff and boys through
all sorts of paperwork and examination
hurdles, most especially for boys in Form
VI, from subject choices and examination
schedules, on to the management of
Disability Provisions and ATAR predictions,
and beyond. Marina’s care and concern
for staff and boys has been a key part of
everything that she does and she has made
the School a friendlier place. Marina retires to
devote more time to her family, and we wish
her the best.
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Solar my school
Old Sydneian Anthony Weinberg (OS 1999)
delivered an informative and inspiring
presentation to the Environment Club and
Duke of Edinburgh boys on Friday 11
September. Anthony presented to the boys
in his capacity as the Regional Environment
Program Manager at Waverley, Woollahra
and Randwick Councils; a role in which he
coordinates the highly successful ‘Solar My
School’ programme.
Upon leaving Sydney Grammar
School Anthony obtained a Bachelor of
Environmental Science focused in ecology,
natural resource management, biology,
geography, environmental economics and

Coaching during isolation
During the period of online learning experienced
by all campuses at the start of Term II, an
individual coaching programme was established
at both St Ives and Edgecliff Preparatory
Schools. Boys could come to School and enjoy
a thirty minute, one-on-one lesson with fencing,
football, rugby or tennis coaches. This provided
the boys from Kindergarten to Year 6 with a
much-needed break from being stuck at home,
whilst developing their sporting skills with
individualised sessions. Several coaches noted
significant improvement in the boys’ skills
within only three individual sessions because
the tutelage was so specific. As the restrictions
were eased, the programme morphed into small
group sessions, and finally back to full team
trainings.

environmental law from the University of
New South Wales.
The boys from Form I – IV were fascinated
by his presentation, which simplified a range
of otherwise complex issues and cultivated
in-depth discussion relating to a range of
concerns regarding renewable energy.
Anthony’s experience and understanding
of Grammar proved to be highly beneficial,
as he was able to adapt his presentation
specifically to the Grammar community. The
boys were armed with a range of enticing
and thought-provoking questions.

Vale Dr Jean-Pierre
Macquart (OS 1992)
1974 – 2020

St Ives major production
St Ives’ major production was to have been Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice’s musical,
‘Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat’. Our five weeks of rehearsal were an absolute
joy and all boys in the cast, crew and orchestra were a delight to work with, but, alas, the
production was brought to a halt. We commend the tireless energy and enthusiasm of nearly 80
boys, staff, parents, designers, costume and prop makers, and the technical crew. All deserve
our heartfelt thanks!
Mrs Jacqueline Fane, Mrs Madeline Thomson and Ms Melanie Wheatley

Grammarphones
sing online
Remote learning did not stop the
Grammarphones singing. When school
moved online and rehearsals were
suspended, they each recorded themselves
singing their individual part of a song at
home and these recordings were then
combined to create this track. The song was
Billy Joel’s moving and poignant ballad, And
So It Goes, from his 1989 album, Storm Front.
Since then, it has been a bit of a
rollercoaster ride for singers, with choral
rehearsals resuming at the beginning of
Term III, only to be stopped again in mid-

August. As a result, the Grammarphones
were unable to perform in their final concert
at Grammar, but they were determined to
uphold the tradition of singing Loch Lomond
at the Form VI Leavers’ Assembly. This time
the boys were recorded individually singing
their part in Big School, where the assembly
would normally take place and, thanks to
the technical wizardry of Mr Marc Warry,
their performances were combined, and a
very moving performance of the wonderful
Vaughan Williams arrangement was produced
for this special occasion.

In the final week of May this year, my
phone rang. It was J-P. He had accidentally
called me when driving home from Curtin
University. A surname. A list.
“Called you by mistake! Well, we may as
well talk then, eh?”
A quick chat on ‘everyday stuff’, away
from the digital norms.
So, a quick toast to a few everyday
memories then. Our College Street days
often began and ended on the train platform
at Mortdale Station. We sat together for
Mathematics in the Palladium building and
went blind reading italics in Coroneos. J-P
scanned out books for me from the basement
library counter and often recommended better
reading choices. During term breaks, we would
meet to ride our bicycles as fast as we could in
Oatley Park. J-P loved the physics of riding fast
and later, driving fast. Birds of a feather.
Indeed, J-P was a giant in the world
of science in astrophysics. He would
humorously ensure I was up to date with
the very latest regarding the very earliest
observable beginnings of the Universe; from
Groningen, from Caltech in Pasadena, from
the VLA in New Mexico (“Jodie Foster in
Contact? THAT place!”). The significance of
his achievements will be lasting. His most
significant breakthrough was published not
even two weeks before his sudden passing:
analysing fast radio bursts to identify all
normal matter in the Universe https://www.
nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2300-2.
Yes, that was the last part of our ‘everyday’
quick chat, on our very last phone call.
“Read it Trev. With this we can weigh the
entire Universe… the ENTIRE UNIVERSE! It’s
all there!”
Alas J-P, our world is no longer all there
without you among us. Thank you for sharing
your short time with us on this planet.
Trevor Au Yeung (OS 1992)
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St Ives workshop
Our Year 6 boys have been tinkering as they
have been learning how to craft wood with
their hands, in a new workshop, which was a
gift of the Parents’ Association.
Tinkering, as the first step in Kolb’s
‘Experiential Learning’ continuum, became
popular amongst learning theorists in the
1970’s who drew heavily on the work of
earlier psychologists Dewey, Lewin and Piaget.
It promotes learning through experience
and our boys are doing this explicitly by
playing with materials in this new workshop,
developing their understanding of how things
are made, exploring and testing ideas, and
problem solving as they figure out what will
and won’t work.
Lunchtime sessions in the workshop
have been open to all boys in Year 6 and all
are encouraged to take part. This focused,
unstructured time working with their hands
is also extremely beneficial for their mental
wellbeing.
The now fully equipped workshop contains
work benches and hand tools, and the boys
have been guided through the construction of
a carry-all toolbox, following a basic plan and
using several techniques, including marking
out, cutting with a saw, gluing and nailing.
To observe how the boys have built up their
skills, from the first session to the last, is really
satisfying, and they are all so proud of the job
they do, which is good to see. I have enjoyed
passing on some skills that the boys will be able
to use throughout their lives into the future.
Mr Darren Palmer

Top: L-R: Lachy Webster and Jayden Reid
Above: L-R: Shiv Nandan and Drake Demidov
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Bell Shakespeare Artist In
Residency Scientific Witches

COVID did not stop us
We are in a very lucky position at Sydney
Grammar School to be able to engage in
a diverse range of learning opportunities.
In the past the Drama Department has
consistently opened its classroom doors to a
range of experts across the many facets of the
theatrical world. This year we refused to let
COVID stop us from continuing these ongoing
relationships with experts, and had to think
creatively about how we could have an
experience that might become a new normal.
In the early stages of lockdown Form III
were able to engage with Fools in Progress,
and delight in their humour through a
Commedia Dell’Arte workshop, showcasing
their historical knowledge and sense of
fun through stock character scenes. The
boys were left in fits of giggles as they
strengthened their understanding of this
topic.
Outside the classroom, but still in
lockdown, keen thespians met online weekly
as members of the Drama Club. Once back
at school the group started to work towards
an interpretation of Oddball, a vignette
performance that celebrated quirkiness. With
event livestreaming well underway, it was
great to be able to share what had been
created with the Grammar community.
COVID couldn’t stop us from having our
annual Bell Shakespeare Artist in Residency
programme and this year we had two
fabulous actors Zoom into Form III and IV

Belvoir HSC Drama and
below: Oddball Cast

classes to guide the boys in scenes from
Macbeth. Boys filmed in different alcoves
and locations around the school rather than
our usual promenade performance. Boys
now have a stronger understanding of the
challenges of acting for camera but also of
how challenging the art of cinematography
can be.
Finally, our HSC Drama class had a great
revision workshop post Trials with Belvoir
Street Theatre, physicalising the hilarious
antics of Black Comedy. Pretending to bury
dead bodies whilst discussing the weather
was a hilariously absurd way to start their
revision for the HSC written examination.
We are so lucky to be able to have these
experiences continue in such challenging
times and to move towards a new normal in
Drama.

OnSTAGE nominations

Boys meet RBA Governor

Geography competition

2020 marks an historical moment for
Sydney Grammar School with the first ever
HSC Drama class completing the course.
Congratulations to Oscar Seifried (VI)
and Ryan Lum (VI) for their OnSTAGE
Performance Nominations. OnSTAGE is a
presentation and exhibition of exemplary
individual performances and projects by HSC
Drama pupils.

Form VI boys met with Dr Philip Lowe,
Governor of Reserve Bank, about the issues
facing economics pupils, as well as the future
direction of monetary policy in Australia.
They discussed the current COVID-19
situation, and he offered some words of
wisdom for the future.

Earlier this year all boys studying Geography
participated in the 2020 Australian Geography
Competition. The competition involved over
65,000 pupils from schools across Australia.
Lachlan Ballard (II) and Daniel Lloyd-Hurwitz
(II) finished equal first in NSW and Kevin
Yuan (V) finished first in Australia in their
respective years.

L-R: Dr Philip Lowe, Fabian Heyde (VI) and
Joseph Hadassin (VI)

L-R: Kevin Yuan (V), Lachlan Ballard (II) and Daniel
Lloyd-Hurwitz (II)

Stock pitch competition

Right: Duncan Currie, The Cave I,
(triptych, pictured is 1 of 3) 2018,
charcoal on paper, 20 x 42cm

ANU drawing prize
Congratulations to Duncan Currie (OS 2019),
winner of the 2020 ANU Drawing Prize with
his piece, The Cave.
Guest judge, Dr Sarina Noordhuis-Fairfax,
Curator Australian Prints and Drawings at
the National Gallery of Australia, noted that
“This triptych seems like a perfect metaphor
for these troubled times. The composition is
reminiscent of the 19th century mezzotints
of John Martin and the small scale offers a
sense of the intimacy that is missing from our
current socially-distanced lives.”

Duncan Currie is currently in his First
Year of a Bachelor of Design. As this year’s
Winner, Duncan will receive a cash prize
of $1,000AUD. Duncan says, “The Cave is a
triptych of charcoal drawings. Each one no
larger than a postcard, they tell the story of
a journey into the unknown depths of the
Earth. The work aims to create a sense of
awe at the incredibly complex cave systems
lying beneath us that we are unaware of as
we walk on the surface.”

The Business
Society held its
second annual
interschool
stock pitch
competition
in August this
year. Having
won their
respective
internal
competitions,
five teams,
each from
different
schools,
competed virtually to present their investment
idea to professional investors. Congratulations
to Jamie Penny (V) and Harry Hardge (V),
who were awarded equal first place with
their buy recommendation on Activision!
Ethan Wong (VI), outgoing committee
member, did an incredible job in organising
and running the event. The Society is very
appreciative of the judging panel (Matthew
Loxton, Menno Veenaklaas and Peter Fogale)
who gave up their time to provide valuable
feedback to the enthusiastic teams.
SGS MAGAZINE No. 12 9

A Thucydidean lens on 2020
Classics master, Dr Alexander Bril, takes a lighter look at Grammar under COVID-19.

ΠΕΡΙ ΤΩΝ ΑΞΙΟΘΑΥΜΑΣΤΩΝ ΤΟΥΔΕ
ΤΟΥ ΕΤΟΥΣ ΕΝ ΤΩ ΚΟΛΛΗΓΗΤΩ
ΓΕΝΟΜΕΝΩΝ
1. Ἀλέξανδρος ῥήτωρ Συδνεῖος ξυνέγραψε
τὸν ἀγῶνα τῶν Κολληγητῶν1 καὶ τῆς
στεφανοειδοῦς νόσου ὡς ἠγωνίσαντο πρὸς
ἀλλήλους, ἀρξάμενος εὐθὺς καθισταμένου καὶ
ἐλπίσας μέγαν τε ἔσεσθαι καὶ ἀξιολογώτατον
τῶν προγεγενημένων, τεκμαιρόμενος
ὅτι κίνησίς αὕτη μεγίστη ἐγένετο τοῖς
Κολληγηταῖς ἀκμάζουσιν οὐδὲ ἄλλο τι
ἐφαίνετο πρότερον αὐτοὺς κατάπληξαν ἐπὶ τὸ
οὕτως φοβεῖσθαι. ταῦτα μὲν δὴ ἔδοξε γρᾶψαι
ἵνα μὴ τὰ γενόμενα ἐξ τῶν διδασκάλων τε καὶ
τῶν φοιτητῶν τούτου τοῦ ἔτους τῷ χρόνῳ
ἐξίτηλα γένηται.

An extraordinary year at College Street

2. τοῦ μὲν δὴ θέρους τούτου ἡμίσους
διελθόντος ἡ νόσος στεφανοειδὴς πρῶτον
ἤρξατο γενέσθαι τοῖς ἀντίπουσι. ἤρξατο δὲ
τὸ μὲν πρῶτον, ὡς λέγεται, ἐκ τῶν Σηρῶν
κατ’ ὀλίγον, ἔπειτα δὲ καὶ ἐγκατέσκηψεν
ἐξαπιναίως τε καὶ οὕτω κατὰ τάχος ἐς τὴν
γῆν τὴν πλείστην πάσης τῆς οἰκουμένης, ὥστε
φόβον τινὰ ὑπελθεῖν πάντας ἀνθρώπους ἐς
ἀλλήλους. οὔτε γὰρ ἰατροὶ ἤρκουν τὸ νόσημα
ἄγνωστόν τε καὶ δεινότατον ὄν, ἀλλ’ αὐτοὶ
θεραπεύοντες ἀγνοίᾳ μάλιστα ἔθνῃσκον
ὅσῳ προσῇσαν· οὔτε ἄλλη ἀνθρωπεία τέχνη
οὐδεμία, τῶν ἰατρῶν φασκόντων ἐν τῷ τότε
πάροντι αὐτὸ εἶναι ἀμήχανον.

2. When half of this summer had passed,
the crown-like disease first made its way
among the Antipodeans. It is said that the
disease first began among the Chinese, little
by little, and then fell suddenly and so swiftly
upon most of the lands of the whole world
that fear of each other crept upon the whole
human race. For doctors were not able to
stop the disease, being unknown and most
terrible, but treating it with inexperience they
themselves were particularly susceptible to
death according as they approached near to
it. Nor was there any other human expertise
<to deal with it>, and the doctors stated that
at that time the disease was incurable.

1. Alexander a master from Sydney wrote
this account of the struggle between the
Collegians and the crown-like disease, how
they struggled against each other. He began
from the time it was established, expecting
that it would be a great struggle indeed
and the most memorable of all those that
had preceded. He based this judgement on
the fact that this was the most significant
upheaval ever to befall the Collegians, who at
that time were at their peak, and furthermore
because nothing else ever appears to have so
utterly thrown them into such a state of fear.
And he decided to write this account in order
that the things done by masters and pupils
this year should not in time be forgotten.

Above: οὐκέτι γὰρ εἴων οὐδένα ἐσελθεῖν τὰς
πύλας ὅστις μὴ πρότερον φαρμάκῳ τινὶ
ἀπολυμαινομένῳ τε καὶ νοσοκτόνῳ τὰς
χεῖρας ἀπονίψειεν
For no longer were they allowing anyone to
enter the gates who had not first washed his
hands with a certain purifying and diseasekilling drug
Right: οἱ μὲν ἐν ταῖς πύλαις φύλακες ἐξέταζον
καὶ συνεμετροῦντο τὴν θερμότην τὴν ἐν τῷ
σώματι τῷ ἑκάστου τοῦ μαθητοῦ
And the sergeants at the gates were
examining and gauging the temperature of
the body of each pupil

1 οἱ Κολληγηταί: οὗτοί εἰσι οἱ μαθηταί τε καὶ οἱ διδάσκαλοι οἱ φοιτῶντες ἐς τὸ γυμνάσιον ἀρχαιότατον τὸ πάλαι ἱδρυθὲν
παρὰ τῇ ὁδῷ τῇ καλουμένῃ Κολληγῇ ἣ φέρει διὰ τοῦ ἄστεως τῆς Συδνείης παρὰ τοῦτο γυμνάσιον. τοῦτο δὲ τὸ ὄνομα
σημαίνει Ἀκαδημείαν τινὰ δεύτεραν ἢ γυμνάσιον.

Kollēgētai (Collegetae/ Collegians): these are the pupils and masters who inhabit the most ancient gymnasion of the street, which, being
called Kollēgē (College), leads through the city of Sydney beside this gymnasion. And this name means a kind of second Academy or
gymnasium (school).
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Left: ἐν μὲν τοῖς περιστύλοις καὶ
ταῖς ἀτραπαῖς πάντες οἱ
μαθηταὶ ἐκελεύσθησαν ἰέναι ἐπὶ
ἑνὸς στοίχου.
In the corridors and walkways all
the pupils were ordered to walk
in single file.

3. τὸ δὲ ὡς ἤρξατο ἐπιλαμβάνειν πολλοὺς
ταῖς πόλεσιν ἐνοικούντας καὶ τὰ πράγματα
ἐς τοὔσχατον ἐληλύθειν, ὁ μὲν πρωτεύων ἐν
τοῖς διδασκάλοις, γνοῦς περὶ ὅσων ὁ ἀγὼν
εἴη, ἐκέλευσεν τοὺς φοιτητὰς ἀναστῆναι καὶ
ὡς ἑκάστους πάντα βιβλία τε καὶ κτήματα
λαβόντας ἐπ’ οἴκου ἀναχωρῆσαι. ὕστερον δὲ
οἱ προεστηκότες τοῦ δήμου ὁμοίως οὐκ εἴων
τοὺς πολίτας ἐξελθεῖν οἴκων εἰ μὴ ἐπὶ τοῖς
ἀναγκαίοις τοῦ βίου. οἱ μὲν οὖν παῖδές τε καὶ
νεανίαι τῶν ἐπὶ τοῖς πράγμασι παραινούντων
κεχωρισμένοι ἀπ’ ἀλλήλων καὶ οἴκοι καὶ
δὴ καὶ ἔνδον διατρίβοντες ἠκροῶντο, οἱ δὲ
διδάσκαλοι αὐτοὶ αὐτοὺς ἔτι ἐδίδασκον.

3. And when the disease began to attack
many inhabitants of the cities and matters
had reached a critical point, the chief
master, recognising how much was at stake,
ordered the pupils each to take his books
and belongings and to depart home. Later,
the government similarly forbade all the
citizens to leave their homes except for the
purpose of attending to the necessaries of
life. Therefore, the boys and the young men,
upon receiving the advice of the government,
separated themselves from one another
and remaining at home took their lessons
there, and the masters themselves were still
teaching them.

4. οἱ μὲν νεανίαι πεντήκοντα, οἱ δὲ
παῖδες ὄντες νεώτεροι ἑβδομήκοντα ἡμέρας
διδασκάλων οὕτως ἤκουον. οἱ δὲ διδάσκαλοι
αὐτοὺς τοῦτον τὸν τρόπον παιδεύοντες
ἐχρῶντο μηχανῇ τινι θαυμαστῇ τοῦ τηλόθεν
ἄλλοις τοῖς μὴ παροῦσι διαλέγεσθαι ἣν τὸ
ζοῦμ τῇ ἰδίᾳ διαλέκτῳ ἐκάλουν. ταύτῃ γὰρ
τῇ μηχανῇ ἔξεστι ἐναντίον προσβλέπειν τινὰ
ἄποντα καὶ ἀκούειν καὶ προσαγορεύειν.

4. The young men for fifty days, and
the boys, being younger, for seventy days,
received their lessons in this way. And the
masters teaching them in this manner used
a marvellous device for communicating at a
great distance with those not present which
they called in their language “Zoom”. For by
means of this device, it is possible to look
at someone in the face who is absent and to
hear him and to address him.

5. τοῦ δ’ ἐπιγιγνομένου χειμῶνος
ἐπανῆλθον πάντες οἵ τε φοιτηταὶ καὶ οἱ
διδάσκαλοι ἐς τὸ γυμνάσιον τὸ Κολληγητὸν
οὗ οἱ ἐν τέλει τοὺς νόμους μεταθέμενοι πολλά
γε ἐνεόχμωσαν. οὐκέτι γὰρ περιεώρων
οὐδένα ἐσερχόμενον τὰς πύλας ὅστις μὴ
πρότερον φαρμάκῳ τινὶ ἀπολυμαινομένῳ
τε καὶ νοσοκτόνῳ τὰς χεῖρας ἀπονίψειεν.
οἱ μὲν ἐν ταῖς πύλαις φύλακες ἐξέταζον καὶ
ξυνεμετροῦντο τὴν θερμότην τὴν ἐν τῷ
σώματι τῷ ἑκάστου τοῦ μαθητοῦ βουλομένου
ἐσελθεῖν, ὅστις δὲ καύματι ὑπερμέτρῳ ἁλοίη
πιεζόμενος, αὐτὸν εἴρξαντες τοῦ ἀκροᾶσθαι
ἐξέπεμπον εἰ νοσώδης τὸν λοῖμον ἐσενέγκοι.

5. And in the following winter the pupils
and the masters returned to the College
<St> School (lit. the Collegeton gymnasion),
where those in charge had changed the laws
and brought in many innovations. For no
longer were they allowing anyone to enter
the gates who had not first washed his hands
with a certain purifying and disease-killing
drug. And the sergeants at the gates were
examining and gauging the temperature of
the body of each pupil that wanted to enter,
and whoever was detected suffering from an
excessive degree of heat, they barred him
from the lessons and sent him away in case
he had been infected and was bringing the
plague in.

Above: καὶ μετελθεῖν τοῖς
ἴχνεσιν ἐν τῷ ἐδάφει
γραφεῖσιν.
And to follow the tracks
marked on the ground.
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A Thucydidean lens on 2020

Above: ἐν δὲ ταῖς αὐλαῖς σχολαστικαῖς “ἕταροι
δ᾽ ἀπάνευθε < ἀλλήλων > καθήατο” εὐρυχωρίας
μεταξὺ τῶν βάθρων καὶ τραπεζῶν οὔσης.
In the classrooms ‘the comrades sat apart’ <from
each other> and there was ample space between
benches and tables.

The “teaching zone”; ἑκάστης δὲ τῆς αὐλῆς ὥριστο
τέμενός τι ὀλίγον ἵνα ὁ διδάσκαλος οὕτως
κεχωρισμένος τοὺς πάροντας παιδεῦσαι ἐν τῷ
ἀσφαλεῖ τοῦ νοσηροῦ μιάσματος οἶός τ’ εἴη.
Of each classroom, a certain small territory
was marked out in order that the master, thus
separated, could teach the pupils in safety from
the diseased miasma.
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6. ἐν μὲν τοῖς περιστύλοις καὶ ταῖς
ἀτραπαῖς πάντες οἱ μαθηταὶ ἐκελεύσθησαν
βαδίζειν ἐπὶ ἑνὸς στοίχου τε καὶ μετελθεῖν τοῖς
ἴχνεσιν ἐν τῷ ἐδάφει γραφεῖσιν, ἐν δὲ ταῖς
αὐλαῖς σχολαστικαῖς “ἕταροι δ᾽ ἀπάνευθε
< ἀλλήλων > καθήατο” (κατὰ τὸν Ὅμηρ.
Δ 473) εὐρυχωρίας μεταξὺ τῶν βάθρων
καὶ τραπεζῶν οὔσης. ἑκάστης δὲ τῆς αὐλῆς
ὥριστο τέμενός τι ὀλίγον ἵνα τῷ διδασκάλῳ
οὕτως κεχωρισμένῳ τοὺς πάροντας
παιδεῦσαι ἐν τῷ ἀσφαλεῖ τοῦ νοσηροῦ
μιάσματος ἐξείη.

6. In the corridors and walkways all the
pupils were ordered to walk in single file and
to follow the tracks marked on the ground;
in the classrooms ‘the comrades sat apart’
<from each other> (Homer Iliad 4,473), and
there was ample space between benches and
tables. Of each classroom, a certain small
territory was marked out in order that the
master, thus separated, could teach the pupils
in safety from the diseased miasma.

7. οἱ μὲν ἐν τέλει καὶ ἀντεῖπον τοῖς μαθηταῖς
μήτε ἀνταλλάσσεσθαι σῖτον σίτου πρὸς
ἀλλήλους μήτε μετέχειν ἐράνου· ἐὰν δέ τις
βούληται πίνειν, δεῖ αὐτὸν τῶν δημιουργῶν
τὰς κρήνας παυσάντων κομίζειν οἴκοθεν μεθ’
αὑτοῦ ἀσκὸν ὕδατος πλήρη. καὶ μὴν οὐκέτι
γε ἐξεκλησίαζον ἀθρόοι μὲν οἱ διδάσκαλοί τε
καὶ οἱ φοιτηταὶ τῇ ἡμέρᾳ ἱερᾷ τῆς Ἀφροδίτης
ἐν τῇ μεγιστῇ στοᾷ βασιλικῇ, ὡς τὸ πρίν γ’
ἐνομίζετο, νῦν δὲ ὁ μὲν πρωτεύων ἐν τοῖς
διδασκάλοις προσκαλῶν οὐδένα εἰ μὴ ὀλίγους
καὶ αἰρέτους ξυνῆγεν ἐλαχίστην ἀγορὰν.

7. Those in charge also forbade the pupils
to exchange food with one another and
to make common meals together. On the
other hand, if anyone wants to drink, he
has to bring from home a bottle of water,
as the workmen had stopped the fountains.
No longer were the masters and pupils
assembling on the day sacred to Aphrodite
in the great hall, as they had once been wont
to do. Instead, the chief master, summoning
none but a few and chosen ones, was now
making an exceedingly small assembly.

8. εἰκόνας τε κινουμένας τῶν ῥητόρων
λόγους ἐκεῖ ποιουμένων καὶ φθόγγους
ὀργάνῳ εἰδωλογραφικῷ αἱρεθέντας οἱ
δημιουργοὶ ὄντες ἔμπειροι ταύτης τῆς τέχνης
περιέπεμπον ἅμα τοῖς ἐν τότε παρόντι
γιγνομένοις ἐς τοὺς λοιποὺς μαθητὰς τοὺς
ἐν ἑκάστῃ αὐλῇ θεωμένους. ὅστις δὲ ἂν
βούληται ὕστερον σκοπεῖν τὰ γενόμενα τοῦδε
τοῦ ἔτους, τοῦτον οὐ μὴ λήσουσι πολλοὶ
διδάσκαλοί τε μαθηταί τε ἢδη καλύπτοντες
τὴν ὄψιν καὶ ἐν τοῖς μάλιστα τὸ στόμα καὶ τὴν
ῥῖνα προσωπείῳ – ἡμίσει μὲν οὖν προσωπείῳ
– καὶ, ὃ πάντων θαυμάστατον, οὐκέτι χειρὶ
δεξιούμενοι ἀλλήλους.

8. Moving images and voices of the
speakers delivering orations therein were
captured by technicians with an imagemaking instrument at the same time that
these events were occurring and these were
sent around to the rest of the pupils watching
in each of the classrooms. And whoever
wishes hereafter to look back at the events of
this year will certainly not fail to notice that
many masters and pupils were now covering
the face and most especially the mouth and
the nose with a mask – or rather, with a halfmask – and, what is most remarkable of all,
no longer greeted one another with the hand.

9. οἱ γὰρ ἐν τέλει ἀπεῖπον πᾶσι μηκέτι
τούτῳ τῷ ἀρχαίῳ ἔθει χρῆσθαι. τί δῆτα
δεῖ λέγειν ὅσον τοῦτο θαῦμα τὰ ἄλλα
ὑπερβέβληκεν; τοσοῦτον γὰρ φόβον ὁ νόσος
ἐνειργάσατο ἀνθρώποις μὴ τῷ ἅπτεσθαι
καὶ τῷ ψαύειν (οὐ γὰρ λέγω ξυνουσίαν ὥς
φησι Σοφ. Φιλ. 520) αὐτοῦ ἀναπλησθεῖεν
ὥστε τοῦτόν γε τὸν δεξιώσεως τρόπον ὃν
οἱ ξυμπολῖται τὸ πρὶν ἐνενομίκεσαν ἀπὸ τῶν
πάλαι αὐτίκα ἐξίτηλον γενέσθαι.

9. For those in authority had forbidden
all to use this ancient custom. Why must
one say how much this wonder surpassed
all others? So great was the fear that the
disease engendered in people lest they
should become infected with it by holding or
touching one another (I will not say by ‘being
together’ as Sophocles does Philoctetes 520)
that this method of greeting, which formerly
was the custom of all citizens – a custom
that they had inherited from the ancients –
suddenly vanished.

10. τὰ μὲν δὴ αὐτὰ ἐξῆν ἰδεῖν ἐν τῷ
γυμνασίῳ γιγνόμενα. οἱ γὰρ διδάσκαλοι τε
καὶ φοιτηταὶ καίπερ πρότερον τῇ δεξιώσει τῇ
διὰ τῶν χειρῶν τερπόμενοι οὐκέτι χεῖρα χειρὶ
ἐλάμβανον (κατὰ τὸν Ὅμηρ. Φ 286) ἀλλὰ
νῦν ἔψαυον ἢ πόδα ποδί ἢ ἀγκῶνα ἀγκῶνι.
πρὸ μὲν γὰρ τῆς νόσου οὐδεὶς ἔλαθεν ἄλλους
ὀκνῶν χειρὶ δεξιοῦσθαι καὶ ὠμολόγητο
τοῦτο εἶναι βαρβαρικόν τι εἶναι, νόσου δὲ
ἐπινεμομένης οὐκ ἔφασαν πάντες ἐξ ἑνὸς
στόματος χρῆναι καλοὺς κἀγαθοὺς οὕτως
δεξιοῦσθαι ἀλλήλους.

10. It was now possible to see the same
things happening at the School. For the
masters and the pupils, although they once
delighted in greeting one another with the
hand, no longer “took the hand with the
hand” (Hom. Il. 23.) but now touched either
a foot with a foot, or an elbow with an
elbow. On the one hand, before the virus,
everyone noticed someone who disdained
shaking hands, and it was agreed that this
was somewhat barbaric; on the other hand,
when the disease started to spread everyone
said with one accord that good and noble
men must not greet each other in this way.

Above: πολλοὶ διδάσκαλοί τε μαθηταί τε ἢδη
ἐκάλυπτον τὴν ὄψιν καὶ ἐν τοῖς μάλιστα τὸ
στόμα καὶ τὴν ῥῖνα προσωπείῳ – ἡμίσει μὲν οὖν
προσωπείῳ.
Many masters and pupils were now covering the
face and especially the mouth and the nose with a
mask – or rather a half mask.

Left: ἀλλὰ νῦν δεξιούμενοι ἔψαυον ἢ πόδα ποδί ἢ
ἀγκῶνα ἀγκῶνι.
But now in greeting they touched foot with foot or
elbow with elbow.
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HSC Major Design Projects
HSC Design and Technology master, Miss Liza Christian, reports on some
imaginative major projects undertaken by this year’s class.
The 2020 HSC Design and Technology class
set out to solve a wide range of design
problems. They utilised skills learnt from
Form I all the way through to Form VI to
produce effective design solutions. These
included a drone, a desk, a building, an
amenity app and a medication device.
Whilst more popularly known for practical
activities, HSC Design and Technology also
looks at the study of design theory and
practice, design processes, environmental
and social issues, communication and
research methods, innovation, and emerging
technologies.
The variety of projects exemplifies the
diverse nature of the subject
and the opportunity for pupils
to focus on their interests.
The Major Design Project and
supporting folio documents
the development of a product,
service or environment. The
process begins with pupils
identifying and investigating a
need for a person or community,
then researching, testing,
evaluating and experimenting
to ultimately create a design
solution.
Through the design process, pupils are
given the opportunity to develop relevant
practical skills as well as utilising current
and emerging technologies. Some of the
technologies used by this year’s Form VI
cohort included the Computer Numerically
Controlled (CNC) router machine, laser cutter,
3D printer, Arduino microprocessor boards,
coding and 3D modelling software programs
including Fusion 360, Blender and Sketchup.
I would like to thank Mr Jeff Atkinson for
all of his skills, knowledge and assistance in
the workshop throughout the year. His help
has been invaluable.

Lucas
Evans

Lucas Evans
Lucas’ aim was to develop a more
efficient drone. He recognised that there was
a need for increased energy efficiency in
drone engines. Lucas went through several
iterations of his 3D printed design and ended
up with a drone that was not only more
efficient in its battery usage by 38.5%, but
was also much more durable.

Declan Harty

Declan
Harty
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Declan had experienced how hard it can
be to find amenities in the city, and wanted
to produce an app that showed users the
locations on a map. This would include
bathrooms, bubblers, Wi-Fi, banks and ATMs,

Tanuj
Malhotra
post offices and freely available electricity
outlets. After in-depth research online and
some complicated coding he was able to
achieve an app that is well-designed and user
friendly.

Tanuj Malhotra
Tanuj wanted to design and make a desk
that incorporated adjustable task lighting to
deliver maximum productivity and efficiency.
Tanuj learnt many new skills and employed a
wide range of tools and technology to make
his desk. This included using the CNC to cut
a channel in the top of the desk, and mixing
and pouring resin to fill it. He then wired
and coded a circuit and Arduino board to
turn the lights on when the ambient light was
low. The result is an elegant solution that far
exceeds what he pictured at the beginning of
the project.

Isaac
May

Isaac May
Isaac has a keen interest in architecture
and wanted to design a building to inspire
creativity and break up the monotonous
rectangular skyline of some of Sydney’s CBD.
Isaac used the CNC to help him manufacture
his final 3D physical model and Blender
software to create his digital model. His
design was inspired by biomorphic elements
including squid tentacles and kidney beans.
This has created a dynamic and visually
interesting form that is distinct from buildings
that would surround it.

Fox McDonald
Fox wanted to address the problem of
medical non-adherence through a device
to help people take medication at the right
time each day. The device that he designed
uses a load cell to weigh the medication
bottle, and an Arduino board to determine
whether medication has been taken each
day. A traffic light system communicates to
the user whether the medication has been
administered and if the correct dosage has
been taken. This is an effective solution that
is easy for people of all ages to use.

“The variety of projects exemplifies
the diverse nature of the subject and
the opportunity for pupils to focus on
their interests.”

Fox
McDonald
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MUSICAL NOTES
Director of Music Mr Paul Gaske discusses music at Grammar in 2020.

Cousins Quartet - Musica Viva Strike a
Chord photo by Keith Saunders

A note from the Captain of
Music, Ishaan Vellani
Without a doubt, 2020 is going down
in history! By Monday 16 March, large
gatherings were prohibited and life as we
knew it completely slashed bare. Even in the
throes of the HSC, with all its accompanying
challenges and commitments, the absence of
rehearsals and regular musical activity was
a marked change. Music at home became a
much more necessary outlet for many boys.
The dedicated staff sprang into action,
organising COVID-safe ways to keep the
Grammar music spirit alive during the
lockdown period. To keep us busy when
we were ‘offline’ from school, there was a
series of Isolation Performance Competitions,
as well as some isolated performances by
multiple school ensembles.
With the majority of activities still
cancelled, boys and masters had to innovate
and this saw the birth of many pupil-run
ensembles, all recording off campus.
With the year coming to a close, it is
a good opportunity to reflect on all the
wonderful achievements and contributions
made to the life of the school by boys and
masters. Thanks to all involved for keeping
music alive during this difficult period!
16 SGS MAGAZINE No. 12

Ishaan Vellani (VI)

Cousins Quartet
Form I music scholar Jamie Wallace formed
a string quartet with his sister and cousins
– including incoming music scholar for
Form I in 2021, Dylan Columbis, to enter
Musica Viva’s national School Chamber
Music Competition, Strike a Chord. The 10
finalists were presented in a virtual concert
from the Melbourne Concert Hall. Jamie and
his quartet were awarded first prize for their
performance of the first movement from
the String Quartet Op. 44 No. 1 by Felix
Mendelssohn – a remarkable achievement!
John Wu, from Form III was also in a quartet
selected as a finalist performing the first
movement from Schubert’s String Quartet
Op.29, No.13.

Edward Zhang (VI)

Oliver Ma (VI)

Quentin So (VI)

HSC Encore Nominations
Seven boys from the 2020 HSC Music cohort
have had their performance programme
nominated for inclusion in NESA’s Encore
concert – the showcase concert of the most
outstanding performances from NSW! They
were: Oliver Ma, Áedán MacNamara, John Seo,
Quentin So, Ishaan Vellani, Edward Zhang and
Sean Zhao. A wonderful achievment!

James Brew (II)

Streamed Concerts

James Brew
James Brew (II) was awarded overall
winner for his composition Pan-Xiety
in a recent international competition.
Eleven finalists across all Commonwealth
countries were selected. The piece was
recorded by Mr Dimitri Calligeros (OS
1998), Ms Georgina Price and Ms Vikki
Parkin, instrumental staff at Grammar.
Recording James Brew’s Composition

The Grammar Music Scholars missed out on
performing their annual concert in Term I
by just one week – this was the first concert
streamed as restrictions were relaxed in Term
II. Each scholar sat, socially distanced, in
the Wallace King Room (WKR) while their
performances were recorded and streamed. The
Guitar recital was also streamed in Term III.
The Form V Music Competition was
streamed live from the Wallace King Room this
August. Adjudicated by Mr Kevin Hunt (jazz)
and Ms Kim Waldock (instrumental). Finnian
Colwell was announced the winner of the Jazz
section whilst Jun McPhee, playing the Artie
Shaw Clarinet Concerto, was the winner of the
Instrumental section, with Hugo Hui (violin)
second and Lachlan Blair (cello) third.
Due to the restrictions on the playing
of wind instruments and singing, many
ensembles missed out on their opportunity
to have their performance recorded. With
the help of the Audio/Visual Department, a
number of ensembles did, however manage
to record, and the virtual concert was posted
on line at the end of the term.

Form V Instrumental Cometition finalists
with adjudicator Ms Kim Waldock

Above: Remy Nettheim (VI) remix
competition winner
Above right: Milo Abrahams (III) and
below right: Jack Morton (V) two of the
online competition winners

Online Competitions
Three online competitions were held to keep boys motivated during the first wave lockdown. The
first was a performance competition in which boys submitted videoed performances of a work
by a composer whose name begins with the letter “B”. The second performance competition
asked boys to perform a work in which the title was inspired by nature. The third, was a remix
competition where boys were presented with an original song, Everything by Charlie Sics (OS
2016), recorded by the band Spilt Milk with post production by Sam Myers (OS 2016). Boys were
then asked to digitally remix the song. The number of entries for all three competitions was
staggering, and the quality of entries, particularly the winners, was very impressive!

Top: School Orchestra virtual performance; Above:
Sheldon Strings; and Segovia
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HSC Art Exhibition
Dr Christopher Allen, Senior Master in Academic Extension and Visual Arts master,
reports on the impressive collection of works by the 2020 HSC Art Class.
This was always going to be a difficult year
for the Visual Arts Department. Not only
would it be hard to equal the achievement
of 2019, when one of our boys came first in
the state – after taking second place in 2018
and third in 2017, as well as regularly having
several other boys in the first ten; on top of
that we also lost two of our most experienced
studio masters, who retired after helping
secure this triumph: Ms Donna McConville
and the Subject Master, Mr Mark Wilde.
New staff were appointed and inducted,
and in spite of a few road bumps, the
Department has reformed as an energetic
group of people working together with good
will and generosity. We should especially
acknowledge the indomitable energy and
irrepressible enthusiasm of Mrs Bernadette
Mansfield in her new role as Head of Art, and
the enormous contribution of Mr Dale Miles,
whose expertise in almost all the different
skills we teach has helped keep our studios
running during the period of transition
and the induction of new staff.
All this would have been enough
in a normal year, but of course 2020
has been anything but normal. Much
of the rebuilding of the team was
done over Zoom meetings; teaching
was radically disrupted and months
of studio time lost. COVID restrictions
also forced the postponement of
two resident artist programmes and
the cancellation of art masterclasses
and special lessons by visiting expert
teachers in various studio disciplines.
All art exhibitions had to be cancelled,
including unfortunately the HSC Art
show, which is usually the high point
of the Department’s year.
Under these extraordinarily
adverse circumstances, staff and boys
nonetheless worked extremely hard,
made the most of the limited time
available, adapted to unfamiliar constraints,
and ended up producing an impressive
collection of works that can confidently bear
comparison with those of years in which we
enjoyed far more favourable conditions.
Last year, I wrote about the challenge of
maintaining and developing the Grammar
model of Art education, which is really a
microcosm of the Grammar ethos in general:
in all our subjects we set high standards,
expect mastery of relevant skills, and foster
an ambitious but open-minded spirit of
curiosity and enquiry. In Art this means that
drawing is a central pillar of our teaching,
matched by depth in Art History; and that all
practical teaching is founded in the specific
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Above: Kai Pearson, Across
the table – watercolour on
paper (background); oil on
paper (on easel) – Painting
Left: Daniel Toomey, When
Composure Returns –
Sculpture
Below: Benjamin Gayst,
Stilleven Onder Een Ziekte
Dutch for “Still life under a
disease” – Photomedia

Above: George Kinahan, The
Four Graces in Harmony – Bronze
Sculpture
Top right: Sean Merriman, ‘Choose
Connection over Perfection’ (Julie
Hanks) – Wheel-thrown Ceramics
Right: Ollie Sholl, Entropy –
Sculpture
Below: George McEnearney, ‘And
the end of all our exploring will be
to arrive where we started and
know the place for the first time.’
Oil on canvas and oil on board –
Painting

techniques and materials of our
studios: painting, printmaking,
sculpture, ceramics, photography,
film and digital media.
The exhibition this year
demonstrates that the Department
has undergone a momentous
period of transition with its
distinctive culture intact. Once
again we can see evidence
throughout the Form VI work of
the fundamental graphic skills
that they acquired in earlier forms
and that underpin their more
mature work in a variety of media.
There is evidence throughout, as
well, of the breadth of historical
and art-historical reference, the
understanding of how meaning
is produced, and the sense of
aesthetic standards that are fostered
by the study of Art History.
Most striking when we consider
all the work together is the sheer
variety of studio media and
the high level of competence
that boys have achieved in a
range of different materials
and processes. And this is
not just a matter of learning a
mechanical skill: at the deeper
level, it is learning to inhabit
and to think through the new
processes, like the difference
in the way a violinist, a pianist
or a singer experiences music.
Thus learning to make a
reasonably balanced pot on the
wheel is already a significant
achievement; but something
else – like breaking through
the sound barrier – happens
when the potter comes to be
at one with the material and
simply starts to think and feel
and imagine seamlessly in the
process of shaping the clay.
If we look at the Form VI work from this
point of view, we can see that all of them,
to greater and lesser extents, have learnt
to inhabit their media and to discover the
new kinds of thinking and imagining which
they make possible. For one it may be in
precise and subtle drawings, in which the
draughtsman begins to see things that were
invisible to the inattentive eye; for another it
may be in the chromatic and tonal harmonies
of paint, in the specific possibilities of
analogue or digital photography.
Once again the breadth of media is
remarkable, from oil painting to – for the
first time – virtual reality. We have video
works, digital graphic work and, as already
mentioned, ceramics, with a notable variety
of expression even within that single studio.
Sculpture, under the mentorship of our
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HSC Art Exhibition
long-term resident artist Mr David Horton, has
once again produced surprising and thoughtprovoking work.
This year is almost at an end as I write;
we hope we can look forward to a less
disrupted time in 2021, and that we can offer
the incoming Form VI not only the usual
extended studio time, but also the benefits
of masterclasses in specific techniques, from
oil painting to printmaking and film editing.
We look forward to opening the eyes of boys
to the beauty and mysterious life that has
been transmitted to us by the great art of the
past, and perhaps above all to helping them
discover, in the apprenticeship of a studio
discipline, a new way of thinking and of
giving shape to feeling.

Left: Kel Plater, A Surge
of Body and Fin –
Printmaking
Below left: Oliver Dower,
Keramos Indaba – Wheelthrown Ceramics;
Below: Tobie Greenwood,
United Manchester:1958
– Wheel-thrown Ceramics

Dr Christopher Allen

And a note from the
Visual Arts Subject Master
The Art Department
warmly congratulates
the 20 intrepid and
talented young men
with whom we have
worked for the past,
unprecedented,
academic year. As
Confucius (22nd year
of the reign of Duke
Xiang of Lu, 551 BCE)
is reported to have said:
“I hear and I forget. I
see and I remember. I
do and I understand”.
This quote has recently
been inverted by Hong
Kong based political
cartoonist (1955 –)
Wong Kei-Kwan,
known by his pen name
‘Zunzi’, to: ‘Tell me and
I forget. Teach me and
I remember. Involve me and I learn’. Both
men summarise brilliantly our approach to
assisting the boys in building their skills to
realise their concepts: working side-by-side in
atelier inspired studios.
The drive of the 2020 cohort to
complete their independent Bodies of Work
recharged us all, and we in turn deepened
our understanding of practice-underpressure with its associated complexity
and negotiation. Witnessing the boys push
themselves to outstanding limits to fulfil the
extraordinarily high expectations they’d set
themselves, made it incredibly easy to offer
our support in the countless hours beyond
their timetabled weeks.
This will certainly be a year we will never
forget and as I said in our final Art History
lesson, we remain incredibly grateful to the
boys for the magnificent way they responded
to circumstances beyond their control. They
did not seek to make excuses or exploit
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Below: Nicholas Farrow, Broken Bridges of
Memories – Graphic Design

the situation they found ourselves in, but
chose instead a collective refusal to be
defeated by a global pandemic. Impressively
ensuring they stayed in line with all health
requirements as they went about the business
of making art, I am spectacularly proud of
every single one of them.
To Nicholas Farrow, Jules Noldus-Lin,
Kel Plater, Ben Gayst, Conor Field, Sean
Merriman, Dan Toomey, Hugo Gibson, Oli
Dower, Matthew Ng, Kai Pearson, Tobie
Greenwood, George McEnearney, Ollie Sholl,
Tom Green, Coby Sharp, Max Griffin, George
Kinahan, Reuben Wilder and Huon Kelly, we
wish you enormous success and happiness –
and sincerely hope you will continue making
art for the rest of your lives.
Mrs Bernadette Mansfield

Robert Klippel Centenary
This year is the hundredth anniversary of the
birth of Robert Klippel (1920 – 2001), one of
Australia’s most distinguished modern sculptors,
but also among the most important artists to
have been an old boy of the School. Other
prominent figures are Max Dupain (1911 – 92),
some of whose photos hang in the Edmund
Barton Room (in 2007 the School published
Inside Sydney Grammar School, a volume of
pictures of life at College Street by Dupain
and his son Rex), Donald Friend (1915 – 89)
and Charles Bryant (1883 – 1937), who was a
marine and war painter.
Klippel is known for intricate assemblages,
often composed of found machine parts, like
bits of discarded typewriters, as well as the
monumental constructions that he built, in
his later years, out of timber forms used in
casting metal parts for industrial machinery.
He also produced a great many fine collages
composed of images of machine parts. Klippel
was the subject of a recent retrospective at the
Tarra Warra Museum in Victoria, Assembled:
the art of Robert Klippel (November 2019 –
February 2020), which I reviewed in The
Australian on 27 December 2019.
It would seem natural for the School to own
examples of work by its most notable artistic
alumni such as Klippel, especially in view
of the recent revival of sculpture in a variety
of media within the Art Department. The Art
Collection would be delighted to hear from
anyone who might like to assist us in this goal,
either through acquisition, donation or bequest.
Dr Christopher Allen
Top: Tom Green, The Constant Pour of Bereavement –
Hand-built Ceramics
Middle: Robert Klippel in his studio in Woolloomooloo in
1963. © Estate of Robert Walker. Picture: AGNSW
Left: Robert Klippel No.79 Metal construction 1958
brazed steel and copper.
© ANDREW KLIPPEL. COURTESY OF THE ROBERT
KLIPPEL ESTATE, REPRESENTED BY ANNETTE LARKIN
FINE ART, SYDNEY AND GALERIE GMURZYNSKA, ZURICH/
COPYRIGHT AGENCY, 2020
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WINTER SPORTS ROUND-UP
Sportsmaster Mr Johnathan Redenbach keeps us updated with all the winter sport action.

The inaugural Sydney Grammar School First XI 1974

Above: Second XI Premiers; left: Second XI vs
The Scots College; right: First XI vs St Joseph’s College
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Looked at in one way, it was a pretty
ordinary year for football at Sydney Grammar
School. Having no home ground certainly
didn’t help a team that finished secondlast on the competition table. Realistically,
though, for the First XI to get two wins in a
season when every game was played away
was pretty good going. The Firsts scored a
few goals in the process and crucially the
players started to bond as a team. And all
with a coach who by his own admission
started the year knowing next to nothing
about football.
That was 1974, Grammar’s first year
playing football, or soccer as it was more
commonly called back then. 1974 was on
balance an up-and-down year, but better
things were to come. 1975 saw three out
of four senior teams go through the season
undefeated. The Firsts, playing against a mix
of GPS and CAS schools, won the minor
premiership, and a group of coaches joined
the programme who actually knew a thing or
two about the game.
1975 set a standard for consistency in
football that has been met often over the
subsequent years, but especially in recent
seasons.
This year’s Firsts finished in the top four
for the fourth year in a row. The 14As went
through undefeated after doing the same
thing last year, when they were the 13As. The
16Es were outstanding defensively, managing
not to concede a goal this year. But the
jewel in 2020’s crown was the Seconds,
winning the GPS Seconds premiership and
going through the season undefeated for the
first time since our humble mid-Seventies
beginnings.
Among a number of strong Seconds’
performances in football, there’s room
for two to be noted here: the tremendous
leadership and resilience displayed by
captain Noah Edwards (VI) right through to
the final day; and the goalkeeping heroics
of Jonathan Brener (VI), which did as much
as anything else to keep the team in a titlewinning position.
Consistency was a key to Grammar’s
success in other sports this winter. The First
XV won the GPS Rugby Thirds premiership,
winning every game it played. The
premiership went down to the final day,
with Grammar defeating St Joseph’s College
17 – 14 at Weigall to take the title. The match
was a cracker and the ending almost too
suspenseful to endure. On a beautiful, sunny
afternoon, with Grammar holding a threepoint lead, St Joseph’s final drive upfield got

them horribly close to the match-winning try.
Thankfully, though, Grammar’s courageous
defence held on to give the School its
first undefeated premiership in any rugby
competition since 1966.
Aside from that memorable final day, other
rugby highlights this winter include Andrew
Guest’s (VI) try against St Ignatius’ College,
which some who saw it consider to be one
of the best schoolboy rugby tries in recent
years; and Henry McHugh’s (VI) momentous
tackle at The King’s School, which changed
the game when the team was under pressure
and the match in the balance. It was a year
memorable also for the tremendous spirit of
a team powerfully lead on the field by Peter
Watson (VI) – the so-called ‘Voice of the First
XV’ – and the equally inspirational George
Kinahan (VI) and Andrew Blackburn (VI).
There was no sportsman more consistent
this winter than cross country’s Oliver
Freeman (IV), who won every race he
contested. It wasn’t just the fact that he
did so – and was the only person in any
cross country division who did – what was
also significant was the nature of Oliver’s
victories: he lead each time from the front
and won emphatically, without a competitor
in sight. Oliver and Bradley Chan (IV) were
deservedly selected in GPS representative
merit teams for their efforts.
Team spirit was strong this year in cross
country, in no small part due to the efforts
of boys like Oliver and Bradley, and also
Hayden Chan (VI) and Louis Bartos (VI),
leading from the front and selflessly urging
on the younger cross country boys. The
unstinting focus and dedication of John
Mentzines (VI) was also hugely valuable in
this regard.
Team spirit was a vital component of
all Grammar winter sport and perhaps it
was all the stronger for the fact that, due to
COVID-19, the season went so close to not
happening at all.
The Taekwondo boys were a spirited
group this winter, where the team was
motivated by the unprecedented example of
five boys being awarded their black belts.
Once again, there was continued evidence
here of our older sportsmen helping the
younger boys to higher achievement,
Benjamin Evans (VI) being noteworthy in this
regard.
Grammar’s fencers and our rifle shooters
had solid winters, where the impressive
leadership of Ryan Lum (VI) and Lawson
Bartlett (VI), respectively, was clearly
evident. In fact, it was a good season for

First XV win AAGPS Premiership

First XV vs The King’s School

First XV vs St Ignatius’ College

Taekwondo Senior Squad awarded their First Dan Black Belts (L-R): Liam Coy, Ben Evans, Joe Hadassin (Captain),
Fabian Heyde and Lucas Evans (all in Form VI)
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WINTER SPORTS ROUND-UP

Above L-R: Oliver Ma (VI), Quentin So (VI), Ned Kingston (VI)

Above right: At the rifle range
AAGPS Athletics
Championships: (above)
Andrew Guest (VI), Open Long
Jump; (right) Sachin Absolum
(IV), 16s High Jump
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Grammar captains across
the board. The resolute First
XV captaincy of the aforementioned Andrew Blackburn
(VI) was a conspicuous
feature, as was the captaincy
of the First XI’s Tim Scott
(VI). The fierce tackling Tim
was another of our boys to
be recognised with GPS Merit
Team selection.
Four Grammar
volleyballers made the GPS
Merit Team in that sport:
Marcus Allan (VI), Quention
So (VI), Charlie Veeneklaas
(V) and Alex Lawson (IV). It
was a good volleyball year,
with the Firsts finishing in
third place, and the Seconds
placing second to Sydney
Boys High School. Highlights include the
Firsts’ win over Newington College; Charlie
Veeneklaas overcoming injury concerns at
The King’s School to turn in an inspirational
performance; and the Seconds rallying
behind Angus Tiew’s (V) tremendous service
reception at the Lion’s Den. This year saw a
record enrolment in volleyball at the School.
While we were fortunate to see some
semblance of a winter season happen
in most winter sports, it should be
acknowledged that in athletics it barely
happened at all. The Sydney Grammar
School athletics squad was reduced
to a single meet: the AAGPS Athletics
Championships. What a great thing it was
to see our athletes under the captaincy of
Andrew Guest (VI) meet the challenges put
before them with such resolve and good
humour.
1974, the year football started at Sydney
Grammar School, is a landmark season in
Grammar sporting history. Of course, 2020
will always be remembered as the year in
which COVID-19 happened, but for those of
us who saw Grammar sport this winter our
first memories will not be of Zoom sessions
and season suspensions. It is a measure
of the character and many talents of our
sportsmen that this winter season was a good
deal more remarkable than that.
(Thank you to Roger Engel and David Lewis (OS 1975) for
details on the history of football – Editor)

Face to face with the President
Jonathan Swan (OS 2003) hit the headlines this year after a rollercoaster interview
with President Donald Trump.

During his time at Grammar, Jonathan was
a Prefect and excelled in English, music
and sport. His mother, Dr Lee Sutton, is a
paediatrician, and his father is Dr Norman
Swan, award-winning producer and reporter
for the ABC, and one of the country’s most
trusted sources of information on COVID-19.
Jonathan worked in advertising and
speech writing after leaving Grammar, but
soon turned to journalism. He worked first
for The Sydney Morning Herald, eventually as
a political correspondent based in Canberra,
then moved to Washington in 2014 where, as
part of the American Australian Association
Fellowship, Swan worked as an unpaid
fellow on the staff of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee. His next move was to
the Washington news site, The Hill, before
switching to a newly created site, Axios, as it
launched in 2017.
He achieved notoriety in August this year
when an interview with the President went
viral. The New York Times columnist, Ben
Smith, described this as “perhaps the best
interview of Trump’s term.” Here he shares
some reflections with Ms Sharon Ditmarsch
on how it all went.
You have interviewed the President twice. How
were you able to secure the interviews?
There’s no great secret. We asked for the
interviews and he said yes. Donald Trump is
the most media-addicted American President
since the advent of television. While he
does most of his interviews with friendly
Fox News hosts he has also, through his

presidency, done interviews with me, George
Stephanopoulos and David Muir at ABC,
Chuck Todd at NBC, John Dickerson at CBS,
Lesley Stahl at 60 Minutes, and on and on.
Is it a security hassle? What goes on behind the
scenes to get the interview to air that we might
find interesting?
With the coronavirus it was a little more
intricate. My crew and I had to go into the
White House a couple of hours early to set
up and to take one of their rapid COVID
tests. In retrospect, this should hardly have
been reassuring given these are the very tests
that missed the virus and let it run rampant
through the West Wing.
Your facial expressions in the interview received
a lot of coverage on social media. Where
does POTUS sit amongst people you have
interviewed that have impressed you?
I didn’t intentionally pull faces; they were
just my natural reactions to some fairly odd
exchanges. I’ve been fortunate to interview
a number of impressive people over the past
couple of years including the President of
Iraq late last year in Baghdad at a time of
extreme tension for his country. President
Trump is the toughest to interview, though.
It’s like riding a bronco – very hard to stick to
a line of questioning.
Was there any fallout from the interview that
you have found to be traumatic?
Not really. Lots of praise and abuse
depending on the viewers’ politics but that
is par for the course in America’s polarised
political discourse.

“I didn’t intentionally pull
faces; they were just my
natural reactions to some
fairly odd exchanges.”
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SGS and the City
Some intriguing insights into Grammar’s relationship with its colourful inner Sydney surrounds.

‘Near the heart of the bustling and sprawling
city, Sydney Grammar School remained
somewhat curiously hemmed in on all sides of
its inner-city site, with College Street roaring
with traffic on its western frontage, steep
Stanley Street to its south, the decaying, once
well-known old Palladium Building to its
east, and the brooding Museum to its north.
In the small valley between the Palladium
Building in Yurong Street and King’s Cross …
there was a hotch-potch of old buildings and
residences, some of them ‘houses of ill-fame’.’
CO Healey Memoirs (1987),
SGS Headmaster 1951 – 1964

Delving into Grammar’s interactions with
its immediate city surrounds means going
back in time to revisit one of the most
interesting and lively places of Sydney’s
urban history: Darlinghurst, ‘Razorhurst’,
‘Darlo’, or the original Riley Estate,
immediately east of the fledgling colony’s
Sydney Common Ground.
As early as in the 1840s and 1850s a
wide mix of classes and building types
were observed in the Darlinghurst area and
contributed to its appeal and chequered
reputation. The suburb first attracted migrant
workers, single men and poorer families,
looking for work on the wharves or in the
city. Boarding houses became increasingly
common from the 1880s, and as early as 1867
a publicly supported Night Refuge taking in
the poor was operating in Francis Street.
In 1904, the first pasta factory making
macaroni had opened in Stanley Street, run
by Luciano and Carolina Rizzo. By the late
1930s, this Street had become the hub for
a vibrant Italian and Maltese community,
with more migrants flowing into Sydney and
Darlinghurst after World War II. Affordable
housing and proximity to the wharves
where many found work further reinforced
these communities, with restaurants and
social clubs springing up from the 1950s
onwards, including the iconic Bill and Toni’s,
frequented by generations of Grammar boys
and staff.
Stan’s barber shop on the ground floor
of the St James Flats located on the corner
of Stanley and Yurong, run by Stanislaus
O’Sullivan from the mid-1960s onwards, was
an establishment frequented by Grammar
pupils, although at times not by choice.
Those that dared to return from the school
holiday break with anything other than a
‘short, back and sides’ was sent down to
Shop 2/6 Yurong Street for a swift re-style.

Top: Aerial view of the College Street site looking
north, taken in the early 1960s with the first science
labs and Sergeant’s Lodge on upper Stanley Street in
foreground (SGS Archives)
Above: Advertising on Riley Street and notice for
the Liquor Referendum, which was to determine the
daily closing time for liquor outlets on 10 June 1916.
The new closing time sparked a large underground
movement of ‘sly-grogging’ and illegal alcohol sales
in the area. (City of Sydney Archives)
Left: Instagram post of artist Jasper Knight’s (OS
1996) work Barber Chair
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Left: Mugshot for Tilly Devine in 1925, the
queen of organised crime in Darlinghurst
and Woolloomooloo during the inter-war
years (State Archives & Records NSW)

“Darlinghurst during this time
was better known for its gangs
and criminal personalities
such as Tilly Devine than
as a vibrant neighbourhood
of families, workers and
migrants, and has been well
documented by historians as
well as crime fiction writers.”

Although the Darlinghurst area had
experienced the influence of criminals
back in the 1890s through gang activity
known as ‘the Pushes’, a growing illicit
element involved in the sex trade, sly
grogging, illegal betting and drugs emerged
during the 1920s. Their use of razors to
settle differences established the name of
‘Razorhurst’. Darlinghurst during this time
was better known for its gangs and criminal
personalities such as Tilly Devine than as a
vibrant neighbourhood of families, workers
and migrants, and has been well documented
by historians as well as crime fiction writers.
The influx of military personnel into
the area during the Second World War and
again in the 1960s during the Vietnam War
helped to keep Darlinghurst’s dubious
reputation of providing a range of off-duty
adult entertainment alive. It was around
William and College Streets that many of
the ‘professionals’ lived and worked, and
particularly throughout the war periods the
streetwalker was a familiar sight.
Grammar’s location on the cusp of the
bustling city and this precinct of wickedness
naturally led to frequent passage and
subsequent exchanges near the School site.
It caused Headmaster Colin Healey (1951 –
1964) to mention it in his memoirs:
‘Beside the roar of the traffic up and down
College Street … there was the embarrassing
traffic which went on in Stanley Street …
Not only did they ‘walk’ there after dark, but
their managers supervised their trade from
cars in which they brought them there and
took them to their ‘offices’. Of course, this
was only noticeable at night. But sometimes
these professional ladies turned up early, and
some were about as early as evening school
functions, such as debates or concerts. Poor
Sergeant Wells had to put up with abuse
from some of these harridans, too, when he
had to put them out of the school property
– as he also had to deal with drunks, who
sometimes came in to sleep off their potations,
often among the bushes under the Trustees’
meeting-room.’
CO Healey Memoirs (1987)

Healey goes on to recall a senior master
once finding a lady hanging around the
Stanley Street gate and asked her if she was
looking for a boy. “Yes, dear” she said; “You’ll
do.” Mr Ian Edwards, Senior Master in English
(1946 – 1960) was similarly approached,
politely replying “Madam, it would be a
business to do pleasure with you.”

Left: News article from The Sunday Times of 27 May 1928 (Trove)
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SGS and the City
Similar encounters occurred in much
earlier times. In his initial years at the
School back in the late 1860s, Headmaster
AB Weigall had repeatedly complained to
the Trustees about the immediate School
surroundings. Referring to the School’s
Stanley Street frontage where the Janitor’s
house (or Sergeant’s Lodge, demolished
in 1980) and the science building on the
southern side were located, Weigall remarked
that “... the passage under the steps is nightly
turned into a urinal, and something worse by
the frequenters, male and female, of College
Street. The Sergeant tells me he never knows
whom, or what, he will find there…”
It wasn’t until 1872 that the Trustees were
able to find the funds to erect a gate and
replace the old wooden fence facing College
and Stanley Streets.
One hundred years later, Headmaster
Alastair Mackerras (1969 – 1989) attempted
to address the perceived shortcomings of an
expanding School hemmed into an innercity location by proposing the school move
entirely to a new site near Weigall in the
early seventies. Mackerras and the Trustees
eventually decided against it, commenting
that among other reasons, he was
overwhelmed by the number of boys who
believed in the “genius loci” at College Street
and “who consider that a new School would
lose something of the School’s distinctive
character.”
Previous Headmaster Peter Houldsworth
(1965 – 1969) in 1967 also declared that “We
are no doubt rightly committed to remaining
in the centre of Sydney; this retains the
essential character of the school, with its
broad social and geographical cross-section
of the city…”
It is a sentiment most current members
of the School community will no doubt still
agree with, despite the days of Darlinghurst’s
debauchery mostly being well and truly in
the past.
Do you have a ‘SGS and the City’ story to
share? The Grammar Archives would like to
know.
sgsarchives@sydgram.nsw.edu.au
BO Minatel

Top: Grammar from College Street in 1870 by NC Deck (Art Gallery of NSW)
Above: Upper Stanley Street in 1983 (SGS Archives)
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Prefects say farewell
As this year’s Prefects say goodbye, Mason Ginters and Jeffrey Tse share
parting thoughts on a challenging yet fulfilling year.
Rather than dwelling on what the year 2020
could have been, we would like to shed
light on the year that 2020 has been: a year
defined by difficulty and perseverance. The
Grammar community, arguably, personified
the latter. As isolation drove us physically
apart, the community had somehow never
felt closer together.
This year has been marked in Grammar
history by an array of successes. The First
XV (rugby), Second XI (cricket), Second XI
(football) all claimed GPS premierships. The
School hosted its first online Term Concert
whilst ensembles continued to work together
over Zoom. “Online Learning” has become
a normalised concept in the Grammar
community and both masters and boys
adapted rapidly to the new format – the boys
certainly embracing the ability to wake up
twenty minutes before Period 1.
The boys were faced with new class
period times, uncertainty of examination
formats, difficulties in participating in
co-curricular and new levels of personal
organisation. It is a credit to the dedication of
the pupils that they continued to go about life
as normally as possible – the rowers training
for a Head of the River without spectators,
the athletes and sportsmen maintaining fitness
over Zoom and throughout the holidays.
Despite the challenging year, the
generosity of the Grammar community
was seemingly unaffected. We are pleased
to announce over $40,000 was raised in
support of Motor Neurone Disease NSW,
a staggering feat given the circumstances
of the year. On behalf of the Prefects, we
would like to extend our appreciation to
the wider community who were involved
with the fundraising events throughout the
year. In particular, the support of the recent
raffle was overwhelming. The willingness
of the community to give generously is
truly something to be admired, and we are
certain the collective involvement in future
fundraising will be unwavering.
To the boys, this year has given you an
appreciation of what life is like away from
College Street – away from close-knit groups
of friends, daily handball games and the
accessibility of the tuckshop. Perhaps this
year is a year to forget, but we hope you go
into your future studies with a newfound
appreciation of all you can do at this School.
On behalf of the departing Class of 2020,
we would like to express our thanks to all
staff, past and present, who have helped us
on our Grammar journey. We are sure we
can speak on behalf of Form VI when we say
that the professionalism and dedication of the

“As isolation drove us physically
apart, the community had somehow
never felt closer together.”

Form VI Dodgeball Competition

masters have, and will continue, to shape us
into the men we are and strive to become.
Sydney Grammar School, it has been a
pleasure.

Above: L-R Arnav Kalra, Anand Bhuyan, Mason Ginters
(Senior Prefect), Oscar Eichmann, Aaron Chang
Left: Leavers’ Assembly; and right, Jeffrey Tse, (Second
Prefect) training during lockdown
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From the Headmaster
In an excerpt from his Speech Day Address, Dr Malpass reflects on how we’ve
managed to adapt and thrive amidst challenge and upheaval.
Inevitably, any annual address in 2020
cannot escape the language and narrative
we have all variously endured throughout
the course of this year, namely that of crisis
and isolation. For so many overseas, crisis
and isolation have been dominant tropes.
Of course, we in Australia are so terribly
fortunate to be where we are, given what
continues to unfold in terms of the rampant
spread of the pandemic in the US, Europe
and across much of the world.
So, whilst 2020 has seen us collectively
rely on words such as ‘challenging’,
‘unsettling’, and ‘extraordinary’ to account for
the months we’ve experienced, I would like
to consider instead the occasional positives,
the resurgent virtues which have come to the
fore this year in spite of, or perhaps because
of the unsettling and extraordinary challenges
of this year.
Times of crisis have on occasions the
capacity to deliver some of the best of human
endeavour and societal achievement, despite
the adversity from which they emerge. It is
perhaps something of a paradox that crises
can stimulate great progress. Indeed, it is the
paradox of such periods that we might find
ourselves confronted by the uncomfortable
consideration that without a crisis such
progress might never have been made.
It has been asserted that both World Wars
ushered in greater social equality. Indeed,
it is worth noting that in the decade or so
prior to the First World War, the United
Kingdom experienced what is now termed
the Edwardian Era in which that Kingdom’s
people endured the greatest disparity of
wealth between the small percentage of
landed gentry and the vast proportion of
a more impoverished society. It has been
argued, despite the unimaginable atrocities
and horror of the First World War, that this
conflict ushered in a significant degree of
political and institutional change paving the
way for the first welfare state whilst also
establishing the landscape for universal
suffrage, perhaps unthinkable amongst the
Edwardians a decade earlier. Again, it is
deeply discomforting to consider that it might
have required a profoundly futile conflict in
terms of the unconscionable loss of human
life in order to effect demonstrably positive
social change. To what extent does it take a
crisis to make society reflect on what it values
and thus to innovate in order to enshrine
such values?
From the School’s perspective, crisis and
isolation were disturbing leading players in
a year in which we all learned to adapt and
intelligently improvise as the ground wobbled
30 SGS MAGAZINE No. 12

Top left: Reuben Wilder (VI) taking a
photograph, and right; Oliver Dower
(VI) making ceramics
Middle: George Kinahan (VI) sculpting
Left: Jules Noldus-Lin (VI) etching

An online football training session

Jake Kwan (I) taking a violin lesson
with Mr Rob Nijs

A.R.I.A. Quartet: L-R Ishaan Vellani (VI),
Ryan Lum (VI), Andrei Agnew (VI) and
Aaron Chang (VI)

“It is perhaps something of
a paradox that crises can
stimulate great progress.”

and shifted beneath us.
I look back to Monday
23 March, the morning
on which the Premier of
NSW told parents to keep
their children at home.
As you will remember,
we had already declared
that day a pupil-free day
based on our reading
of the politics at that
volatile time. But our
planning had commenced
months beforehand to
have all staff ready for
an online delivery of our
curriculum. I remain indebted to our staff
who all charted their own specific path to
establishing their mode of teaching in this
new style of engagement.
It was then wonderful to see the
innovative approaches which were
organically emerging in amongst the fertile
landscape of the online teaching space.
Academic lessons on Zoom saw our masters
innovate across a wide range of applications
and tools. Whilst many of us played it safe
with simpler, reliable approaches, increasingly
staff were finding inventive methods of
transporting boys in virtual terms.
As an example of the response, I thought
I would mention a department which was
rather less likely to profit from a lockeddown online environment, our Visual Arts
Department. This subject is surely one of our
most hands-on, in-situ teaching areas, and
one severely limited by the lock-down to
online-only teaching. Nonetheless, as their
Subject Master Mrs Bernadette Mansfield
commented: ‘our incredible Art Assistant, Mr
Dale Miles, parcelled up and sent to each boy
(over 200 in Form II alone) pencils, erasers,
watercolour paints, brushes, watercolour
paper and we taught painting and drawing
by Zoom. The boys were able to use kitchen
utensils and fruit and vegetables as subject
matter, and they got into the spirit of it all by
suggesting all sorts of exotic and rare species.
As a department, we innovated together as
a cohort and took the boys off to Florence,
Paris and Rome by way of virtual galleries
and boys wrote us emails summarising their
experiences, adding to their knowledge
of Art History along the way. We packedup potters wheels, and easels, and etching
plates and carving materials and organised
wonderful parents to partner with us to
collect everything needed for boys to set-up
their studios at home. At least three mums
have taken up pottery classes since then. We
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From the Headmaster

all navigated and negotiated the best
way to teach practical skills by Zoom
as iPads ended up in buckets of clay
slip, and the plea to “lift the computer
so I can see the top of the canvas…
no, no…. now all I can see is the wall..
move it down a bit…” was often heard.’
The Sports trainings on Zoom
proved to be another unexpected
realm of innovation in the crisis, and
an innovation which must be credited
solely to the Sports staff themselves.

“It was then wonderful to see the innovative
approaches which were organically
emerging in amongst the fertile landscape
of the online teaching space.”

Top: Leavers’ Assembly VI
Middle: Boys baking a ‘ciambella’ whilst following
the recipe in Italian
Above: Mr Jarrod Egan on the right instructing how
to do a Tibialis Raise with Mr Simon Dumas
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Realising quickly that the winter
season was looking to be a non-starter,
they swiftly established a live online
presence each morning and afternoon
in order to give the boys the best
virtual equivalent of what we would
have realised in person. This was not
limited to coaching, though. Online
healthy cooking and the like began
to emerge. The Headmaster himself
was similarly moved to record some
dubious sporting-related videos in
order to inspire the troops through the
medium of ruthless self-deprecation,
the results of which can still be found
on the School’s website.
Our musicians were well served
from the commencement of the online
phase, in the sense that Zoom lessons
were relatively convenient for individual
music lessons. What suffered by contrast
were the ensembles. Indeed, given what

would become governmental restrictions
once we returned to onsite learning, those
ensembles had the longest of waits, long
after all sportsmen were given the allclear to proceed. Certainly, this year has
thrown up inconsistencies in governmental
guidelines, but it would be churlish to focus
on that now. Thus, the necessity for musical
performances to be pre-recorded and then
mixed spawned such successful creativity.
Indeed, it was wonderful to witness the
Grammarphones produce their moving
recording of ‘And so it goes’ from isolation
creating a dynamic split screen performance
through a process of video multi-layering,
aligning and editing. The end result will
linger as a beautiful, emotional reminder of
what was achieved this year.
But with a surge in innovation also came a
renewed awareness of what is most valuable
in the School’s approach to educating our
boys. There were comments from educational
leaders in the midst of the lockdown phase
to the effect that education would never
be the same again now that we had all
commenced coming to terms with the new
world order of online pedagogy. I would
argue that this interpretation is misguided in
the case of schools. Certainly, the crisis saw
an abundance of new tools, but we realised
more keenly the value of our traditional
classrooms and the in-situ delivery of what
we do. I suspect that schools will chart a very
different course to universities in the next few
years, the former championing the traditional
classroom, the latter moving swiftly to a
more cost-efficient flexible model of course
delivery. Back in late February, I had lunch
with a senior figure at one of Sydney’s top
universities, and at that time he prophesised
that the changes at his university for 2020
would be akin to a Trojan Horse in which
long term changes would be cloaked under
an unforeseen and panicked disguise of
pandemic innovation.
A little earlier I posed the question: “To
what extent does it take a crisis to make
society reflect on what it values and thus to
innovate in order to enshrine such values?”
We’ve long known at Grammar what we
value. An academic dedication, genuinely
underpinned by a thriving devotion to music,
sport and the development of the whole boy,
has been the operating principle of recent
years. Much of this year has been devoted
to ensuring that despite the pandemic our
boys could have this style of education, and
I congratulate all our staff and our boys for
achieving it in the infamous context of 2020.

New acquisitions in prints
Dr Christopher Allen reports on some inspirational new additions that will serve
to enhance Grammar’s teaching collection.
As etching, drypoint, aquatint and other forms
of printmaking have become increasingly
important and popular media in the Art
Department, we decided in 2019 to gather
some of the best work owned by the School
into a teaching collection, and to display it
as a mini-museum of printmaking at the east
end of the Level 6 corridor. Since then we
have been fortunate to be able to extend
both the historical range of the collection and
our coverage of specific media: printmaking
is not a single technique, but a whole family
of processes, which can be broadly divided
into relief and intaglio categories.
Last year we published five new
acquisitions, including a Japanese ukiyoe
work by Kunisada (c. 1830), an etching by
Salvator Rosa (c. 1661), an engraving by
Paulus Pontius after Sir Anthony van Dyck
(c. 1630 – 45, gift of Mr Josef Lebovic), a
mezzotint by Richard Earlom after Claude
Lorrain (c. 1810 – 19), and an etching by the
Australian artist and publisher Sydney Ure
Smith (1918).
This year we
have made four
more acquisitions,
with a focus on
Australian prints
from the rich
period between the
wars: Evening (c.
1921), a poetic and
moody drypoint by
Elioth Gruner, in
the spirit of Corot’s
late landscapes;
Kurrajong, the
Citrus orchard (c.
1929) by Adelaide
Perry, a strong
example of the new
linocut medium
popularised by
Claude Flight in
1920s London; The
Crab (1931), by
Lionel Lindsay, a
remarkable example of wood engraving; and Top: Elioth Gruner (1882 – 1939)
Evening, c. 1921
finally, once again through the generosity of
Drypoint, 13.9 x 17.8 cm
our dealer Mr Josef Lebovic, St James’ Church
(c. 1930s), another fine linocut by Lisette
Above left: Lisette Kohlhagen
(1890 – 1969)
Kohlhagen.
St James’ Church, c. 1930s
Linocut, 29.5 x 26.5

Above right: Adelaide Perry (1891 – 1973)
Kurrajong, The Citrus orchard, c. 1929
Linocut, 15.1 x 22.2 cm
Right: Lionel Lindsay (1874 – 1961)
The Crab, 1931
Wood engraving, 14.2 x 21.5 cm
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GRAMMAR GENERATIONS
Two generations of the Gonski and Lusthaus families have passed through the halls of Grammar.
Steve Gonski (OS 1975), with the help of Ben Lusthaus (OS 2004), explores the influence that
the School has had on these ten boys.
Our connection with Grammar started in
1952 when my sister’s late husband Don
Lusthaus attended Edgecliff Preparatory
School (EPS), which in 1956 became a part
of Sydney Grammar School. Five years later,
my family arrived from South Africa, and our
first Australian friends recommended that my
older brother David attend Sydney Grammar
School. My twin Peter and I also went to
Edgecliff Preparatory School and we were
fortunate that, when we arrived in Form I at
College Street, our ‘big brother’ was hovering
in the upper years. The next generation
began with Don’s three sons (Jed, Jono and
Ben), and continued with David’s two sons
(Mike and Tim), before finishing with my son
(Tom) leaving in 2012.
After teaching at Edgecliff Preparatory
School for around 37 years, I now assist
in the Archives and Alumni Department at
College Street. This new position has given
me an opportunity to think about how
our family’s long history with the School is
unique, and I was fortunate to canvas my
Grammar relatives about their experiences.
There were common threads in their detailed
responses, and they helped provide a
window into what life is really like for a boy
at Sydney Grammar School.

David Gonski (OS 1971) on the right
about to debate in Big School

“I can confidently say that every
member of the Gonski-Lusthaus family
who walked through Big School came
out as a stronger, more rounded person.”

Above: Michael Gonski (OS 2001), on the left at the Vincentian Village in
2001 as part of the School’s Community Service programme
Left: Gonski children heading to school L-R: Steve, David, Peter and Lisa
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My brother David (OS 1971) and my
nephew Jono (OS 2002) fondly remember the
depth and breadth of their education, which
promoted a level of discourse that prepared
them well for the world. Their masters
encouraged them to think and question
everything, and they both represented the
School at the highest level in debating.
Since leaving School, David has employed
these skills working as a lawyer, a merchant
banker, and a chairman of for and not for
profit organisations. He was on the Trustees
of Sydney Grammar School for 18 years,
presided as the Chairman of Trustees from
2003 – 2010 and is currently the Patron
of the Old Sydneians’ Union. Jono also
has been busy, writing and researching at
Oxford University and becoming a respected
authority on the business of cybercrime. In
addition to David and Jono, my son Tom (OS
2012) relished all the honest discussions that
he had with his masters and peers. Today, as
a first year out Geography/History teacher, he
loves debating topics related to sustainability,
the environment and politics.

My brother Peter (OS 1975) and my
nephews Mike (OS 2001) and Ben (OS
2004) remember their masters providing
them with a warm environment in which
to learn. Consequently, they were given
the confidence to extend their interests
beyond the usual subjects and cultivate a
sense of leadership. When he wasn’t solving
mathematical problems, Peter developed
an interest in assisting in the School Library
and he became the Head Librarian as well as
the Editor of the Centenary Sydneian. Peter
now sits on many medical boards and is a
geriatrician and a director of an aged care
unit. Similarly, in the next generation, the
School tapped into Mike’s musical creativity
and he played the violin from Kindergarten
until Form VI, where he featured prominently
in several
major groups.
Today, Mike is a
partner at a law
firm, sitting on
charity boards
and overseeing

Tim Gonski (OS 2009) in 2008

Ben Lusthaus (OS 2004) videoing

Above left: Jono Lusthaus (OS 2002) with his HSC oil painting 2002
Above: Jed Lusthaus (OS 2000) proudly holds the ‘Bat’ and the Shield from the
1999 Tri-Grammar series
Left: Steve Gonski (OS 1975) (back row, third from left) Peter Gonski (OS 1975) (front
row, first from left) with their Edgecliff Preparatory 6M Class, 1969
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GRAMMAR GENERATIONS

Top: Don Lusthaus (OS 1966) rowing in the 1965
Head of the River
Middle: Steve Gonski (OS 1975) umpiring and
Tom Gonski (OS 2012) bowling in Tasmania 2006
Above: Weigall 4 opening 2008
L-R: David Gonski (OS 1971), Dr Vallance,
Mr Frank Lowy and the football captain
Alexander Wells (OS 2009)
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innovative ventures.
Ben also showed
a creative flair
at School, this
time in the form
of filmmaking.
He was greatly
encouraged by
masters who gave
him equipment and
asked him to film
major events that were regularly shown in
school assemblies. Ben currently works as a
film executive for Netflix in Los Angeles.
My late brother-in-law Don (OS 1966) and
his son Jed (OS 2000) felt endless School
pride in their chosen sports. In Don’s final
year he represented the First VIII (rowing)
crew which was expected to win the Head
of the River. Sadly, one of his fellow rowers
put his foot through a section of the bow
before the race and they came third in a
patched-up boat. Such was the significance of
the event that it was reported in the Sydney
newspapers! Jed also loved his sport, and he
captained the First XI (cricket) team in his
last year of School. His fondest memory was
helping to retrieve the much-sought-after
‘Bat’ against Melbourne Grammar at Weigall
the year before (1999). After School, both
father and son thrived on working in a team
environment. Don became an investment
analyst at stockbroking firms until his
untimely passing in 1990, aged 41, while Jed

currently works as an ophthalmologist and a
glaucoma researcher.
Finally, both Tim (OS 2009) and I (OS
1975) remember the camaraderie in our
year groups that allowed us both to develop
life-long friendships. There was a diverse
range of intelligent people from different
cultures and family backgrounds, and this
encouraged us to take a broader view on the
world. We both thoroughly enjoyed playing
in sports teams and musical groups, or just
talking to our ‘mates’ in the playground and,
not surprisingly, many of these boys are
our closest friends today. Indeed, several of
Tim’s groomsmen were from his year, and
I still regularly play lawn bowls and cricket
with old Grammar boys. After College Street,
Tim practised as a lawyer, and is currently
working as an analyst across a range of
investment opportunities.
Clearly, Sydney Grammar School has
been very good to all of my family across
two generations. I can confidently say that
every member of the Gonski-Lusthaus family
who walked through Big School came out
as a stronger, more rounded person. Jono’s
response sums up our general feeling
towards the School and how its influence has
stayed with us forever. “I remember pretty
much everything, except for my last day at
school. I can’t remember what day it was or
what happened, which is interesting. I can’t
really remember leaving officially”.

An opportunity to learn more!
Ms Jeny Shepherd reveals how curiosity, imagination,
challenge and co-teaching are fundamental in the
Learning Extension Programme at Edgecliff.
The passing of Sir Ken Robinson earlier
this year reignited interest in the elements
that he believed to be essential in
producing successful education. ‘Sir Ken’,
as he was affectionately known, gave talks
and interviews and wrote many books
and papers, espousing his strong belief
that education needed to become more
personalised so that children would want
to learn, using this desire to build on their
achievements and discover true passions.
A fundamental part of this learning process
is the development of curiosity, one of our
School Values. Curiosity is the engine of
achievement, and this, along with imagination
and creative thought, is the source of every
form of human accomplishment. Implicit
in this is the understanding that if we, as
learners, are not prepared to experiment with
new ideas and to be wrong, then we can
never come up with anything original, nor
become the best learners that we can truly be.
These are some of the foundations
that have underpinned the Learning
Extension Programme at Edgecliff since
its commencement in 2002. All boys who
participate, be it in regular Extension or
Enrichment groups, or in the Working
Mathematically programme that all boys
from Years 3 to 6 share during Term I, are
encouraged to build their curiosity and
imagination, and to have the confidence to
take learning risks.
In Learning Extension, the boys investigate
a range of topics linked to real-world
situations. They build their problem-solving
skills as they complete rigorous, open-ended,
independent, or small group activities at their
own pace. A range of technology is used,
where appropriate, to enhance and extend
learning experiences and thus increase the
levels of rigour and challenge. The Extension
Room is full of co-teachers who are ‘more
knowledgeable than others’: the boys
theorise, discuss and assess ideas, techniques
and solutions, learning from each other and
from the teacher. They use technology and
computation, build models, create diagrams,
engage in discussions and simulations, create
graphs, and use robotics and real-world data.
As always, our recent investigations have
been diverse. They have included regular
and truncated polyhedral shapes, practical
uses of Pythagoras’ Theorem, why bees make
hexagonal hive cells, and applications of
algorithmic thinking. We have also designed
gardens and explored the use of networking
principles and exponents to better understand
the COVID-19 situation. Other examples are
the marketing and sale of fast food, melting

ice, linear relationships,
representative democracy,
and how the availability of
resources, technology and
infrastructure affect market
forces and a nation’s ability
to trade.
The Extension Room
is a dynamic and busy
place full of boys actively
exploring ideas, discussing,
collaborating, discovering,
and learning. They use their
curiosity and imagination to
aim higher, and develop the
confidence to accept that
they may not succeed the
first time, but that by taking
learning risks they will build
their skills and be more able
to reach their goals.
There is always the opportunity to
learn more!

Using robots to solve
mathematical challenges

“A fundamental part of this learning
process is the development of
curiosity, one of our School Values.”

Top: Explaining a theory
Above left: Solving a tricky puzzle, and right; Independent learning
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Celebrating distinguished careers
We reflect on the invaluable contributions of Dr John Hughes, Dr Geoff Windon
and Mr Gregg Williams who are all retiring this year.
Dr John Hughes
The School Librarian Dr John Hughes is retiring
at the end of 2020 after 16 years as Librarian,
and 22 years teaching at Grammar. Under
John’s leadership, books and the enjoyment
of reading have remained at the very centre
of the Grammar library. While insisting on the
value of boys reading for pleasure, John has
also, as a member of the English Department,
re-invigorated both academic extension and
creative writing programmes.
John joined the staff as an English master
in 1999. In 2001 he was appointed both
Director of English, and Senior Master in
Academic Extension, and he has continued
in the latter role to the present day. With the
arrival of the then new HSC in 2001, John
designed the Grammar Extension 2 English
course (in which boys produce their own
major works) and has taught that course
in all but two years since. For gifted boys
taking Academic Extension in Form V, John
developed a course on 19th Century Russian
Literature, and was able to guide those pupils
to their own love of those classic texts.
John has taught creative writing from
day one at Grammar, principally through
weekly meetings of the Junior and Senior
Creative Writing Clubs. A highly-awarded
author (John is a past winner of the NSW
Premier’s award, and was short-listed for
the Miles Franklin Award this year), John’s
sympathetic rapport, judicious practical
advice, and encouragement, have guided
many novice writers to greater levels of skill
and enjoyment of their craft.
John has done great service as a Tutor in our
House system, as the many boys and families
benefiting from his care and wisdom would
attest. He has assisted with football, crosscountry, and taekwondo. In many areas of
School life John’s contribution will be missed.
Dr James Lucas

Dr Geoff Windon
The boys say it best about Geoff Windon:
The Man, The Myth, The Legend. Ever
the professional, Dr Windon has an air of
mystery and quiet reserve about him that
has permeated through his classroom since
his arrival in 1996. When boys see ‘GRW’ on
their timetable they know they’re in for a year
of stimulating discussion with a master who
appears to know all the most obscure literary
techniques to work into an essay. Sitting
in on a Form VI class, I observed the boys
hurriedly take dictation as the gold poured
forth from Dr Windon’s mouth. They were
on the edge of their seats the whole time –
though this may have had more to do with
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Dr John Hughes

hearing Geoff’s softly spoken voice over the
roar of the air conditioner in P17. Not just a
master of literature, Dr Windon is genuinely
hilarious and those who listen closely in his
class will catch on to the dry wit he weaves
through his lectures.
That signature wry voice and humour can
often take people by surprise, but those who
know him best will carry fond memories of
sharing deep belly laughs in the staff room
over jokes delivered with a droll grin. To
overhear him in the common room is to listen
to the informed voice of one well-versed in
the downsides of late capitalism and inherited
wealth. He is admired for his extensive
knowledge of classical literature and the
generosity with which he shares this in
discussion; his time as Second Master (1996
– 2002) is only a snapshot of the ongoing
contribution he has made to the Grammar
English Department.
Whether you were privileged enough to
be in his English class over the last 24 years,
part of his Debating or Public Speaking
teams, one of his tutees or a colleague
working alongside the Great Man, you’ll feel
the absence of Geoff Windon from Grammar
in 2021. And so, in honour of his retirement,
the English Department will soon begin
working on his biography entitled GRW: The
Windon Beneath Our Wings. Contributions
welcome, though they will unlikely do justice
to The Man, The Myth, The Legend.
Ms Kristen Lizzio

Dr Geoffrey Windon

Above: Mr Gregg
Williams in a recent
Tutorial period, and left;
with the Second Tennis
Team 1995

Dr Windon with the GPS Firsts Debating 1998

Mr Gregg Williams
In a career as rich and long as Gregg Williams’
it seems a mammoth task to try to summarise
his impact in a single paragraph. Hailing from
Wales, and after stints in London (1981 – 1984)
and Bristol Cathedral School (1984 – 1991),
he arrived in Adelaide (1990) on a teacher
exchange. Such a small city was unable to
contain a personality and energy as large as
Gregg’s. In 1992 he was invited by the then
Headmaster of the School Dr Townsend,
to a position as a Science assistant master.
However, his qualities were soon recognized,
and he was appointed as one of the first
Housemasters shortly after joining the School.
Gregg has had many roles: coach of the
Seconds tennis, cross-country age manager,
Tutor, but the role he valued most was as
a master. He bewailed the lack of an HSC
Biology syllabus which could challenge the
brighter boys. He believed and practised the
principle that learning is most effective when
it is fun.
Gregg saw Science not just as a body of
knowledge but a process and, as a result, he
was innovative and generous with the variety
of practicals he introduced to his lessons.
I can recall some years ago an exhausted
laboratory assistant complaining, “Why are
you doing this experiment? No-one else is
doing it.” Many times, when I was wondering
what I was going to do in a double period he
would call me into his beloved S19 laboratory
and say “Here you go Skinny!” and proceed
to load me up with a veritable treasure
trove of activities for the boys. Naturally,
such a master was bound to be popular.
Walking back to the common room at recess
with Gregg was like trying to navigate a
boat through ice-filled waters such was the
number of boys who came up to him to say
hello. I wonder whether I will ever have the
good fortune to meet another school master
like him.
Mr Stephen Williams
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Book Week celebrations at Edgecliff
Edgecliff Year 2 teacher and Infants Coordinator, Miss Jennifer Kirby-Brown, recounts how a
memorable Book Week ignited a passion of books and embraced School values.

Curious Minds with the Curiosity Cube

Seesaw ‘Curious Creature’
task by Agastya Jha
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Many curious creatures
created by Hugo Pannu

The Children’s Book Council Australia
(CBCA) Book Week is an annual event at
Edgecliff, during which the School spends
one whole week in August bringing boys,
authors, illustrators and books together.
This year’s celebration was a little different
from those we’ve experienced in the past,
but many of the boys agreed that it was one
of the best. Although the CBCA postponed
the 2020 Book Week to October, we held it
at the usual time, having already arranged
numerous author visits.
This year’s theme, ‘Curious Creatures,
Wild Minds’, tied in perfectly with our School
value, Curiosity, along with the amazing and
often ‘wild’ minds of our youngest boys.
The Infants Department commenced each
day with Rotational Reading, with staff sharing
their favourite CBCA shortlisted picture book
with our Kindergarten to Year 2 classes.
Predictions were made, discussions held,
questions raised and answers revealed, with
the assistance of a class Curiosity Cube, which
was filled with a variety of items and specific
questions relating to each picture book.
Ursula Dubosarsky and Matt Cosgrove’s
Book presentations were delivered via Zoom
this year. Believe it or not, this allowed our
guests to get ‘up close and personal’, giving
boys a perfect view of books, props and
particularly illustrations as they were guided
through the drawing process. Boys relished
the opportunity to stand in front of the Zoom
camera, where they asked questions or
showed their works of art to
the authors and illustrator.
During the week, each
boy designed his own curious
creature using materials
such as recyclables, Lego,
playdough, drawings or even
special apps. The creations
were accompanied by
recordings and then uploaded
to the School’s Seesaw
platform. After the boys had
shared their posts with the
class, they were used as a
stimulus for an imaginative
writing task.
Of course, Book Week
at Edgecliff is not complete
unless the boys have the
opportunity to participate in
the Library’s colouring, poster,
model and Lego competitions,
and plenty of time was
spent browsing and making
purchases at the Book Fair.

“This year’s celebration
was a little different from
those we’ve experienced in
the past, but many of the
boys agreed that it was
one of the best.”

Have you ever wondered what’s at the
bottom of the ocean?

The Infants Book Character Parade
was definitely the highlight; boys and
teachers arrived at School dressed as
either their favourite book character or
some kind of curious creature. Under
beautiful blue skies, each Infants class
showcased their outfits whilst dancing
to the catchy song Gotta Keep Reading,
based on the Black-Eyed Peas’ song I’ve
Gotta Feelin’.
With restrictions placed upon us,
the Music Department organised some
thoughtful movements to the song Have
You Ever…? which reminds us that we
can find inspiration, information and
imagination, just by opening a book!

Above: All dressed up as our
favourite book characters
Dominic Melhuish’s curious
creature is a dinosaur who
explores our School

Dancing to ‘Have You Ever...?’
at our Book Character Parade

Right: Ursula Dubosarsky
visits us via Zoom
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Headmaster’s Supervision Scheme
Dr Alex Stevens reports on the revival of this valuable scheme, which formed part of Grammar’s
strategy for supporting Form VI boys through the COVID-19 disruptions.
As part of the School’s support for this year’s
Form VI boys during their disrupted HSC
year, the Headmaster, Dr Malpass, took
the decision to revive the Headmaster’s
Supervision Scheme in Term III. The
Headmaster’s Supervision Scheme had not
run for a year or so, but it appeared to offer
a positive model to support Form VI in the
context of the School’s overall response to
the COVID-19 situation and the extensive
disruption of normal classes in late Term I
and early Term II.
The Scheme was initiated some years
ago by the previous Headmaster, Dr John
Vallance, in order to give Form VI boys the
opportunity to work in a core subject in small
groups with a recent Grammar HSC graduate,
as the boys went through their HSC year.
There has always been a tutoring element
to the Scheme: current Form VI boys work
with high achievers from previous years to
improve their content knowledge and their
ability to respond in examination situations.
Just as important, however, has been
the experience of working with a near-peer
mentor. The Scheme is designed to give Form
VI boys the chance to work closely with a
near peer who has recently gone through
the experience of completing the HSC.
This aspect of the Scheme was especially
significant in the challenging context of the
COVID-19 crisis. Near-peer mentoring in
school and university settings offers pupils
a qualitatively different way to approach
their work. The content is not necessarily
any different from what might be offered
by older teachers or lecturers, but the close
alignment of ages and life-stages creates a
level of empathy and direct connection in
the learning experience that is not otherwise
easy to duplicate. This mentoring component
has been a significant part of the Scheme’s
success over the length of its operation.

“The Scheme is designed to
give Form VI boys the chance
to work closely with a near peer
who has recently gone through
the experience of completing
the HSC.”
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Krishnan Nayanar (OS 2019)
and below

Jared Adams (OS 2019)

“This mentoring component
has been a significant part of
the Scheme’s success over the
length of its operation.”

Reuben Gliksten (OS 2019)

In reviving the Scheme, some
modifications were made. We
surveyed Form VI to see what the
boys’ priorities were and made
plans on that basis. More session
times during the week were offered,
including two morning slots that
suited a number of boys and
supervisors. In addition, more subjects
were offered: English Advanced,
Biology, Chemistry, Physics,
Economics, and Geography were
all included this year. We reluctantly
excluded Mathematics, because the
changes in the HSC syllabus for the
higher mathematics courses are very
extensive and the new courses are
being examined for the first time in 2020.
Around half of Form VI were involved
at some stage. Seventeen recent Grammar
HSC graduates led sessions across the range
of subjects. Well over one hundred sessions
took place during Term III, some before
and many more after the Trial Examinations.

There was a wide variety of approaches:
some topic lectures, lots of back-andforth discussions, and a lot of focus on the
particular demands of the HSC examinations.
This year’s revival of the Headmaster’s
Supervision Scheme was particularly
appreciated by the supervisors, all part of
Grammar’s successful 2019 HSC cohort,
who had embarked upon their first year of
university life only to have it thrown into
complete disarray by the pandemic. There
was a palpable sense of excitement among
these young men when they came back onto
the School’s campus for their induction: a
spontaneous game of handball in the Green
Zone was the result. Amid the strangeness
and dislocation of the COVID-19 situation,
the Scheme offered a genuine opportunity
to reconnect with the School experience
that they had enjoyed so much, and to pass
on the benefits of their HSC and post-HSC
experiences to a new Form VI.
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Book Week at College Street
The School was immersed in creative activities to celebrate the joys and benefits of reading.

In continuing its push to celebrate the world
of literature, College Street acknowledged
CBCA’s National Book Week. ‘Launched’ at
assemblies by Dr Stephen Tong and Mr Brian
Rocks, one of the aims of the week was to
highlight that reading for pleasure is not just
for English masters.
Tuesday 20 October saw a dedicated
Mufti Day in which boys and masters were
encouraged to dress as a favourite character
or author, raising $1259 for The Indigenous
Literacy Foundation. It will come as no
surprise that Harry Potter was a favourite
amongst the boys, but we also had a Hungry
Caterpillar and, even, Jesus. The English
Department did step up, channelling The
Handmaid’s Tale, Lord of the Flies, George
(Of Mice and Men), Julia (1984), Hunter S.
Thompson, Scout and Atticus Finch (To Kill
a Mockingbird), an elegantly attired Phryne
Fisher, and a sartorially resplendent Sebastian
Flyte (Brideshead Revisited), complete with
teddy bear, Aloysius, whose behaviour on
the day left much to be desired. Elsewhere,
Science gave us Ms Frizzle; Music gave us
Gatsby (looking very much as if about to
conduct an orchestra!); and, most amusingly,
Drama gave us Mrs Emily Kaufling in her
re-fashioned working of her daughter’s Book
Week costume – the green sheep.
Flash fiction and extracts from canonical
texts were scattered across the School for boys
to read and hopefully be inspired by. The
boys in the Library did a superb job curating a
series of clever and funny poems by arranging
book spines in certain sequences, such as:
The Gathering Storm
Burning for Revenge
Ruins
Those Who Leave and
Those Who Stay
Thus Bad Begins
But Grammar being Grammar, we also
needed a sense of competition and two very
cleverly thought-out ideas proved amongst
the highlights. Tutor groups were encouraged
to decorate the doors of their classroom, with
Housemasters judging and awarding a prize
to the best Book Week inspired door. And
then there was the hardest challenge – the
ingeniously named ‘Shelfie Competition’.
Boys and masters were invited to match a
‘shelfie’ – a photo of a master’s chosen pile
of books – with master. Dotted around the
campus, these glimpses into our colleagues’
reading tastes were, perhaps, the best way in
which the week aimed to achieve its purpose:
advocating reading for pleasure and seeing it
as something that transcends the classroom,
the syllabus and the HSC.
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Special thanks must go to Ms Leeann
Robinson, Ms Kristen Lizzio, Mr Callum
Provan and Mrs Amelia Chiba for their efforts
in making it all happen. In the words of
one colleague as the week drew to its close:
‘It is fantastic to see something new and
innovative in the School and especially a
project like this that involved planning and
thinking “outside the box”. Most impressive
and thank you!’

Book Spine Poetry

Where is the Green Sheep?
(Mrs Emily Kaufling)

“Boys and masters were invited to
match a ‘shelfie’ – a photo of a master’s
chosen pile of books – with master.”
ALP Tutorial, Form II (R2D2, Star Wars)

“Flash fiction and extracts from
canonical texts were scattered
across the School for boys to read
and hopefully be inspired by.”

L-R: Roger (Mr Nicholas Smith), George (Mr Callum Provan) and Phryne (Ms Kelli Smith)
Death, Timothy Trahair (I)

Harry Potter,
Timmy Dunkel (III)

The Hungry Caterpillar,
Oliver King (V)

Right: GJH Tutorial,
Form III (The Wizard of
Oz, Yellow Brick Road)

SGS MAGAZINE No. 12 45

Vale Rodney Knock
Grammar farewells a highly regarded master and humanitarian who dedicated
his working life to the School.

Debating Team Premiers 1949

Rodney Charles Knock was born on
7 January 1932 and died on 8 August
2020 aged 88 years. His long life
had many facets, but along with his
devotion to his family, his friends
and his church, his association with
Grammar was a fundamental part of
who he was.
He was a boy at Grammar (from
1945 until 1949), and in his final
year was Captain of the School (the
leading scholar in literary subjects)
and a member of the School’s GPS
Premiership-winning Debating team.
In 1950 he was awarded the Salting
Exhibition. Rodney studied Arts at
the University of Sydney from 1950
to 1953 and graduated with Honours
in Modern History.
In 1954 he returned to Grammar
as a master and remained on the
staff until his retirement at the end
of 1988. Alastair Mackerras joined
the staff in the same year as Rodney,
having been his contemporary as a
pupil at the School. AMM was also
to have retired at the same time but
stayed another six months while a
new Headmaster was appointed.
He reflected warmly on Rodney
when he retired. He described him
as “a deeply religious man with a
great knowledge of Christianity,
especially of the Anglo-Catholic
tradition” and “a man of great
clarity of mind, and lucidity of
expression and above all of integrity and
charity”. These traits were reflected in
Rodney’s reports on pupils and references for
them as well as in his letters to friends. AMM
also mentioned Rodney’s love of music. He
was a violinist in the School Orchestra as a
boy.
His former colleagues recall Rodney as a
gentle and courteous man, quietly spoken
but of evident thoughtfulness and concern
about serious matters. Among these was his
deep sense of injustice which led him to run
an Amnesty International group at the School
and which also informed a remarkable article
he wrote for The Sydneian in the mid1960s describing the situation in what was

“In 1954 he returned to Grammar as a
master and remained on the staff until
his retirement at the end of 1988.”
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then the break-away colony of Rhodesia.
His account was full of sympathy for the
African population of the country which later
became Zimbabwe. Rodney did not discuss
or endorse conflict. His focus was a human
sympathy and admiration for those living
under what he saw as the stupidity of racial
oppression.
Rodney’s serious and conventional side
was balanced by more idiosyncratic elements.
He was famous for a very large collection of
brightly coloured ties (ultimately auctioned
off to assist Amnesty). He joined AMM in an
enthusiasm for steam trains and historical
railway journeys and was well known for
his pithy comments in school reports. A
celebrated example was: “We both failed,
but at least I tried.” His long-standing friend
and old colleague in the History Department,
Gordon Cooper, also attests to a colourful
sense of humour.
Gordon also refers to another key aspect
of Rodney’s character when he describes
the “dogged determination” with which he
defied the initial scepticism of the 1950s
Grammar Headmaster, Mr Colin Healey, to
become an effective and well-loved master.
Rodney had a strong sense of duty and a
strong commitment to the tasks he had to
perform. This was apparent in the dedicated
coaching of lower order junior and middle
Rugby teams which he, a non-sportsman,
declared to have been his most enjoyable
duty at the School. Rodney’s involvement in
sport also included many years in Athletics
and Swimming, the latter of which he ran
from 1981. Other work came more easily.
Rodney coached Debating, in which he had
excelled as a pupil, and his teams won GPS
premierships in 1963 and 1965. He founded a
Middle School Debating group.
While primarily an historian, Rodney
also taught French, English and Latin. His
competence and reliability, and his standing
among his colleagues, were recognised by his
appointment as Second Master in History in
1965, as the Tutor of Group 3 under the then
pastoral care system, in which only a minority
of masters were Tutors, and, in his final two
years of service, by his election as Chairman
of the Common Room. Rodney also served
in the senior role of Acting Assistant to the
Headmaster in 1976.
Rodney married his wife Leigh later in
life. They had a daughter, Elizabeth (Liz).
Both survive him, along with his son-in-law,
Brendan. Rodney enjoyed a long retirement
in the Newcastle area and was honoured
in a funeral ceremony in Christ Church
Cathedral, Newcastle, on 13 August 2020. It

is clear from Liz’s recollections that he was
a loving husband and father and that he
retained his passionate engagement with the
community and his ideals, being involved
at the Cathedral, Musica Viva and the Labor
Party, as well as volunteering to visit the
sick in hospital, to help with lunches at the
Cathedral for the poor and homeless, and to
visit indigenous inmates of Maitland Gaol.
He was also involved in the Aboriginal
Support Group and became a member of
the Awabakal co-operative. He retained his
great love of music and language and the
fearlessness of someone who considered
what was good before what was approved or
expedient.
In retirement Rodney retained his
connection with the School, giving an address
on the fiftieth anniversary of the class of
1948 (the first of two years in which he
did the Leaving Certificate, then a common
practice for younger boys). In this address he
showed a keen awareness of the history of
the School from 1857 to the time of speaking.
His sincere and informed affection for his old
school and those associated with it shine in
his words over twenty years later. Those of us
who knew him at Grammar will not think of
the School’s history without reflecting on the
part played in it by this most decent of men.

Above: In 1988, and left; Retirement Years

“Rodney’s serious and conventional
side was balanced by more
idiosyncratic elements. He was famous
for a very large collection of brightly
coloured ties.”
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The greening of Grammar
Events Manager Ms Tina Demetriou has expanded the Green Team to provide advanced
sustainability programmes for boys participating in the Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award.
The Environment Club is led by a passionate
group of boys from Forms I – V who are
working collectively to explore both simple
and complex sustainability issues, and how
they relate to the Grammar community.
The Club’s remit expanded to integrate
programmes to suit the Duke of Edinburgh’s
International Award.
These programmes allow for a highly
effective, educational, and purposeful
sustainability programme for boys to engage
in whilst meeting the requirements of the
Award, and co-creating a sustainability vision
for the School.
The boys are guided by a team of
dedicated staff, including Ms Tina Demetriou
(Events Manager) whose background is
in sustainability education, Mr Joshua
Sztajer (Geography master) and Ms Emma
Knight (History master), both of whom are
dedicated to education in environment and
sustainability.
One of the key outcomes for boys
undertaking the Duke of Edinburgh’s
International Award is the sharing of
knowledge gained with the Grammar
community, including both Preparatory
Schools.
During a think-tank session with the
Environment Club, the boys’ vast number of
ideas was considered, including: resource
recovery, recycling (multiple streams), water
management, waterwise gardens, greening
the school with native plants and a green
wall, native bee hives, composting, and onsite worm farms.
More interestingly, the boys are
developing fun and engaging activities such
as movie nights with Q and A sessions as
well as contributing to the development of
a range of educational activities that will
continue to engage and educate the wider
community.
All of the projects have the potential to
contribute to the creation of a sustainable
procurement guide for Grammar which will
assist with the ongoing reduction of waste.
Currently there are four active groups
operating, including water management, soft
plastic recycling, writing instrument recycling,
and creating a green wall.

“These programmes allow for a highly effective,
educational, and purposeful sustainability
programme for boys to engage in.”

Top: Environmental Club,
Greening Grammar Initiatives
Above: Environmental Club, donations
for The Smith Family lunch box appeal
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St Ives Mini World Cup
Mr Alasdair Gyngell recounts a sporting highlight that provided a welcome boost to
spirits during disruptions this year.

Toby Murchison

This column, from the top; Team Scotland win the Year 3/4
Rugby Competition; Team Turkey win the Year 3/4 Football
Competition; Team Germany win the Year 5/6 Football
Competition; and Harvey Todd running with the ball

Charlie Oates

Penalty Shoot-Out

With the unfortunate cancellation of most
of the winter season due to the COVID-19
pandemic, St Ives Preparatory School hosted
two Mini World Cup competitions in June
and August to ensure all boys remained
engaged and active in the football and rugby
programmes this year.
Both competitions were held over two
consecutive Fridays on Cowper and Top
Field. The first day was the round robin
phase with teams playing three matches
within their Division and Pool. The second
day was the knock-out and finals matches.
All boys in Year 3 – 6 were split into
42 countries in either the football or rugby
competition with a coach being assigned to
each team. After 250 matches and almost
4000 minutes of play, the champion countries
were presented with the Mini World Cup
trophy by Mr Stephens.

Whilst it was disappointing to have such
a limited winter season this year, it was
excellent to see the boys so enthusiastic
and passionate about the competition and
representing their country. The noticeboard
outside the Sports Office regularly had an
excited crowd checking the latest fixtures and
updated points, with boys discussing their
team’s tactics and chances.
What was most pleasing was the
camaraderie that was built between the
boys across different year groups and
the connection with their teammates and
coaches. This ensured a positive team spirit
throughout the competition, and one that
supported boys of all levels and ages.
COVID-19 stopped the Olympics this year,
but it couldn’t stop the St Ives Mini World
Cup!
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Sydney Grammar School and the
Second World War
History master Dr MR Glozier’s research
on Old Sydneians and the Second World
War continues. Included below are the
brief listings for surnames beginning
with J and K. The project aims to tell the
story of Old Sydneians who participated
in the Second World War.
The following nominal roll represents
the fifth instalment of research into OS
participants based on (a) The Sydneian
list (No. 317, May 1946); (b) the School’s
Liber Nominum; (c) Australian military
sources (including the Australian War
Memorial and websites hosted by the
Department of Veterans’ Affairs.
Dr Glozier’s initial aim is to research
and record a definitive list of all OS
participants. If readers have any
information about OS in WWII, Dr
Glozier is keen to hear from you. Please
write to MRG@sydgram.nsw.edu.au

WWII Honour Board 2010

Top: SGS Cadet photograph from 1939
which has DH Kelly in it; he went on to
serve in the war in 1943
Above: Raising the Japanese midget
submarine 1942 postcard
Left: Periscope inside the Japanese
midget submarine 1942 postcard
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J and K Surnames
The information contained in the following list includes: Surname / Service Number / Rank /
Forename(s) / Armed Service / OS dates. + died in service / * served in WWI (1914 – 18) /
served in the Boer War (1899 – 1902).
JACKSON, S2741 YOFS Bruce
Lincoln RAN (1918-20)
JACKSON, NX175368 SGT
Frederick Wood ARMY (1922-3)
JACKSON, VX37936 BDR Eric
Napthine ARMY (1924-6)
JACKSON, NX118588 WO1
Francis Ralph Gordon ARMY
(1915-20)
JACKSON, NX105227 LT Philip
Calvert ARMY (1927-31)
JACKSON, N218182 DVR
Raymond Sydney ARMY
(1935-7)
JACKSON, QX34430 MAJ
William James Erwin ARMY
(1928-9)
JAGELMAN, 119535 FLGOFF
Joseph Malcolm RAAF
(1916-20)
JAGELMAN, 165242 AC Keith
Owen RAAF (1922-6)
JAMES, N442400 GNR Bernard
Leighton ARMY (1915-18)
JAMES, NX166982 LSGT Denis
Andrew ARMY (1938-40)
JAMES, S6660 STD Leonard
RAN (1938-9)
JAMES, 265088 FLTLT Ottoway
George Christian RAAF
(1918-22)
JAMES, V357214 PTE Samuel
Gwynne ARMY (1922-4)
JAMIESON, NX79617 TPR Ian
Alfred ARMY (1934-8)
JAMIESON, NX68744 PTE
James Ross ARMY (1933-6)
JARVIS, NX38307 SPR Lawrence
Spencer J. ARMY (1936-7)
JAUNCEY, NX206072 PTE Peter
ARMY (1940-3)
JEFFERYS, NX123625 TPR
Kenneth Molesworth ARMY
(1936-9)
JENKIN, N236550 CPL Ian
Berriman ARMY (1914-17)
*JENKIN, N103683 LT Kenneth
Ewart ARMY (1911-14)
JENKINS, N236515 LSGT Phillip
ARMY (1919-26)
JENKINS, S/10311 ORDSMN
Neville RAN (1942)
JENKINS, ORDSMN Norman
MN (1940-1)
JEWETT, NX4884 QMS Colin
George ARMY (1940-1)
JOHN, NX10069 CPL Sydney
Bernard ARMY (1923-5)
JOHNSON, CDR Clarence
Raymond P. RNVR (1922-6)
JOHNSON, NX120242 GNR
Frank (Francis) Attewell ARMY
(1938-9)
JOHNSON, N106523 CPL
George Henry ARMY (1920-2)
JOHNSON, 432526 WOFF
Murdoch Morley RAAF
(1936-41)

JOHNSON, NX154863 PTE
Richard Jack ARMY (1922-3)
JOHNSON, N351352 CPL
Wilfred Gordon Edward ARMY
(1920-1)
JOHNSTON, NX22615 SGT
Evelyn Ross ARMY (1933-5)
JOHNSTON, 413124 FLTLT
Henry John RAAF (1925-8)
JOHNSTON, N/A MID Ian
McLean RAN (1939-40)
JOHNSTON, NX78936 GNR /
431378 FLGOFF Marshall Lewis
ARMY / RAAF (1935-40)
JOHNSTON, NX121033 SGT
Maxwell Richard ARMY
(1939-41)
JOHNSTON, NX39771 LCPL
Richard Bernard ARMY
(1933-6)
JOHNSTON, 423790 FLTLT Roy
RAAF (1935-8)
JONSTONE, 421660 WOFF Eric
Sydney RAAF (1936-8)
JONES, N323605 LSGT David
Gordon ARMY (1916-22)
JONES, Q122828 SGT Douglas
Patterson ARMY (1915-18)
JONES, NX69415 LCPL Ian
McClure ARMY (1926-9)
JONES, N233814 CPL Ivor
William ARMY (1925-6)
+JONES, NX200687 TPR Joseph
Macdonald ARMY (1938-42)
JONES, N2487 DVR Kosma
Paul ARMY (1915-18)
JONES, NX114660 CPL Lloyd
ARMY (1939-40)
JONES, 402240 FLTLT Malcolm
John “Mac” RAAF (1931-3)
JONES, NX127584 LT Philip
Lloyd ARMY (1923-5)
JONES, 267483 FLGOFF Trevor
Stuart RAAF (1928)
JONES, 63505 LAC Walter
Henry Clay RAAF (1923-4)
JOSCELYNE, N176378 S/SGT
Robert Alan ARMY (1923)
JOSEPH, NX100685 PTE
Kenneth Nathan ARMY
(1935-6)
JOSEPH, NX70954 CAPT Neil
ARMY (1926-30)
JOYCE, 39145 CAPT Brian
Bilbrough ARMY (1933-7)
JOYCE, NX38737 LCPL Hugh
Edson ARMY (1930-1)
JOYCE, NX163469 LT Roger
Bilbrough ARMY (1936-41)
JUDD, A210549 LAC Leonard
Chapman RAAF (1940)
JUDSON, NX81346 DVR Noel
Frederick ARMY (1912-16)
JUERGENS, NX168822 PTE
Frederick Ross ARMY (1932)
JUNOR, NX31149 CAPT
Douglas ARMY (1930-3)

JURD, NX111597 PTE Keith
John Tritton ARMY (1937-8)
JURD, NX200617 PTE Gordon
Cameron ARMY (1927)
KAHN, 262787 SQNLDR
Alexander Hartwig RAAF
(1923-7)
KAINES, 141919 FLGOFF
Lawrence Klevesahl RAAF
(1913-14)
KAISER, NX114158 SGT Frank
(Francis) Phillip ARMY
(1934-40)
KAISER, 411581 FLGOFF Paul
Frederick RAAF (1934-6)
KALESKI, NX102615 GNR Basil
ARMY (1934-6)
KEARNEY, 72426 FLGOFF
Richard Adderley RAAF
(1932-4)
KEATS, NX92287 SIG William
Errol ARMY (1926-30)
KEEGAN, 149178 LAC Colin
Ernest RAAF (1920-22)
KEEGAN, NX152090 DVR
Reginald ARMY (1937-9)
KEELER, 403593 FLTLT Leslie
Noel RAAF (1931-2)
KEELTY, 14600 CPL Frank
Barnett RAAF (1923)
KEEN, N283314 S/SGT
Raymond Woodhart Hilton
ARMY (1930)
KEEN, 261527 FLTLT Samuel
Robert RAAF (1920-5)
+KEENE, 402742 FLGOFF John
Walter RAAF (1929-34)
KEEP, NX25875 PTE Edward
Francis ARMY (1913-16)
KELL, 255845 FLGOFF Ivan
Gilbert RAAF (1921-5)
KELLER, NX147120 CAPT
Walter Lloyd Holcombe ARMY
(1930-35)
KELLY, NX118313 BDR Basil
Alexander ARMY (1937)
KELLY, 423792 FLTLT Douglas
Herron RAAF (1936-40)
*KELLY, N101837 SGT Edward
Mealia ARMY (1910-13)
KELLY, NX92015 SPR Robert
Tarilta ARMY (1918-20)
KELLY, 124292 LAC Trevor
Charles RAAF (1924-5)
KELLY, NX180321 CPL William
Mortimer ARMY (1937-8)
KELLY, 274173 SQNLDR
William Theodore RAAF (1917)
KELSO, NX3242 LT Frederick
Charles ARMY (1923-4)
KEMMIS, NX175504 SGT Arthur
Scott ARMY (1914-16)
KEMP, NX112957 CAPT John
William ARMY (1930-4)
KEMPTHORNE, NX54531 LT
John Knowles ARMY (1923-5)

KENNEDY, 423276 FLGOFF
Allan George RAAF (1926)
KENNEDY, 133280 LAC James
Gerald RAAF (1940-1)
KENNEDY, 412971 FLTLT
Thomas Henry Beresford RAAF
(1924-7)
KENNEDY, NX87950 S/SGT
William MacKinnon Curran
ARMY (1923)
KENNELLY, NX145055 CAPT
Victor Charles ARMY (1922-3)
+KENNY, NX257 CAPT Basil
Vincent “Paddy” ARMY
(1922-6)
KENT, 162137 LAC Eric Fenn
RAAF (1917)
KENT, 402124 PLTOFF James
Frederick Stamford RAAF
(1925)
KENTISH, 423757 PLTOFF
Wilfred Douglas RAAF (1938-9)
KERR, NX205342 CAPT John
Younger ARMY (1930-4)
KERR, NX70402 MAJ Kenneth
George Hunter ARMY
(1915-17)
KERR, NX14753 LT Kenneth
Raymond ARMY (1930-2)
KERR, N438069 LCPL Reginald
Ross ARMY (1929-30)
KERR, NX52740 GNR Robert
Miln ARMY (1934-6)
KESSLER, N456949 CPL Albert
Abraham ARMY (1918-23)
KESTEVEN, QX39249 MAJ
Keith Valentine Leighton ARMY
(1919-21)
KEW, NX142475 S/SGT Emil
Gaverock ARMY (1927-9)
KEZELMAN, NX106263 BDR
Bernard Samuel ARMY (1938)
KIBBY, V366707 PTE Douglas
ARMY (1908-13)
KIDD, QX11281 PTE William
Davidson ARMY (1923-7)
KIEL, N318739 PTE Charles
Findlay ARMY (1923-6)
KIELY, NX147119 CAPT Roger
John ARMY (1927-32)
KILLEN, NX132865 LT Bryce
Geoffrey Lyle ARMY (1937-41)
KILLEN, S/10336 AB Denis
William RAN (1941-4)
KILLEN, NX202755 TPR
Edward Darrell Lyle ARMY
(1939-43)
KILLEN, NX92731 GNR
Humphrey George ARMY
(1916-18)
KILLEN, NX71016 CAPT Neal
Beresford ARMY (19??-35)
KILLEN, 402661 SGT Richard
Lyle “Dick” RAAF (1935-7)
KILLEN, N471023 PTE Willie
Bertram Sydney ARMY
(1916-17)

KILLIP, 444798 FSGT Colin
Douglas RAAF (1938-43)
KIMBER, NX59933 PTE Arthur
Edward ARMY (1916-18)
KINDON, NX87216 SPR James
Cliff ARMY (1918-20)
KING, VX33469 LT Coplund
Gidley ARMY (1929-32)
KING, NX109270 LT John
Lethbridge ARMY (1925-8)
KING, NX76167 CAPT Kenneth
Ronald ARMY (1918-25)
KING, NX83075 SPR Ralph
ARMY (1918-20)
KING, VX111078 MAJ William
Ernest “Bill” ARMY (1925-30)
KINGSLEY, NX443 MAJ John
ARMY (1918-25)
KIRBY, LAC Colin Houghton
RAAF (1939-41)
KIRBY, NX151576 SGT William
Frederick ARMY (1936-8)
KIRKBY, NX55425 CAPT Alan
Wynn ARMY (1934)
KIRKHAM, VX23822 SGT
Harold Victor ARMY (1920-2)
KIRKHAM, NX139813 GNR
Noel ARMY (1922-4)
KIRKHAM, 446206 AC Roy
Russell RAAF (1943-4)
KIRKPATRICK, N73029 SGT
Roger David ARMY (1915)
KIRKWOOD, 402444 LAC /
NX37126 LT Ronald Archibald
RAAF / ARMY (1933-4)
KITCHING, NX28065 CAPT
Kenneth Hardy ARMY (1923-4)
KLIPPEL, NX76380 LT David
Alec ARMY (1933-5)
+KLIPPEL, 412149 FLGOFF
John Owen RAAF (1935-8)
KLIPPEL, S3211 AB Robert
Edward RAN (1935-6)
KNAPTON, 33081 CPL Philip
Hunt RAAF (1917-23)
KNIGHT, 267548 FLTLT John
Edwin RAAF (1935-7)
KNIGHT, 3M John Harwood
MN (1940-1)
KNIGHT, 403347 FLGOFF
Reuter Earle RAAF (1929-33)
KNIGHT, 444637 WOFF Robert
Bruce RAAF (1936-43)
KNIGHT, DKCDT Robert
Harwood MN (1941-5)
KNOX, QX16618 LT Arthur
Richard ARMY (1921-5)
KNOX, N/A CDR George
Frederick Edmund RAN
(1925-6)
KOMMEL, N223718 PTE /
68061 LAC Barry Bennett
ARMY / RAAF (1936-40)
KYLE, N318070 CPL Cecil
Leatham ARMY (1915-17)
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POSTCARDS
We hear from seven Old Sydneians making their mark at home and abroad.

Yohan Iddawela (OS 2006)
Co-Founder and Co-CEO of social
enterprises Lanterne and Crowdless
London, UK
I always envied pupils that knew what they
wanted to do in life after finishing high
school – I certainly didn’t.
After Grammar I stumbled into law school
at ANU. Law seemed like the safe path, and
most Grammar boys were doing it. But in
my first year of university I fell in love with
electronic music, so a friend and I launched
an events management company, bringing
interstate and international DJs to Canberra.
It was fun and successful, but after a couple
of years I wanted to do something more
meaningful.
I then joined the policy world as a
graduate for the Department of the Prime
Minister and Cabinet. But after eight and a
half years in Canberra, I wanted to see the
world. I took the dive and moved to London
to pursue a master’s degree at the London
School of Economics.
The degree began to scratch my itch. A
few of us were selected by the World Bank
to conduct some work in Uganda to try to
understand why manufacturing companies
were stagnating there. The answer I found
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was related to corruption
in local governments. I
wanted to understand
why this was, but
couldn’t find many
academic studies on the
topic. I thought someone
needed to write about
this, and that someone
might as well be me. So,
to further investigate,
I enrolled in a PhD at
the London School of
Economics in 2017.
While studying, I took
a part-time job with an
NGO. The work was
based in Afghanistan and
Puerto Rico, which meant
I’d be flying out between
writing PhD chapters. I
met a colleague at LSE
who had similarly spent
time in Afghanistan. We
both concluded that
there was a real need
for better quality security
information for people working in conflict
zones, so we launched a social enterprise
called Lanterne to address this problem.
But as we were about to roll out a pilot,
COVID-19 happened, and the whole world
went into lockdown.
We were then faced with a dilemma:
should we wait until the pandemic was
over? Or should we re-apply our skillset
to the pandemic? We chose the latter, and
Crowdless (crowdlessapp.co) was born. We
launched an app on 20 April providing realtime data on crowd density in supermarkets,
so people could choose when and where to
shop. To our surprise, Crowdless went viral.
We were getting contacted by journalists
from all over the world, and governments
approached us looking to collaborate. I’m
currently focused on building up Crowdless,
and finishing my PhD.
If there’s one thing to learn from my
experience, it is to follow your curiosity and
not stress if you haven’t got it all figured out
at the age of 18. Life is a slower process of
working out what you don’t like. Most of us
are still figuring life out as we go along.

Grant Kynaston (OS 2014)
PhD Candidate, Classics
Cambridge, United Kingdom
I tried to take advantage of as many
opportunities as I could while at Grammar,
from debating to linguistics, music to cadets,
and across the panoply of available subjects.
This approach has served me well in my six
short years since leaving school.
I first studied a double degree in arts/
law at the University of Sydney, majoring in
Classics, but with a Diploma in Arabic on the
side. Through my legal studies, I travelled
the world: I studied jurisprudence in Berlin
and maritime law in Istanbul, and served
as a Student Director of the International
Law Students Association, promoting legal
education in Palestine and eastern Ukraine.
Back in Sydney, I also completed a Master
of Islamic Studies, writing a thesis on Islamic
international law.
I am writing this Postcard from Cambridge,
where I am taking time out to complete a
PhD in Classics, funded by my second Gates
Cambridge Scholarship. My interest in ancient
languages began with Latin and Classical
Greek at Grammar, both of which I took
at Extension-level for the HSC. My current
research focuses on how Greek changed over
time and space in Late Antiquity, interacting
with regional languages like Coptic and
Ge’ez: my work teases out this vibrant fluidity
– which we readily see in contemporary
languages – in languages long consigned to
the historical record.
I would recommend that any Grammar
boy always consider the full range of possible
paths open to them: just like Grammar, the
world is full of opportunities, and one should
take the time to explore them.

Dr Mark Liu (OS 2000)

Hayden Perndt AM
(OS 1969)

Fashion and Textile Designer,
Chancellor’s Research Fellow at UTS
Sydney, NSW
I was the pupil always drawing in the
margins of his books. At Grammar, this little
act of rebellion helped me discover a career
that blends art with science. My passion is
advancing fashion design using science.
Completing a fashion degree from UTS, I
moved to London to do a master’s degree at
Central Saint Martins College. Working with
hi-tech materials, I interned with Alexander
McQueen, and was invited to show my
graduate collection at London Fashion
Week. I then ran a sustainable fashion label
pioneering a technique called zero-waste
design, became an artist-in-residence at the
London Printworks Trust, and exhibited my
garments in museums around the world.
The fashion industry was glamorous, but it
wore on my conscience, as it produces 10%
of global CO2 emissions. Putting everything
on hold, I returned to academia for solutions.
My PhD used non-Euclidean geometry to
explain why traditional fashion techniques are
inaccurate, and invented a new system that
scientists could understand. As a Chancellor’s
Research Fellow at UTS, I collaborate with
scientists and engineers to develop 3D printed
garments, fabrics made from algae that turn
CO2 into oxygen, and algorithms that turn 3D
scans into fitted garments.
Understanding the underlying sciences
of clothing has so many applications from
addressing climate change to pioneering
space travel. The stars have now aligned
so that I have the opportunity to develop
spacesuits for the space industry.
I would encourage pupils dissatisfied
with traditional career paths to use their
imaginations, as the best jobs don’t exist until
you create them.
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Anaesthetist and Medical Educator
Hobart, Tasmania

Clay O’Brien (OS 1975)
Micro-Finance Consultant
Yangon, Myanmar
Mingalabar from Myanmar! I have been
living in Yangon for nearly two years now,
working as a consultant in access to finance
and economic development.
So how did I get here? When I left
Grammar, I studied a double degree in
economics/law and worked for four years
as a lawyer, and then 16 years in investment
banking. Around the year 2000 I wondered
how I could help disadvantaged populations
living in developing countries. As an
investment banker it didn’t seem I had much
to offer to these people. However, through a
part-time Masters of Economics. I discovered
microfinance, which is providing small
unsecured loans to those that need a helping
hand to expand their business and better
provide for their families.
Things have not been easy in Myanmar
with COVID-19. While the official infection
numbers are low, the impact on communities
and the economy has been severe, with
millions of people losing their jobs, or
receiving less from their farms or other
businesses. Unlike Australia and other
developed countries, the government has
few resources through which it can support
employment or supplement peoples’ meagre
incomes.
I encourage people to think about a
career in development. Many can help others
through careers such as doctors, teachers
and social workers. It is also now possible to
study development at university. And even if
you make a mid-career switch as I did, it can
be very fulfilling.
I joke that I have repaired my career
balance sheet, with more years now in
microfinance than on the ‘dark’ side of
investment banking.

I’d like to say that when I left Grammar fifty
years ago, career and life were all somehow
preordained. In truth, I left school with only
the vaguest glimmer of a life direction. I
decided to study medicine with twenty boys
from my year; that seemed to be reason
enough. But, uncertain after three years at
the University of Sydney, I took a year off to
travel the £50 overland route from Calcutta to
London, using just local buses and trains. Six
months in the vastness of Central Asia was
arguably more of an education than the HSC.
This immersion into culture, customs, religion
and philosophy asked more questions about
life’s purpose than it answered.
After university and medical specialisation,
my first job was as a volunteer for two
years on a tiny dot in the middle of the
Pacific, training a nurse to give anaesthesia.
This was a serendipitous start to a career
of working, learning and teaching in lowincome countries around the world. For thirty
years I worked with various aid agencies,
development organisations, the Red Cross
and Médecins Sans Frontières, teaching and
giving anaesthesia in situations of conflict,
natural disaster and development.
The work has been a great privilege.
And some of those questions have in part
been answered.
Like most boys leaving school, I didn’t
know what the future held. But if someone
offers to read your palm on the ramparts of
the Red Fort, it’s probably best to take their
prescient advice with a grain of salt.
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POSTCARDS

Benjamin Pope (OS 2008)
NASA Sagan Fellow,
New York University
New York, USA

Alexander Nash (OS 1991)
Urban Development Specialist
Manila, Philippines
I came to Grammar in 1988 from Cooma,
NSW, and I remember being struck by the
number of boys who knew what they were
going to do ‘when they grew up’ (or at
least, what they would study at university).
That was not the case with me, and after a
gap year in Russia in 1992, I ended up in
Chemical Engineering at the University of
Sydney without really knowing what it was
about. The main attraction was the option
of spending the fourth year on exchange in
France. I remember graduating with very little
understanding about how the world worked,
and even less understanding of chemical
engineering. It was on a three-month
backpacking trip around South America
in 1998 – when I spent six days crossing
landslides, collapsed bridges, flooded rivers
and towns in Peru – that it occurred to me
that engineering could be a vocation for me,
after all.
By 2002, I had enrolled in a Master of
Water Management in France, in 2003 I
worked in Morocco building water networks
in slums, and in 2004 signed up with
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Médecins Sans Frontiers to build the water
and sanitation infrastructure for 20,000
refugees from Darfur, in eastern Chad. It
turns out that there is quite a lot of water
and sanitation infrastructure work to be done
around the world, and since those first jobs, I
have worked in about 20 countries in Africa,
the Middle East and Asia, and am currently
based in Manila in The Philippines, working
at the Asian Development Bank. Along the
way, I met a French girl in Congo during a
cholera outbreak (a sort of ‘Love in the Time
of Cholera’), had children, and eventually got
married.
I worry that boys reading Postcards will
get the impression that these careers all
followed some plan, drawn up by people
who knew early on what they needed to do.
That is not the case. A curious and energetic
mind can be applied to solving the problems
of the world at any time. Rather, take the
time to figure out something about how the
world works (and how it doesn’t), and then
which problem you want to fix.
The world is waiting.

When I was at Grammar, I was passionate
about Latin and Greek, and thought perhaps
that I could be a diplomat, to meet interesting
people and work overseas.
As it turns out, the extracurricular science
I was doing with the late Dr Michael Bishop
was to be far more influential in leading me
to a career as an astronomer – which so far
has given me everything I had hoped for. I
begged to be let into physics at the University
of Sydney, even though I hadn’t studied it for
the HSC.
I ran away with it, studying abroad
for a year at the University of California,
Berkeley, where I worked for the Nobel
Laureate Charlie Townes, and returning for
honours and master’s degrees in astronomy
at Sydney. This led to a DPhil in Astrophysics
at Balliol College, Oxford, where I had
my fifteen minutes of fame on the BBC’s
University Challenge, followed by a NASA
Sagan Postdoctoral Fellowship to New York
University. I’m now back in Sydney riding out
the pandemic.
In research I’ve been a magpie: tackling
problems where there is a neat solution,
imaging planets or looking at the glare
of bright stars, or detecting solar flares in
tree rings. The main thing is to work with
interesting people. The best scientific work
is often more like a kind of play, an attitude
fostered by Dr Michael Bishop and Sydney
Grammar School.
Pupils are under more pressure than ever,
and I hope members of this generation are
given time to follow where their curiosity
leads.

THE TIES THAT BIND
Old Sydneians reunite and rekindle their friendships, forged
during their school years at Grammar.

L-R: Sachin Markus (OS 2019) Winner, Callum Brown (OS 2019) Winner,
Chris Matthews (OS 2018) and David Matthews (OS 2019)

L-R: Leo Lynch (OS 1984), Nicholas Lynch
(OS 1987) and Ford Lynch (OS 1985)

L-R: Felix Carrick (OS 2018, Geoff Carrick (OS 1982),
Simon Abel (OS 1982) and Charles Abel (OS 2018) –
Fathers and Sons

L-R: Peter Magiros (OS 2011), Phil Beaumont
(OS 2010), George Coudounaris (OS 2010) and
Greg Fayn (OS 1980)

L-R: James Field (OS 1980), David Fayn (OS 1983),
Andrew Hunt (OS 1980) and Richard Grundy (OS 1980)

L-R: David Harrison (OS 1974), Peter Soo (guest), Les Cohen (OS 1968) and Adam Stack (OS 1983)

OSU Golf Day
As 2020 moves into spring and with it, hope of fewer restrictions and positive movement out
of this annus horribilis, one shining event on a muted OSU calendar was the recent OSU Golf
Day. Held this year at The Coast golf course, the event was over subscribed, with 54 old boys
and parents of old boys attending. It was a fabulous turn out this year, in rare fine weather with
low winds, and with an array of younger old boys, father/son teams, and the usual suspects.
Held as a pairs stableford event, the ultimate winners of the silverware were Callum Brown (OS
2019) and Sachin Markus (OS 2019). The day would not have been possible without the help
of committee members Nick Manettas (OS 2009) and Ian Plater (OS 1969) – many thanks for
making the day such a success. We hope to hold next year’s Golf Day in the first half of the
year, this time with even greater numbers attending.

L-R: Jordan Sukkar (OS 2008), Justin Grogan,
Michael Grogan (OS 2019) and Nick Manettas
(OS 2009) – Golf Day Organiser

For more news on Old Sydneian events, or to sign
up to the Old Sydneians’ e-Newsletter, emailed
every term, please contact the
School’s Alumni Officer Wendy Scotter on
(02) 9332 5843 or wes@sydgram.nsw.edu.au
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FRONT COVER IMAGE:
Benjamin Wheen (V) and Lachlan Demos (V)
collecting the Peter Dignan Cup on behalf of
JDS House at House Sports Day
BACK COVER IMAGE:
Kai Pearson (VI) at the easel
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