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FROM THE
EDITOR
Sydney Grammar School is a very busy place.
From the beginning of the School year in late
January until Speech Day in December, as
well as the many school activities and events
taking place during each holiday period,
there is an overwhelming pulse of activity
which this magazine attempts to keep up
with and cover.
An intrepid trek in Nepal with the
Geography department, enlightening trips to
Sri Lanka to play cricket and to South America
with Grammar rugby, and even the combined
Prep Schools Orchestra heading to Singapore
en masse were all inaugural and exciting
destinations for Grammar boys this year.
Another first was Edgecliff Prep’s triumph
of becoming the first artist syndicate and the
first school pupils to be selected as finalists
for the Archibald Prize, exhibited annually
at the Art Gallery of NSW and touring state
wide. Well done to each and every one of the
301 boys involved, an exemplary team effort!
We hope you enjoy this new-look edition
of SGS Magazine.
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JOTTINGS
Vale Cooper Rice-Brading
It is with great sadness that we report the
passing of Sixth Form pupil Cooper RiceBrading on 24 August, after a courageous
fight against osteosarcoma – a rare and
aggressive form of bone cancer. Cooper
attended Grammar for six years, proving to
be an outstanding cricketer and member
of the First XI, and with a strong interest
in many other sports such as rugby and
AFL – aspiring to one day work as a sports
journalist. He will be very greatly missed by
all who knew him.
A memorial service for Cooper was held
in the John Vallance Hall on 1 September,
attended by family, friends and the School
community. A trivia fundraising afternoon
was also held in Big School, attended by 30
masters and over 140 Form VI boys, raising
over $7000 for osteosarcoma research.
As were Cooper’s wishes, his brother
Mitchell, and parents Colin and Tania will
continue to raise funds for osteosarcoma
research through the Cooper Rice-Brading
Foundation. Should you wish to donate, please
visit the Australian Cancer Research Foundation
website at www.acrf.com.au/donate/

“yes, not a problem Sir.” For some sessions,
he would arrive straight from hospital after
a lengthy chemotherapy treatment. He was
clearly struggling but never shirked.
He was not only inspirational to his team
mates but also to others he played against
along the way. The inspiration Cooper was
to his mates and others, and how his plight
touched many in his path was evident. The
GPS cricket community, so often our sporting
adversaries, rallied around like never before.
They accepted our request to play with 12
players on side, without hesitation. All schools,
teams and players embraced the cause.”
Cooper,
Yours was a short innings,
But like many short innings, Sir Donald
Bradman included –
They are the least forgotten.
Well played young man,
May you rest in peace.
Clockwise from top: Cooper in Fifth Form, Housemaster
Jason Slater hosting the trivia fundraising afternoon in
Big School, Cooper (on right) with team mates.

Director of Cricket Mr Alan Campbell,
remembers Cooper:
“Cooper loved his cricket. He came to
Grammar with a dream of playing in the First
XI. He made his way up the ranks to secure a
position in the keenly contested Opens squad.
In his penultimate season he played in the
Second XI with distinction and deservedly
won the prestigious Barbour’s Best trophy; an
award for the best player in the School. He
took the most number of wickets that season,
despite missing games through injury, and
was on track to make his First XI debut.
Unfortunately, life had other ideas for
Cooper as his diagnosis took him down a
different path.
That injury, which was not responding
to the usual treatment, turned out to be
Osteosarcoma. This opened up a new and
uncertain world for Cooper. He survived a 10
hour operation (one of many) that severely
hampered his movement.
The new season arrived and it was clear
that cancer was not going to stop Cooper.
He turned up to practice and trained with
passion, determination and courage. He
batted and fielded with intent. He bowled
until he dropped. The worried coach would
ask, “Are you OK, mate? … and he’d reply,
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JOTTINGS

Annual Tri-Grammar
Debate

Victorious Senior B debating team at ISDA Competition ceremony. L-R: Matthew Neal, Jeffrey Wang (VI),
Joshua Mok (V) and Milan Leonard (VI)

The Economics debating team reformed
to participate in the annual Tri-Grammar
series which was held at College Street
in August. This year it was our turn to
debate against SCEGGS Darlinghurst
with Shore adjudicating on the topic of
‘income distribution’. We affirmed the
case that ‘Government policies designed
to redistribute income to a greater extent
within advanced economies will create
positive effects’. The Sixth Form team
articulated our case extremely well and
were victorious in a unanimous decision,
thus winning the thus winning the trophy
(the ‘John Maynard Cane’) for the first
time.

Debating triumph
This year Grammar competed in the Independent Schools’ Debating Association competition.
There are 32 schools from all over Sydney involved in this competition and once we enter
the finals part of the season, it is knock-out from that point onwards. Grammar had a very
successful season with Years 8, 9, 10, Seniors A and B all making it through to the first round of
finals. Both Year 10 and Senior B managed to remain in the competition until the Grand Final
which was held on Friday 16 June at Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College North Sydney.
The Year 10 team, who had been undefeated for the whole season, debated Shore School
on the topic “That all international aid funds should only go to countries closely allied with
Australia”. Grammar had a tough job affirming this topic and although they argued that aid is
only useful when it gets to the people who needed it and that this would work more effectively
under their model, they were unfortunately defeated by a strong Shore side.
The Senior B team debated Abbotsleigh on the topic “that in times of economic uncertainty
we should censor news about the economy”. Grammar negated this topic and successfully
argued that this system would lead to worsened economic crises due to people assuming the
worst about the current situation. The ISDA Senior B debating team were the winners of the
ISDA competition grand final.
It was wonderful to have the Headmaster and many masters in attendance and the boys
should be congratulated on their outstanding season.

Economics debating team L-R: Nathan Twibill,
Andrew Wooders, Jeffrey Wang, Aravindh
Anura, Soshiance Behnia and William Ji.

Goodbye, Sixth Form!
Robin Sen and Joe Ireland
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The School said farewell to another Sixth
Form at the end of Term III. There were tears,
laughs and lots of sausage sizzles to be had…

Mr Colbron signing Nathan Twibill

Grammar’s first Ukulele
ensemble
Mr Rob Nijs has tutored the Form I
Ukulele ensemble – the first for College
Street – performing Somewhere over the
Rainbow in their inaugural performance
during a lunchtime music concert. The
ensemble first formed last year at St Ives
Prep. They are all very keen musicians;
Fraser now plays the harp and Hugo plays
the double bass.

Cereal Pitch
Raph Saxbee (I) is starting his marketing
career earlier than most, having the
opportunity to pitch his idea of a brand
new breakfast cereal in the presence of the
managing director of Kellogg Australia and
New Zealand, Ms Belinda Tumbers, and
two of the company’s brand managers. The
outcome was…they want to be updated
through a product testing phase.
Raph’s cereal box design; Pitching to Kellogg’s
managing director Belinda Tumbers (right) and two
brand managers

Harry Baral, Hugo Bartlett, Fraser Delbridge and
Zachary Fuller

Right: Robert Hannaford painting Sarge during a
masterclass in 2015 and (below) Jagen Yoon and
Dion Stauber (both VI) in the studio.

Visual Art at Grammar
The Grammar Art department offered a wide
range of practical experiences to boys of all
ages throughout Terms II–III. The Ceramics and
Photography Clubs continue to attract a large and
enthusiastic support from boys, while the Life Class
built on the introductory sessions offered in Term I.
The Department was fortunate to be able to
extend a warm welcome to a number of visiting
artists who delivered a variety of masterclasses,
namely, Steve Sheridan (ceramics), Noel Thurgate
(still-life drawing), Francis Giacco (still-life oil
painting) David Horton (welding) and Dale Miles
(wood carving). All of these hands-on experiences
benefit boys at senior level when they have the
opportunity to become self-directed.
SGS MAGAZINE No. 6 5

JOTTINGS
Visiting organ teacher
On Friday 12 May, international concert organist
Professor Colin Andrews held a workshop for
budding Grammar performers on the Mander
organ in Big School. Professor Andrews tours the
world giving concerts, masterclasses and individual
tuition, and has recently released a recording of the
complete organ works of Olivier Messiaen. A native
of the UK, Professor Andrews taught at Indiana
University, USA for many years. He has visited
Grammar annually for the past decade, aiding the
development of many players in areas of technique
refinement and interpretation, particularly of English
and French repertoire of the past two centuries.
In a break from Grammar tradition, Hamish
Wagstaff (VI) will become the first Grammar boy
to play the organ in the Sydney Town Hall for the
entire Speech Day ceremony this year.
Visiting organist Prof. Colin Andrews; Prof. Andrews with Blue Barlow (II)

All of the Australian Olympians for Physics,
Chemistry, Biology, Earth and Environmental Science,
Mathematics and Infomatics in front of Parliament
House Canberra

Inset: Grammar’s 2017 Olympians, Brandon Lee, Richard Gong, Charles Jameson, Bentley Carr and Dylan Siow-Lee
(all VI) pictured at the Australian team announcement ceremony at Parliament House on 20 June

International Science Olympiads
During July and August, while most Form VI boys were thinking about Trial Examinations, five
boys were firmly focused on representing Australia in the International Science Olympiads.
These intense competitions see top performing secondary pupils from around the world
compete in practical and theory examinations with gold, silver and bronze medals being
awarded based on the examination results.
Dylan Siow-Lee and Brandon Lee travelled to Nakhon Pathom in Thailand for the Chemistry
Olympiad, Bentley Carr went to Yogyakarta in Indonesia for the Physics Olympiad, and Charles
Jameson and Richard Gong went to the Infomatics Olympiad held in Tehran, Iran. All five
Olympians from Grammar have returned with medals. Dylan and Bentley were awarded bronze
medals, Brandon and Charles received Silver, and Richard won Gold and placed a phenomenal
tenth in the world. In addition, Lachlan Vom (OS 2012) was mentor to the successful Australian
Chemistry team.
6 SGS MAGAZINE No. 6

Another string in
Benett Tsai’s bow
Benett Tsai (II) was announced as
the “Overall Winner” of the Ku-ringGai Philharmonic Orchestra’s Concerto
Competition last night. The finals were held
at the Concourse Concert Hall and Benett
played the Elgar cello concerto. The standard
of this competition is always extremely high
and Benett was the youngest competitor in
the Senior Section.
Benett won the junior section last year
(and hence promoted to the senior section
this year) and Anthony Chan (violin) won
the Senior Section last year. Benett was also
presented with the Orchestra Award – voted
by the orchestra as the best throughout the
rehearsal process.

Talented Student Program
In May, a group of Form VI boys headed to
the University of Sydney to attend the 2017
Talented Student Program (TSP) Showcase.
The TSP is a special program of science study
intended for students of exceptional merit
enrolled in first year undergraduate science
degrees, and allows students to participate in
research projects with an academic supervisor
and a third year mentor. This year, old
Sydneians made up six of the TSP students
and three of the mentors. The research
projects ranged from a study of the dark
proteome, to treating Alzheimers disease, to
finding planets around M-dwarf stars.

Dr Malpass of Dr V's Swing Thing at the Jazzgroove Mothership Orchestra concert

JazzGroove Mothership Orchestra
The Jazzgroove Mothership Orchestra (JMO) performed in the Alastair Mackerras Theatre on
Thursday 27 July with guitarist James Muller and the School’s Big Bands, as well as the Old
Sydneian ensemble Dr V’s Swing Thing. The Headmaster and dedicated jazz music fan, Dr
Richard Malpass (OS 1994), has played with Dr V’s Swing Thing on and off for a number of
years, playing the Flugelhorn, along with current Housemaster Dr Luke Harley (OS 1997).

Max Davy (OS 2016) answering questions about
sustainable harvesting of animal populations

The Fly Fishing Club with trout chasers Greg French and Frances Latham

Fly Fishing
The Fly Fishing Club was fortunate to receive a visit from trout fishing guru Greg French in
Term III. Greg, and Frances Latham (pictured) travel the world in pursuit of wild trout, often
sharing their adventures in Flylife magazine. Additionally, Greg is the author of novels, short
stories, travel memoirs and angling guide books.
Greg spoke for half an hour, providing our boys with advice to set them up for a rich future
of angling. He stressed that money is better spent on travel and expert guiding than on fancy
gear, and reassured us that fly casting is easily done, just so long as you practise. Finally he
reminded us that one can fish nearly anywhere – even if it means casting hook-less tufts of
wool to skinks!

AFL Representation
Lachlan Swaney (V) was selected this year in
the NSW & ACT Australian Football League
Under 16 State RAMS team and competed in
the Nationals in the July school holidays.
He also plays AFL for the Swans Academy,
UNSW and Easts Bulldogs.
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JOTTINGS

Queen’s Scout award
On Saturday 5 August, His Excellency
General The Honourable David Hurley
AC DSC (Ret'd) awarded Marcus Loane
and Rohan Patel (both VI) the Queen’s
Scout at Government House, Sydney.
The award is the highest possible youth
award in Scouting with roughly 150 young
Australians completing it annually after
2–3 years of dedicated time towards its
completion, and many who start the award
never complete it.
Each year only a few Venturer
Scouts achieve this prestigious award,
which is presented by the Governor
and Chief Scout of New South Wales,
as a representative of the Queen, at
Government House. In the category in
which Marcus and Rohan were placed,
five people have received this award in
the past 20 years. In comparison, about
3000 finish their Duke of Edinburgh Gold
Award in the same time period.
To achieve this prestigious award, a
Venturer Scout must be able to set a goal;
plan progress towards that goal; organise
their self and others; and maintain the
determination to overcome difficulties and
complete the task. They must also have
achieved the Venturing Skills Award and
complete the requirements in four award
areas: adventurous activities, outdoor
adventures, community involvement and
leadership development.

Sean Morota Chu showing off the championship shield in Plovdiv, Bulgaria

Fencing Firsts win AJ Rae Shield
Our senior fencers have done it again! For the eighth year in a row, the Grammar Firsts received
gold, and our Seconds were awarded a bronze medal qualifying for the Nationals in June.
Most recently Yves Fontaine (V) and Sean Morota Chu (V) competed in the Under 17 World
Fencing Championships in Plovdiv, Bulgaria. Both boys had a great experience and their final
ranks reflect some solid fencing in the poules and direct elimination events. Sean’s final ranking
placed him in the top 50 percent. Furthermore, in the Under 17 men’s foil division in Australia,
Yves and Sean are now ranked fourth and first, respectively.

National Honours in Rifle Shooting

The NSW Governor General David Hurley with
Marcus Loane and Rohan Patel (both VI)
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Rifle Shooting has been a great passion of
David Smith (OS 2015) ever since he began
shooting at Grammar from Form II. After
being a member of the GPS Premiershipwinning Firsts Rifle team of 2014, he was
inspired to continue shooting competitively.
This year, David had the honour of
representing Australia in the Under 25
Australian Rifle Team in South Africa and
competing in the South African Individual
Championships, which constituted stages of 10–
15 shots at distances from 300 to 1,000 yards.
A major focus of the tour was the teams’
participation in the coveted Australia
Match, which was founded in 1907 as
an international competition between
Commonwealth countries. Despite some
strong and challenging weather conditions,
the team won this match for the first time in
many years. Individually, David ultimately
placed 33rd amongst a cohort of some of the
best shots from around the world.

Above: The Rifle
team in competition
Left: David Smith of
the Aust Under 25
Rifle Team

Michael Bishop Prize

Cross Country milestones

Eye on the Prize

During the July school holidays, six boys
from Form V were invited to participate
in the Michael Bishop Prize program at
the University of Sydney. Kieran Connor,
Alexander Crawford, Oliver Hervir, Charles
Lilley, Hugo McCahon-Boersma and Damon
Wan worked on independent research
projects with academic supervision, and
presented their work in a short thesis and oral
presentations to boys in Form III and Form
IV. The projects this year included analysis of
chalcolithic artefacts to learn more about the
development of ancient societies, and analysis
of minerals that may indicate the discovery of
the NSW’s first meteorite impact crater.

Eight runners from the Grammar cross
country team participated in the Balmoral
Burn, an annual event on the School’s cross
country calendar which takes place on
Sunday 28 May. The ‘Head of the Hill’ relay
is a 4 x 420 metre ascent up Awaba Street
in Mosman, one of the steepest in Sydney.
Last minute injuries among the Sixth Form
paved the way for a number of new runners
from Fourth and Fifth Form to test their
cardiovascular endurance over the short
but painful course. Although not retaining
the number one spot this year, the boys
performed well with the A team placing third
and the B team placing seventh. Shore won
this year, with a time just one second behind
the course record set by Grammar in 2014.

Oliver Freeman (I) has won the junior section
for the Mosman Youth Art Competition, and
has also won second place in the Black Swan
Prize for Portraiture Youth Award in the Year
7 and 8 category, with standards for both
Prizes being exceptionally high.
Ollie was also a finalist in the Black Swan
Prize, a competition open to Australian high
school pupils and adolescent patients at
Princess Margaret Hospital in Western Australia.

The six 2017 Michael Bishop Prize participants,
Hugo McCahon-Boersma (V), Alexander Crawford (V),
Kieran Connor (V), Oliver Hervir (V), Charles Lilley (V),
Damon Wan (V)

Above: Oliver Freeman (I) self portrait

Left to right: Luke Poier, Benjamin Yates, Adam
Schaffer, Lachlan McIntyre all of the SGS B team,
Fraser Brooks, Sasha Jenner, Thomas Davies, Joseph
Barry all from the SGS A team

CIS Athletics Carnival
Twenty-four boys from the Grammar cross
country team qualified to run at the NSW
Combined Independent Schools Cross
Country Championships at Eastern Creek on
Thursday 15 June. The boys raced across
seven age categories covering distances
between three and eight kilometres, with
the top ten runners in each age category
qualifying for the state championships. Of
our runners, Oliver Freeman (I), Luc Jeffriess
(II), Thomas Davies (IV) and Elliot Metcalf
(V) all placed within the top ten with Duncan
Currie (V) also being selected as a reserve. In
addition to this, Sydney Grammar School was
awarded the best team in both the 13 and 17year age groups.

Cross Country CIS
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JOTTINGS
Italian pupils on short-term exchange

On Friday 8 September, the annual
showdown between the Prefects and
Masters in the gym played out during
lunchtime, this year in support of the
Indigenous Literacy Foundation. Basketball
was sidelined for the fast-paced Olympic
sport of European Handball. The game
calls for two teams of seven players each
(six outfield players and a goalkeeper) to
pass a ball using their hands with the aim
of throwing it into the goal of the other
team.
Boys and staff piled into the gym to
watch the match which was umpired by Mr
Colbron and commentated by the verbally
talented Hamish Dodd (VI). The masters
narrowly went down (13–14) to the
eclectically-dressed Prefects, with ‘T-Rex’
easily stealing the show.

Above: Italian exchange pupils exploring Bondi Beach
with their Grammar hosts. Below: Sara Buccianti making
homemade dumplings with host Jack Robson (III)

The Italian Exchange programme was a great
experience for boys learning Italian, playing
host to the 16 visiting Italian pupils from
Istituto Statale d’Istruzione Superiore RussellNewton in Florence, Italy. It created many
opportunities over the three weeks they were
here for our Italian visitors to make new
friends and learn about life in Australia. It
also helped all of us to better understand and
develop our proficiency to speak each other’s
languages.
On the day of our guests’ arrival we were
at the airport by 5am to greet them. Although
they struggled through the first 48 hours with
heavy jetlag, they soon became curious and
ready to venture into the challenge that is
an all-boys school, with the visiting group
consisting of 13 girls and 3 boys.
After the first week had drawn to a close,
Ms Angeloni organised a dinner in order to
officially welcome the exchange pupils. We
played games common to both Australia
and Italy and visited many attractions and
landmarks for which Sydney is renowned –
the Sydney Opera House, Sydney Harbour
Bridge and Taronga Zoo, to name just a few.
After a week of attending normal school
classes and visiting the main Sydney tourist
attractions, the girls went on day excursions
to locales such as Manly Beach and the Art
Gallery of NSW. Our parents thoughtfully
organised a series of barbeques to celebrate
the birthdays of a handful of our exchange
pupils. During their last week with us, we
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Masters vs Prefects
European Handball

The Prefects pose for the camera after the game

decided to take them to the Sydney Tower
Eye where we all absorbed some of Sydney’s
history and devoured typical Aussie food.
On their final weekend here the annual
GPS Athletics Carnival has held and many of
them cheered enthusiastically for their fellow
Grammar comrades. Their last day with us
was rather sorrowful, with some shedding a
tear or two when saying goodbye. We still
keep in contact with them to help practise our
Italian and help them with speaking English.
The exchange programme was thoroughly
enjoyable for the group of boys involved and
we hope it was as (if not more) enjoyable for
our Italian counterparts.
Contributors: Ciaran Delaney (III) & Jack Robson (III)

Ms Rothbart takes a shot for the masters

N h o, Tsinghua!
Sholto Douglas (OS 2013), who was Captain of Swords of the Grammar
Fencing squad in 2013, has been awarded a three-year Tokyo 2020
IOC Olympic Solidarity Scholarship, designed to support athletes in
their attempt to qualify for the Tokyo Olympics.
Sholto is also a fourth year Mechatronic (Space) Engineering /
Commerce student at the University of Sydney and was recently
awarded a New Colombo Plan Scholarship to China. This is only
the second year of the scholarship program which is awarded by
the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT). Sholto has just
started a semester at Tsinghua University in Beijing, which is the alma
mater of the present Chinese President, Xi Jinping.
Old Sydneian Bob Wu (OS 2010) has also been awarded a
scholarship at Tsinghua University, Beijing, becoming a Schwarzman
Scholar – part of a prestigious scholarship program designed to
introduce a new generation of young leaders to China and its changing
global role, making them more effective as leaders and as links
between China and the world. Bob completed a Bachelor of Arts and
Economics at Harvard in 2015.

Sholto standing in front of the Old Gate, a symbol of Tsinghua University

Cooling off

Road testing the hardware. L-R: CDT Bobby Bar-Jones from 305SQN (Pittwater), LCDT
Francis McLoughlin, LCDT Fergus Fisher, LCDT Patrick Smith and LCDT Benjamin Gayst

Air Force Cadets in Darwin
A major event on the Air Force Cadets
calendar is the annual camp to RAAF Darwin,
this year led by Air Commodore Robert
Brown AM (OS 1967). The Australian Defence
Force Experience camp or ADFEX is a weeklong trip allowing cadets to stay on the RAAF
Base in Darwin and given in-depth tours of
the Defence Force’s general facilities. Activities
included guided tours of MRH-90 attack
helicopters, observing the military working
dogs in action and enjoying the Base pool, a
welcome respite from the Darwin heat.
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Cricket tour to Sri Lanka
Director of Cricket Alan Campbell and boys reflect on an influential trip to Sri Lanka to
play cricket, by far the country’s most popular sport.
A squad of twenty-four players toured Sri
Lanka playing cricket during the Term III
school holidays. They played 10 matches
against prestigious Sri Lankan schools on
both First Class and Test Match grounds. The
hot and humid conditions were a challenge
for the boys but as always they competed
well to win five out of ten matches played.
The highlight was the T20 tournament
which was played in the R Premadasa
International Cricket Stadium with an
appearance by Test cricket great Mahela
Jaywardene. However, this overseas tour
was not only about cricket. Four boys who
attended share their impressions of what was
a life-changing experience for some.
When our group arrived in Sri Lanka, I
had no idea what to expect, as I had never
travelled to the region before. Of course, I’d
heard stories of the heat and humidity, but
I’d never thought it would be as hot or as
difficult to play in as it was… and I was in no
way prepared for it. From the moment we left
the airport, it was us against the weather, and
this was confirmed when we started playing
our first game.
Having never been to a developing
country, I was taken aback at first and
subsequently very cautious. The road
rules seemed not to apply, houses were
often unfinished, and sometimes seemed
uninhabitable. However, as the trip
transpired, I began to really embrace this
difference, and it certainly opened my eyes
to how people can live a happy life despite
everyday challenges compared to our own.
I had such a great time playing against our
opposition – the boys from various Sri Lankan
colleges, and the weather. We were all
enriched by playing in completely different
conditions and against some unorthodox, yet
effective tactics and strategies.
I’m thankful for this experience and it is
one that will stick with me forever. Our trip
helped me to forge strong bonds between the
other boys who attended and I hope in the
future other Grammar boys get to experience
Sri Lanka like we did.
Oliver Brown (IV)

From the first bus ride to the hotel from the
airport, all of us could appreciate the true
skill of our driver as he effortlessly weaved
through the chaotic traffic. That continued
through the trip, leaving us on edge as he
dodged dogs, cows and tuk-tuks on the small
roads of Sri Lanka.
All the Sri Lankan teams that we played
were very capable despite being younger
12 SGS MAGAZINE No. 6

This page (above): Members of the Moratuwa
Maha College team and (left): Mr Rimmer with the
Moratuwa Maha captain.

than us, showing amazing skill and teaching
us how we could improve certain aspects
of our game. Sri Lanka was a great cultural
experience and big learning curve for my
cricket playing that I will never forget.

Walking out onto the field with the boys on
the first game of the tour, we were greeted
with 35 degree temperatures and 91 percent
humidity which the locals described as
‘perfect cricket weather’. Three cases of heat
stroke and a few cases of Delhi Belly later,
the boys certainly gained experience on how
to play efficient, tactical cricket under some
extremely tough sub-continental conditions.
Despite the very unfamiliar environment,
the boys went through the tour with a
tenacious spirit and a hunger to learn more.
My personal highlight was having Mahela
Jayawardene come and speak to the squad
and explain to us the importance of staying
with the basics and not overcomplicating a
very simple game.

The first thing I noticed when we arrived in
Colombo was the heat and humidity; it was
quite an oppressive force. After the brief walk
with the luggage to the bus, we suspected
that this would be a major issue for us to
overcome when it was time to play cricket …
and we were right!
It was the first time I had travelled to this
part of the world, or any developing nation.
I wasn’t really quite sure what to expect – all
I had was snippets from movies, photos and
the like. It was very overwhelming at first and
completely different to anything I had ever
seen, and there was often a sudden change
from a residential area to a section of jungle,
and then back to a series of shops.
The schools we played matches against
were all incredibly enthusiastic and excited
to host us, and the games were quite
competitive as they were at a similar playing
level to us. Playing at famous grounds such
as Premadasa was incredible. Another thing
that struck me was how kind and respectful
everyone was, making us all feel like we
were truly welcome here.

Charlie Abel (V)

Christian Farrell (IV)

Aarya Bhatia (IV)

Right: Local news covered the match; and (below):
Team 1 v St Sebastian College at De Sotsa Stadium

“We were all enriched by playing in completely
different conditions and against some unorthodox, yet
effective tactics and strategies.”

Team 1 v
St Thomas
College

Team 2 v Prince of Wales College

Team 2 with the Moratuwa Maha College team

Feeing the heat
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Edgecliff Prep’s Archibald Prize success!
Three hundred and one budding artists impress the judges of the most recognised
portrait prize in the country. Director of Visual Art Mrs Janna Tess takes us through
their journey to success…
You may have already heard that the boys
of Edgecliff Prep were finalists in the 2017
Archibald Prize, with their portrait of Dr John
Vallance, titled Goodbye, Sir! exhibited at the
Art Gallery of New South Wales from 29 July
until 22 October 2017.
The portrait, consisting of 11,000 blocks,
was painted by all the boys at the School,
aged five to twelve, under the guidance of
artist-in-residence Jonathan Dalton and Ms
Janna Tess.
Anne Ryan, curator of the Archibald
Prize, said: ‘I have never seen or heard of
an Archibald Prize finalist portrait that was
created by such a large group of contributors
or by students.’ Speaking about the project,
Edgecliff Prep Headmaster Dr Matthew
McCloskey said: ‘Some artists go their entire
careers without having a work selected as a
finalist, so the honour of reaching this stage is
not lost on the boys or our community.’
The Archibald portrait is a second
pixelated portrait of Dr Vallance. The boys
presented the first one at Dr Vallance’s
farewell assembly – and then some of the Art
Club boys thought they could do better. The
idea was to reverse technology by making a
painting that looked like a pixelated image
on a computer screen, drawing an 11,000
square grid on a wooden board, plotting the
20 colours, sanding and painting the blocks,
and then gluing them on.

First Dr Vallance had a photographic sitting with the
boys and the boys voted on their favourite image.
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Kindergarten and Years 1 and 2 worked
mainly on the simple blue background, Years
3 and 4 did the suit and tie, while Years 5
and 6 were responsible for the intricate work
on the face. Although the process was simple
in theory, it wasn’t easy fitting in the last
blocks! They used hand saws to cut the final
blocks down to size.
Dr Vallance, who was impressed with the
boys’ work, said: ‘When I was Headmaster of
Sydney Grammar School I knew I was one of
the luckiest men alive. Now you can see why.
I am very proud of all three hundred and one
artists at Edgecliff. The boys who posed me
and took the pictures did a brilliant job, and
both portraits were fantastic – this second
one, if possible, is even better than the first
one. A whole school full of artists – what a
magnificent thought!
Goodbye, Sir! has also been selected for the
2017 Archibald Tour, travelling statewide and
being exhibited in seven regional galleries.

3H boys making the grid

Sam ‘Mac’ McMillan interviews the boys and Ms Tess

Year 4 boys and Ms Tess
with artist Ben Quilty,
Dr Mark Nelson and
gallery guides

The exhibition will tour to the following venues:
Geelong Gallery

27 October–10 December 2017

Murray Art Museum Albury

15 December 2017–28 January 2018

Grafton Regional Gallery

2 February–18 March 2018

Casula Powerhouse

23 March–6 May 2018

Newcastle Art Gallery

11 May–24 June 2018

Goulburn Regional Art Gallery

29 June–19 August 2018

Glasshouse Gallery, Port Macquarie

24 August–7 October 2018

Artist-in-residence
Jonathan Dalton

The boys worked hard
on this project, during Art
lessons, recess, lunch and
after school.

Seeing the show!
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MUSICAL NOTES
Chairman of Music Paul Gaske keeps us abreast with news from the Music department.

Form V Music Competition
This year’s annual Form V Music Competition
was judged by Brett Weymark, conductor of
the Sydney Philharmonia Choir (Instrumental
and Vocal sections) and John Morrison from
the Sydney Conservatorium of Music (Jazz
section). The standard was particularly high
with results as follows:
Jazz – William Hobkirk
Vocal – Stephen McCarthy
Instrumental: 1st – Eric Rong; 2nd – Jason
Wong and 3rd – Stephen McCarthy

Clockwise from left: James Muller with
William Hobkirk (V); Kye Milne (V) performing
a solo; Stanley Street Big Band

Jazz
The Grammar big bands with
Old Boys of Dr V’s Swing Thing
presented a concert in the Alastair
Mackerras Theatre in July, joined by
jazz guitarist James Muller and the
Jazzgroove Mothership Orchestra
(see Jottings, page 7). The boys also
had an opportunity to participate in
a series of workshops with James
Muller throughout the afternoon.

20th Australian Combined
Schools’ Music Festival
Held every two years, the Australian
Combined Schools’ Music Festival brings
together some of the best musicians from
around Australia. This year – hosted by
Canberra Grammar School – boys participated
in a band conducted by Ingrid Martin, a
massed choir conducted by Sam Allchurch
(OS 2007) and an orchestra conducted
by Benjamin Northey. After four days of
rehearsals and workshops, the musicians
presented a concert in the Great Hall at
Parliament House. The concert was opened
by a performance of Alexander Lau’s (V)
Radiant Southern Cross, Fanfare for Brass
and Percussion, the winning work from the
Festival’s Fanfare Composition Competition.
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Above L-R: Sasha
Graham (VI), Michael
Sacks (VI), Alex Yao
(V), Nathan Tie (VI)
and Alex Lau (V) at the
Australian Combined
Schools’ Music
Festival and (right) Tom
Kunc (VI) performing a
solo at ACSMF

Above: Eric Rong (V)
and (right) Stephen
McCarthy (V)

Australian Percussion Eisteddfod
Percussion ensembles from College Street,
Edgecliff and St Ives competed at the
Australian Percussion Eisteddfod in August.
Lead by Grammar’s Head of Percussion Mr
Iain Scotland, the boys achieved fantastic
results in a very competitive competition.
Senior Percussion Ensemble event:
3rd – College Street Senior Percussion
Ensemble
High School Chamber Ensemble section:
3rd – College Street Senior Percussion Quartet
(Christian Fane (IV), Ben Ainsworth (IV),

NSW Band
Championships
Under the direction of Dr Robert
Busan, the Grammar Wind Ensemble
performed in the Premier category
at the New South Wales Band
Championships held in Verbrugghen
Hall at the Sydney Conservatorium of
Music. Performing a programme which
included Percy Grainger’s Children’s
March and an Australian premiere of
Danceries by Kenneth Hesketh, the
band impressed both the audiences
and adjudicators and received the
highest honour of a Gold award.

Áedán MacNamara (III), Quentin So (III))
Duet/Trio event:
Highly Commended – College Street Senior
Percussion Trio (Jean Luc Barbara, Oscar
Hoare, Abel Hofflin)(all V)
Primary School Percussion Ensemble:
3rd – Edgecliff Prep Percussion Ensemble
Junior Non-tuned Drumming Ensemble:
1st – St Ives Prep Percussion Ensemble 3
2nd – Edgecliff Prep Percussion Ensemble
Highly Commended – St Ives Prep Percussion
Ensemble 2

Grammarpalooza
Another very successful Grammarpalooza
was presented early in Term III. Postponed
a number of times due to delays in the
refurbishment of the Alastair Mackerras
Theatre, it did not affect the enthusiasm of
the boys performing or that of the sell-out
audience. Organised by Mr Tim Derricourt
the boys performed in a variety of styles and
combinations. All money raised was donated
to the Prefects’ charity.
Mr Gaske taking a selfie with the
Committee at the Music Dinner

Form VI Music Dinner
The musicians from Form VI were
farewelled in style at a dinner in Big School
hosted by the SGS Music Association. Over
130 attendees were treated to an evening of
entertainment, fine food and a fair amount
of nostalgia. It was a fitting send-off for this
wonderful group of musicians.
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Nepal Tour
William McCartney (V) reflects on the trip of a lifetime to Nepal and the breathtaking
landscape of this region.

Boudhanath Stupa Kathmandu

Left: On Safari in Chitwan National Park.
Above: Descending from Poon Hill
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With our group of thirty-four boys and staff
flying directly into Kathmandu from Sydney,
our trip commenced immediately, first visiting
Boudhanath, home to the world’s largest
Tibetan stupa (a commemorative monument).
The myriad of multicoloured prayer flags, the
flash of orange and red as the local monks
wove their way through the markets and
the mani wheels which crowded the square
immersed us at once in Nepalese Buddhist
culture. At Pashupatinath, we witnessed the
practice of Hindu cremation, the plumes
of smoke drifting along the banks of the
Bagmati River adding to the beauty of the
aged masonry, and made way for meandering
monkeys and Sadhus, who were indifferent
to local tourists. Later we navigated crowded
streets, where telephone wires were draped
above like unruly birds’ nests, rickshaws
trundled past and local vendors laid out their
ornate trinkets, adding to the cacophony as
they competed for our attention. A collective
religious harmony seemed to unite Nepal’s
chaotic beauty.
At Pokhara the hike began, and from the
outset we were stunned by the panoramic
scenery: the verdant greens of terraced rice
paddies, rivers which rolled lazily along
valley floors and the long grasses beaded
with wildflowers. Ascending the mountains
of the Annapurna region, we were provided
a direct insight into the traditional lifestyle
in Nepalese villages as we walked alongside
their oxen, water buffalo and goats whose
bells echoed in the mountain air. Steep
ascents could be difficult, yet at each turn
we were rewarded with the view of snowcapped mountains, their glaciers feeding the
idyllic waterfalls we glimpsed on our way.
For several days we camped at Ghandruk,
to help renovate the Sanjiwani Health Clinic
and provide essential medicines to the local
Nepalese. We were inspired by a people
who were happy despite their ramshackle
residences, lack of clean water and perennial
blackouts. Forming close relationships with
our porters, we deeply admired those who
carried as much as 110-kilogram loads up the
mountain each day, especially as we learnt
more about the large families they had to
support. Toddlers who used large knives to
assist their parents at home eagerly joined
in to play sport with us. Our memorable
exchange of song and dance with members
of the Clinic late into the night, after a day
of labour, commemorated the close bond we
had formed there. We were in awe of the
distinctive community spirit which persisted
amid the harsh conditions of Nepal.

Continuing the trek, we reached regions as
high as 3,210 metres. At Poon Hill, we found
ourselves on the edge of the world with our
views ahead obscured by a veil of mountain
mist, which parted to reveal the rippling
emerald fields below, sparking a spontaneous
rendition of the ‘Everywhere we go’ Grammar
chant. Wandering through the seas of green
in Kerungga, Nepal’s own Garden of Eden,
was a fitting way to finish our hike. The last
few days of the tour were spent at Chitwan
National Park, where we followed local deer
on safari as sunset drew near.
In a developing nation, hiking in Nepal
presented its own challenges as the boys
were confronted by leeches, 5am wakeup calls and an environment where toilet
paper was a precious commodity. Yet these
‘challenges’ were nothing compared to those
faced by the Nepalese on a daily basis,
a people whose resilient and tenacious
mentality was a profound model for how we
should live our lives.

Clockwise from left: At Mohare Danda; Machhapuchhre
(aka ‘Fishtail’); The group at 3400 metres

The view from the final descent
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Festa ITALIANA!
This year’s biennial Music Festival wasn’t just any ordinary music festival,
as Assistant to the Headmaster Rita Fin reports.
In collaboration with our extremely
enthusiastic Italian teachers Caterina Rupolo
and Catherine Angeloni, and Events Manager
Tina Demetriou, we worked together to make
this a cross-departmental cultural experience
and to involve as many boys as possible.
Where to start? In our preliminary
brainstorming sessions we tackled the
big questions: How can we transform the
playground into an Italian piazza? How can
we generate enthusiasm for all things Italian,
not just the music of Italian composers? How
can we integrate other aspects of daily life at
Grammar into our Italian theme?
The Festival, which ran from 26 May to
15 June, began with a pre-concert listening
comprehension lesson for parents and boys
given by Signora Angeloni entitled ‘Italian:
you understand more than you think!’
followed by the Opening Concert (Primo
Concerto) in Big School entitled, ‘Let’s Sing!’
(Cantiamo insieme!). Sydney sciantosa, Nadia
Piave, with Ross Maio (accordion) and Gino
Pengue (guitars), joined Grammarphones,
Croonivores and the Form V Italian class to
present a veritable banquet of Italian music
from the 16th through to the 21st centuries all
represented in about sixty minutes.
Dr Binns with Venice
the Menace

Sixth Form boys
admiring the wheels
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Carnavale fun in Big School

Other musical highlights involving both
College Street and Preparatory School
boys were the Secondo Concerto: Fantasia
Italiana! and Terzo Concerto: Carosello
Italiano. An arresting backdrop to the stone
walls of the JVH was provided by the vibrant
colours of the tricolore accented by spotlights.
Seventeen ensembles involving well over
500 boys performed works either by Italian
composers or inspired by Italian sentiments.
Italian violinist, Davide Monti, was one of our
guest musicians for the Festival. David held a
Baroque masterclass with the string players,
as well as a lunchtime concert in Big School
where he was joined by instrumental teachers
Rosemary Quinn (‘cello), Tommie Andersson
(theorbo) and Robert Wagner (harpsichord).
Lunchtime events included visitors
presenting Commedia dell’Arte: Maschere
e Burattini (Masks and Puppets); Fools in
Progress, where boys were able to try on
famous character masks such as Arlecchino,
Pantalone and Colombina; and an Italian silent
film demonstration with Mauro Colombo.
Several of the School’s clubs got into the spirit
of the event with the Dr Who Club screening
an episode over two weeks of Le Fiamme di
Pompeii (Fires of Pompeii), filmed in Cinecittà
in Italy. The Lego Club built their own Torre
di Pisa (Leaning Tower of Pisa). Even every
assembly during the festival featured Italian
music and the Term’s Mufti Day turned Italian
as the boys were given the opportunity to
dress as a famous Italian character or to be
creative in their combinations of clothing in
red, white and green.

AMCO performing in the JVH
Gelato stall

Peter Ilchef (I) on accordion performing Il
Tango Delle Rose, a traditional Italian song.
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Festa ITALIANA!
There is little more sacred in Italy than its
favourite sport calcio (football), so a friendly
futsal competition between the Form V and
VI Italian classes was a must. The gym came
to life with shouts from the crowd of ‘Forza
ragazzi!’ to the strains of Puccini’s ‘Nessun
Dorma’. Another favourite Italian pastime is,
of course, bocce (bowls). At first we thought
that the rain would thwart our plans, but
John Rimmer (PDHPE) came to the rescue
with fake grass and the old benches from Big
School placed in the rifle range so the games
could go ahead.
The annual Tedeschi photographic
exhibition, re-named the Mostra fotografica
- Premio Tedeschi for the Festival, required
boys to submit their entries with the
following topics: Forms I -II: La dolce vita,
Forms III-IV: Nello stile antico, and Forms
V-VI: La vita è un sogno. And to liven up
tutorial registration sessions? Each day there
was a quiz with questions on Italian culture,
history, science, mathematics, geography,
music, art, fashion and food.
The most fun was undoubtedly had on
the Festa della Repubblica (Italian National
Day), which fell conveniently mid-Festival.
By lunchtime, the middle playground was
transformed into suburban Rome or Naples

with the aroma of wood-fired pizza and
centre-stage, a brand new Ferrari whose roar
was soon drowned out by the stampede
of boys running to join the very long pizza
queue! The Prefects ran a gelato stall as
part of their fundraising campaign and
Arnaldo Giordano entertained with his
roving gondola. And what piazza would be
complete without the strains of ‘Funiculì
Funiculà’ ringing out over the loudspeakers?
The Festival was a huge success and
it can truly be said, ‘Ci siamo divertiti un
mondo!’ (We had a great time!) Viva l’Italia e
Arrivederci!
Above: Theatro Romana in
the Palladium and (below)
Cantorum Choir

Bocce in the rifle range, and
(right): Aaron ‘Renaissance Man’
Chang (III) dressed as Leonardo

Pizza was available on Middle Playground
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Animal Farm
Directed by Mr Douglas Wilson
Photos by Paul Wright
On the evening of 8 September, fifteen
boys from Forms I and II took to the
stage of the Palladium Theatre to present
a dramatized version of George Orwell’s
Animal Farm. This dynamic and engaging
presentation represented the culmination of
the work undertaken by boys of the School’s
Drama Club, which, throughout Term II,
offered weekly drama lessons provided
by theatre professionals from the Sydney
Performance Academy. The relationship
between the School and the Academy now
stretches back over six years, and all boys
who have participated in the Drama Club
have benefitted from focused lessons in
improvisational scene work, textual analysis
and character development. Having built
up the boys acting skills, the decision was
then made to give them a taste of an actual
theatrical performance, and in Term III the
focus shifted to preparing for Animal Farm.
Led by their teachers, Ms Briallen Clarke,
Mr Daniel Dunlop and Ms Paige Gardiner,
the boys added Sunday morning rehearsals to
their schedules – perhaps a little reluctantly
– and in a relatively short period were
successful in bringing the play to life. As
the play had minimal production elements
– a simple set, a limited range of technical
effects – the emphasis was on creating an
actor-focused, physical production. And as
the script also offered opportunities for the
actors to have more than one part, the value
of working as an effective ensemble became
self-evident.
Animal Farm also gave Mr Warry’s audiovisual team a chance to polish their skills and,
perhaps even more importantly, provided
some newcomers of their first experience
with the dark arts of theatre. Corey Blyth (IV)
impressed in his first role as stage manager,
working under the watchful and experienced
eye of Duncan Currie (V).

Cast: Kiran Apte, Lucas Apte, Tim Battle, Josh Chan, Ben Duursma, Hunter Folkes, Zachary Fuller, Peter Ilchef,
Colt Kahlbetzer, Max Phillips, Myan Retna, Raphael Saxbee, Daniel Sirmai, Callum Treanor and Tom Waters
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Prep Orchestras tour to Singapore
Edgecliff Prep Director of Music, Mrs Robin Carter, writes about the combined St Ives and
Edgecliff Preparatory Schools Orchestra Tour to Singapore.
Singapore was the destination for the
Combined Preparatory Schools Orchestra
tour this year. A total of 75 boys and 14 staff
left on Sunday, 1 October for a week-long
adventure. Our previous overseas tours have
historically taken us to New Zealand, so this
was the first time beyond ‘The Ditch’ into the
Asian continent for a Preparatory School tour,
and what a great success it was!
The Tanglin Trust School, Stamford
American International School, Anglo Chinese
School and Dulwich College all hosted us for
our music concerts and workshops. We were
also special guests at the residence of Bruce
Gosper, the Australian High Commissioner.
He encouraged the boys to ask questions
and spoiled us with copious amounts
of hamburgers, pizza and orange juice.
Throughout the trip, boys were also able to
try different food from the Malay, Chinese,
Tamil and Eurasian heritage of Singapore.
Boys also had an opportunity to visit
the local sights, including the Merlion (the
iconic fountain statue of the mythical symbol
of Singapore), Jurong Bird Park, Universal
Studios, the Night Zoo, Botanic Gardens and
Gardens by the Bay, and watched a rehearsal
of the Singapore Symphony Orchestra.
An important part of our tour was the
commemoration ceremony at Kranji War
Memorial, the location of a Commonwealth
War Graves Cemetery where three Old
Sydneians who died in Singapore during
World War II are buried. Captain Alston
Gregg (OS 1929), Second Lieutenant Gerald
Hall Hilder (OS 1928) and Lieutenant
Kenneth William Hutton (OS 1936) are also
listed on the World War II Honour Board in
Big School.
The boys sang Band of Brothers by
composer and Music master Paul Jarman
around Gerald Hall Hilder’s grave: Words
from the first verse:
Side by side forever young
Row on row, our finest sons
Though you never came home
Your memory lives on.
We honoured these Old Sydneians
and our two Headmasters, Mr McCloskey
and Mr Stephens, lay a wreath in their
memory. It was a very moving experience
for all the boys, staff and the families who
were in attendance. Our tour provided an
opportunity to reflect on their sacrifice, as our
Orchestra boys learnt resilience and practised
independence on a trip of a lifetime.

Capt. Alston Gregg (OS 1929). Son of James and Winifred Gregg, and husband of
Elizabeth Jean Gregg of Gunnedah, New South Wales. He died on 27 January 1942,
aged 28, on the Malay Peninsula, fighting to keep the Japanese forces from crossing
the Straits onto the island of Singapore. He was in the Australian Infantry 2nd/18th
Battalion.
2nd Lieut. Gerald Hall Hilder (OS 1928) was born on 2 February 1911 in Sydney
to Robert and Geraldine Hilder. He died on 14 February 1942, aged 31, one day
before the surrender of Singapore. Hilder was an Emergency Commissioned Officer
in the Baluch Regiment, Indian Army. He had joined while working for Heath &
Co., a subsidiary of Bushells Tea in Ceylon, now Sri Lanka.
Lieut. Kenneth William Hutton (OS 1936). Son of John and Margaret Hutton of
South Melbourne, Victoria. He died on 11 February 1942, aged 22, defending the
northern part of Singapore. He was in the Australian Infantry 2nd/20th Battalion.

Prep Headmasters Mr McCloskey and
Mr Stephens paying their respects
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“An important part of our tour was the
commemoration ceremony at Kranji War Memorial,
the location of a Commonwealth War Graves
Cemetery where three Old Sydneians who died in
Singapore during World War II are buried.”

Clockwise from top: Performing Band of Brothers at the
gravesite conducted by Mrs Carter; Lieut. GH Hilder’s
grave; Visiting the Merlion fountain statue
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HSC Major Work showcase
Technical skill and a focus on the importance of drawing
underpinned this year’s cohort of HSC Visual Arts candidates,
reports Subject Master Mark Wilde.
A large gathering of boys, parents and friends
came together once again this year for the
opening night of the HSC Art exhibition.
Senior boys commit to a specialist studio in
Form V and begin the process of developing
their skills and undergoing the challenge
of working independently on ideas driven
by their own interests and experiences.
By the time they start their final year they
are technically well rehearsed, and all that
remains is for ideas to form and, most
importantly, continue to evolve as the work
progresses. As has been the case for some
years now, all four studios made significant
contributions to an exhibition that reflected
both diversity of interest and an extraordinary
technical skill across all disciplines. This
year, nineteen boys filled the gallery space
with work that addressed eight of the twelve
disciplines offered by the Board of Studies.
In 2016, Noah Soderlund and Curtis
McMillan exhibited welded metal sculpture,
a first for the department. This year Tom
Staines made his own mark on welded metal
by producing three very different works
inspired by the traditions of landscape,
still life and the human form. Arkie Owen
carved and revealed something of his process
by developing a suite of relief prints to

Above: Andrew Chan
Right: Tom Staines
Below: Yuta Ito
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Nic Docker

accompany his three carved pieces, while
Jagen Yoon challenged himself to draw, print
and sculpt in an attempt to again reveal a
rigorous academic process while addressing
an underlying personal theme. The ceramics
studio was represented by Oliver Owens
who made twenty-five cylinders and daringly
placed brilliantly coloured brush marks over
their surfaces in a manner similar to American
abstract expressionist Cy Twombly.
The work emerging from the 2-D studio
was once again underpinned by an emphasis
on drawing, whether it revealed itself
through painting, as in the case of Andrew
Chan, Dion Stauber and Conor Clift, or
more obviously, in the capable hands of
Nick Docker, Matthew Fischer, Garth Russell
and George Mei, who worked with a mix
of charcoal and graphite. Luke Hawthorn
presented a sensitive series of pencil
drawings in the manner of a natural history
display case, which provided him with the
perfect opportunity to work in remarkably
fine detail.
It was encouraging to see that films made
by Miles Gibson and Max Jelbart last year
were so influential as to inspire Alex Magiros,
Daniel Kim and Charles Sics to follow in their
footsteps, albeit with different subject matter
and very different styles. Isaac Spigelman
also contributed to the studio’s output with a
short animated film, supported by a series of
charcoal drawings which revealed something

Garth Russell

Arkie Owen

of his process. Robert Hao, Jamie Whatling
and Yuta Ito stayed loyal to the traditions of
the studio by submitting photomedia pieces.
Dr Malpass enthusiastically accepted
our invitation to open the exhibition, as his
predecessor Dr Vallance so fervently did
before him. In doing so, Dr Malpass not only
revealed more than a passing interest in art,
but a sensitive and perceptive insight into
the variety of work on show. Dr Malpass will
indeed be invited back in the same capacity!
There are two Form VI prizes awarded
annually in the visual arts category: The
Ranger Prize for Art, acknowledging the
overall achievement of a boy who has
excelled in both art history and practical
courses, with the recipient this year being
Arkie Owen. The John Cattanach Prize for
Distinction in Fine Art recognises the allround excellence of a boy’s practical work,
but also his involvement and contribution
to the life of the department. This prize was
awarded to Jagen Yoon (Collection of Works
– drawing, printmaking and sculpture).
Jagen Yoon

Jamie Whatling

Above: Oliver Owens
Left: Luke Hawthorn
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Breaking Good
Senior Master in Academic Extension, Dr Erin Sheridan, details the process of making the drug
Daraprim and Grammar’s brush with the ‘Pharma Bro’, Martin Shkreli.

There’s no doubt you’ve heard the news
about a group of eight Grammar boys taking
on the infamous Martin Shkreli, then-CEO of
Turing Pharmaceuticals, having bought the
exclusive US marketing rights to a 64-yearold drug called Daraprim and immediately
increasing the price of a single dose from
US$13.50 to $750.
Outraged by Shkreli’s blatant greed,
Charles Jameson (VI), Christopher Lai (VI),
Brandon Lee (VI), Milan Leonard (VI), Patrick
Ngo (VI), Dylan Siow-Lee (VI), James Wood
(VI) and Austin Zhang (VI) decided they
needed to do something.
Daraprim is used primarily to treat
toxoplasmosis, an infection caused by the
protozoan parasite Toxoplasma gondii
and affects an estimated 22.5 percent of
adults in western nations. The infection is
asymptomatic in most healthy adults, but for
those with an immune system weakened by
HIV/AIDS, cancer treatment, pregnancy, or
by immunosuppressive drugs used for organ
transplantation, the infection can be lifethreatening.
In most countries around the world,
Daraprim can be purchased cheaply. For
example in Australia, the cost to the patient is
approximately A$13 (US$9.50) for 50 tablets.
This is because the drug is off-patent and can
be produced generically, which encourages
competition and typically results in lower
prices. However, in the US, an off-patent drug
must go through a specific process of Food
and Drug Administration (FDA) approval
before it can be produced generically.

“Daraprim is used primarily to treat
toxoplasmosis, an infection caused by
the protozoan parasite Toxoplasma
gondii and affects an estimated 22.5
percent of adults in western nations.”

Form V boys taking on the Toxoplasma gondii parasite - Harry Thawley (V)
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But when diseases have a relatively small
number of prescriptions per year, other
pharmaceutical companies often decide that
the potential revenue isn’t worth the cost of
the approval process. Toxoplasmosis is one
such disease, and in the 44 years it has been
off-patent, no generic FDA approval has
been granted in the US. This provided the
opportunity for Shkreli and Turing to step in
and dramatically increase the price.
Approximately two to three thousand
Americans are prescribed Daraprim each
year, and the Infectious Diseases Society of
America and the HIV Medicine Association
have estimated that the year-long treatment
for toxoplasmosis now costs a prohibitive
US$336,000 for those who weigh under 60
kilograms and US$634,500 for those who
come in above this weight.
In response to public outrage, Turing
lowered the cost of the drug by 50 percent
for hospitals in September 2015, but did not
change the price for pharmacies, leaving
most patients paying the higher price.
But what could a group of high school
students do? The boys knew that if they
wanted to make a difference, they would
need to play to their strength: science. They
predicted that if they were able to synthesise
Daraprim cheaply in a high school laboratory,
they could expose the price hike as predatory
and unjustifiable.

So the boys headed to the lab. The active
ingredient in Daraprim is the compound
pyrimethamine, and the details of the threestep synthetic route from the starting material
p-chlorophenylacetonitrile are well known,
even detailed on the Wikipedia entry for
pyrimethamine. p-Chlorophenylacetonitrile
was an ideal choice of starting material as
it is readily available and inexpensive,
which was essential as the boys wanted to
demonstrate that the compound could be
prepared cheaply.
Unfortunately, the second step of this
standard procedure uses diazomethane,
a compound so sensitive that it has been
known to explode on contact with scratched
glassware. Clearly the challenge would be
to develop a new synthetic route that was
not only cheap, but also could be safely
performed by school students.
Working with Open Source Malaria
(OSM) and the University of Sydney, the
boys were able to post their questions
online and receive help from interested
researchers from around the world. With
this guidance, the boys successfully
performed the first step of the synthesis,
and then tried a number of alternative
procedures to bypass the potentially
explosive second step. After several months
of failures the boys found two successful
procedures that could be used instead.

Assoc. Prof. Mat Todd, Dr Alice Williamson, James
Wood (VI), Charles Jameson (VI), Brandon Lee (VI),
Dylan Siow-Lee (VI), Milan Leonard (VI), Patrick Ngo (VI),
Austin Zhang (VI), Christopher Lai (VI), Dr E Sheridane
and Dr MR Binns
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Breaking Good
The final step of the synthesis also
presented challenges, but by changing the
reaction solvent and modifying the purification
step, the boys were able to produce their
first pure sample of pyrimethamine, verified
by nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR)
spectroscopy at the University of Sydney. This
successful reaction sequence used low-cost
reagents, removed the need for diazomethane
and produced approximately 4 grams of pure
pyrimethamine, worth US$130,000 at the
current price.
After a year of work before and after
school, the boys presented their findings at
the Royal Australian Chemical Institute NSW
Organic Chemistry Symposium alongside
academic researchers and postgraduate
students. In addition, since they worked
as part of the OSM consortium, all of
their experiments (both successes and
failures) have been published in an openaccess online notebook (http://malaria.
ourexperiment.org/daraprim_synthesis).
Although the boys’ success was widely
reported in the international media, Turing
Pharmaceuticals has not caved in to the
increased public pressure to drop the price of
Daraprim. The US Congressional Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform has
interrogated Shkreli and the current Chief
Commercial Officer of Turing, Nancy Retzlaff,
ultimately concluding that although the price
hike was legal it was clearly unethical. In
August this year, Shkreli was convicted of
unrelated securities fraud and currently awaits
sentencing in custody.
This year the ‘Breaking Good’ project has
continued, building on the success of 2016.
Where last year the boys took on Shkreli and
Turing Pharmaceuticals, James Arnall (V),
Kieran Connor (V), Alexander Crawford (V),
Duncan Currie (V), Oliver Hervir (V), Hugo
McCahon-Boersma (V) and Harry Thawley
(V) are taking on an arguably more menacing
foe – the Toxoplasma gondii parasite itself.
Although Daraprim remains the drug of
choice for toxoplasmosis and the lesscommon parasitic disease isosporiasis, there
is worrying evidence of growing resistance.
New drugs are needed if we are to keep
ahead of the parasite.
Consequently, the boys have turned their
attention towards molecular analogues of
pyrimethamine. Since a viable synthetic
route for the compound has been
developed, their aim is to identify
similar compounds that could be
prepared with only minor changes to this
synthetic procedure. The hope is that one or
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Kieran Connor and James Arnall (V)

more analogues of pyrimethamine will have
advantageous properties over the original
compound, including reduced resistance in
the parasite.
This approach to drug discovery is
known as ‘analogue design’, and is currently
responsible for the majority of small molecule
drugs that are approved for use around the
world. So far the boys have identified a
number of promising analogues, and three
have been selected for synthesis and further
investigation.
And the lesson? No parasite is safe from a
group of outraged Grammar boys.

Above: Oliver Hervir, Hugo McCahon-Boersma,
Duncan Currie (V)
Below: successful synthetic route for pyrimthamine

St Ives Family Festival
A jam-packed family fête was held on the grounds of St Ives Prep
on Saturday 9 September, as Headmaster Ian Stephens reports.

L-R: Exploring the Gordon Fire Brigade’s
equipment; Mr Parry conducting the combined
Prep Orchestra

Dr V’s Swing Thing

Enjoying the evening light show

Community Choir

This was far more than just a primary school
fête – it was an extraordinary event that
brought our community together on a grand
scale and enabled us to celebrate in a way I
have never seen before.
The amount of work by an army of
parents to create such a magical experience
for all of us was astonishing, and the nine
months of planning, building and organising
was certainly worth it. We were very
fortunate indeed to enjoy the occasion under
beautiful spring skies.
It was also significant to have all parts of
wider Grammar community represented via
the musical ensembles. Their performances
were enjoyed throughout the day by families
nestled together on the hill behind Cowper
Field. The St Ives Prep and Edgecliff Prep
Orchestras performed together following their
recent tour to Singapore, conducted by Mr
Nick Parry and Mr Alasdair Vickers. The St
Ives Taiko groups conducted by Mr Graham
Hilgendorf performed, as well as the Alastair
Mackerras Chamber Orchestra from College
Street, also conducted by Mr Parry. The St
Ives Prep Community Choir led by Grammar
parents and members of staff Mr Greg Platt
and Ms Jacqui Fane, and accompanied by Ms
Amanda Miller, brought St Ives boys and their
families together in song.
Old Sydneian ensemble Dr V’s Swing
Thing played into the evening, concluding
the event in spectacular fashion, as they
accompanied an impressive fireworks
display – a rare first for Jazz Coordinator
Vlad Khusid. There was much excitement
with many ‘oohs’ and ‘aahs’ from parents and
children alike, while waving their neon glow
sticks. Thousands upon thousands of fairy

lights illuminating the trees around Cowper
Field completed the picture.
Boys and girls were spoiled for choice
when it came to carnival rides and sideshow
amusements, including giant slippery slides,
rock-climbing walls, bungie trampolines and
gladiator duels, to name just a few. More
traditional attractions such as slot car racing,
show bags and a photo booth were on offer.
Younger children delighted in having their
faces painted, nursing the baby farm animals,
planting seedlings, playing with Lego,
riding in giant tea cups and bouncing in the
jumping castle.
The Gordon Fire Brigade also stopped by
to demonstrate their firefighting equipment
and to chat to families over some afternoon
tea. Parents enjoyed their time socialising,
browsing together for second- hand books,
and shopping for artisanal and organic
produce, homemade sweets as well as
arts and crafts at the market. Food stalls
and trucks kept everyone well-nourished
with endless mouth-watering choices. And
it would not have been a fête without
fairy floss, ice cream and ice slushies. The
Smoothie Bikes were also a hit and there
was even a pop-up café managed by a local
barista and a Brokenwood wine bar.
Thank you to the St Ives Prep Parents’
Association for having the vision and
commitment to create such a wonderful
experience for all of us to enjoy together. I
would also like to thank the rest of the St Ives
community for supporting this venture and
helping raise funds for the outdoor education
amphitheatre, which our current and future
Prep boys will greatly appreciate.
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SPORT ROUND-UP
Sportsmaster Michael Curran reflects on another eventful season of winter sport.

Rugby at Grammar is a great example of
the value of sport to all. The First XV’s
performance provided a stunning example
for the younger boys to aspire towards. The
team placed third in the AAGPS Third XV
competition and gained GPS representation
with Zachary Alexander (VI), Adam Pacey
(VI) and Finlay Sheldon (V) plus Presidents
AAGPS Under 16 representation by Sterling
Smith (IV). The win–loss ratio was sixty-one
wins to seventy-three losses and one draw,
out of a total of one hundred and thirtyfive games played. A general growth in the
number of boys playing rugby was very
positive to see.
This Cross Country season was both a
successful and memorable one across all age
groups. The Under 14s were GPS Premiers in
a stunning season that saw them prevail over
Newington in a fierce battle right to the end.
The Under 16s ran fourth overall in the GPS
competition, despite their strongest runner
Thomas Davies (IV) competing in the Opens.
The Open team placed second overall in a
season marred by illness and injury. There
are nearly 100 boys in the Cross Country
Club with healthy numbers from all forms
The First XV vs Scots
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including Form VI, providing inspiration to
the younger runners and making the most of
sport in their HSC year. Notable individual
performances were Elliot Metcalf (V) and
Thomas Davies (IV) representing the GPS
against CAS, contributing to a decisive
win for the GPS. Elliot Metcalf and Oliver
Freeman (I) were selected to run in the
Nationals, placing 25th and 18th respectively
in their age groups. Captain Jasper Schoff (VI)
and vice-captain Adam Schaffer (VI) provided
exceptional leadership over the year.
We saw yet another highly successful
Fencing season. The Under 13 Fencing squad
showed promising results for the years to
come with several strong individual results.
The Under 15s won their team championship,
and came second in their Premiership. In
the senior category, the Firsts remained
undefeated throughout the season, bringing
the national title back to the School for the
seventh year running. Special mention must
be made of Sean Morota-Chu (V) and Yves
Fontaine (V) who competed at the Asian and
World Cadets Championships and are ranked
first and second respectively in Australia for
foils in the Under 17s age group.

Volleyball - Charles Evans
(V) & Brandon Chong (V)

Clockwise from top left: Cross Country - Luke Poier
(V) and Duncan Currie (V); Football - Oliver White (V),
Cameron Heathcote (V) and Oliver Woods (VI) in the
First XI; The victorious volleyball Firsts; Will Perry (VI)
being tackled against The Scots College; William Yates
(V) leading the Second XV out on Back to Weigall Day

Grammar football had an extremely
successful season. With thirty-three football
teams playing this season, the popularity of
the sport continues to maintain high numbers
and interest. Grammar Football played a total
of 350 games in the 2017 season, scoring
865 goals, winning 70 percent of their games
across the board. The most outstanding age
group was the Under 16s who accumulated
forty-nine wins overall. The Under 13s age
group placed second with forty-two wins for
the season.
The Grammar Second XI finished equal
third on the ladder with four wins, two draws
and a loss. Our First XI finished outright
third with four wins and three losses. This is
the best result for a Grammar First XI since
2008. A season highlight was the Plate Cup
final against Newington College, a closely
contested match against a GPS football
powerhouse which ended 2–1 in their favour.
The First XI was ably captained by Cameron
Ward (VI) who was also selected as vicecaptain of the GPS Firsts and supported by a
very strong group of Form VI boys.

The School continues to advance in
volleyball with yet another set of outstanding
performances and even better results.
The Firsts began confidently, having won
the Gold medal at the National Volleyball
Championships last December. They
continued to succeed and were undefeated
throughout the season resulting in a GPS
Championship, and thus were awarded
the GPS Shield. The remaining Grammar
squad performed admirably with many of
our teams placing in the top three of their
respective ladders. Angus Lau, Zenith Hui,
Izac Carracher (all VI) and Charles Evans (V)
were selected for the NSW CIS Open team,
with Carracher and Evans also selected for
state volleyball teams.
The Grammar Tae Kwon Do squad has
had an excellent year, under the tutelage of
their coaches, Mr Steven Wyllie and Mr Chris
Brassil. Training occurred every Monday,
Wednesday and Saturday, with gradings
occurring at the end of each term. In Term
III, Grammar won the All Schools tournament
(Pahlke Cup) for the fifth year running.
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Leaving a piece of ourselves at St Ives
Year 6 pupil Aaron Rucinski takes us through his grade’s novel way of saying
farewell to the School.
Traditionally at the close of every year at St
Ives Prep, families of the Year 6 graduating
class present a thank you gift to the School.
Typically, parents raise funds and purchase
a thoughtful present. This year, we decided
to take matters into our own hands. Our year
group wanted to raise our own funds and
create a completely unique, collaborative
artwork as our gift to the School. This would
be a memorable and meaningful way for
us to express gratitude for our wonderful
years and memories at St Ives. We decided to
create an enormous 3-D Lego model of the
Sydney Grammar School Coat of Arms.

Off to a flying start
On 17 March, after weeks of project
team meetings, we were ready for our big
fundraiser, the inaugural Great Grammar
Paper Plane Challenge. Year 6 conducted
paper plane folding lessons for infants,
prepared and cleared the Hall and managed
the logistics for the smooth running of this
all-school event. This fundraiser was a huge
success raising well above our target, and
brought the whole School together in a
fun-filled day of competition and giving. A
highlight of the day was the form masters’
competition. Who knew there were so many
paper plane enthusiasts among both St Ives
pupils and staff? There was a great sense of
school spirit as each class walked onto the
stage to launch their paper planes.

This year, we decided to take matters into our
own hands. Our year group wanted to raise
our own funds and create a completely unique,
collaborative artwork as our gift to the School.

Top: Year Two practising their launch poses and (below) The results St Ives Paper Plane Competition
Left: Over 5,000 Lego pieces and 76 mini-figures were donated from personal Lego collections forming
a ‘guard of honour’ around the School Coat of Arms finished with the Latin inscription of ‘Year 6, 2017’
(Gradus VI, MMXXVII)
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Piecing it all together

Giving back

Year 6 used the funds raised from the
Great Grammar Paper Plane Challenge to
purchase the nine Lego baseboards which
would form the foundation of our huge Lego
artwork (1.14 square metres). Every boy in
Year 6 also brought in as many pieces of
black and yellow Lego bricks from home
as they could find. We produced a scaled
template of the School Coat of Arms and
designed 3-D elements to give the artwork
extra depth and dimension. The template
was carefully marked onto the baseboards
and divided into sections, before Year 6 was
invited to help construct this one-of-a kind
Lego piece. Each Year 6 boy was also asked
to create a customised Lego mini-figure of
himself which formed a ‘guard of honour’
around the Coat of Arms.

We are very proud to have created this
unique gift, and to have been able to give
back to the School in different ways. We
were able to donate all surplus black and
yellow Lego pieces not used in the project to
St Ives Preschool and Kindergarten to inspire
the next generation of Grammar boys, and to
provide over $600 to the Graduation Dinner
Fund. Our gift to the School is officially
being unveiled on the evening of the Year 6
Graduation Dinner in December.
St Ives Year 6 acknowledge Mr Stephens,
our teachers and the teams behind the
fundraising and planning in helping us leave
behind a ‘piece’ of ourselves at St Ives – a
place we will remember fondly – as we
embark on our next exciting journey towards
high school.

Top: (left) Year 6 Lego crest sorting and building
Top: (right): Preschool boys view the finished artwork,
St Ives Paper Plane Competition judging committee
and (below) Lego mini-figure Grammar boy
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Chile and Argentina rugby tour
Director of Rugby Lachlan Fear shares his unforgettable experience of travelling
to South America with the School.

Grammar warming up for Game 1 v Stade Francais, Santiago

Frederick Toll (III) climbing the Pre Andes
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Mr Rimmer, Mr Danks and Mr Clark
zip-lining at the Pre-Andes in Mendoza

During the June–July break, 27 boys
from Forms III and IV travelled with five
staff to Chile and Argentina. Landing in
Santiago, Chile to begin the tour, the group
immediately ventured to the seaport city
of Valparaíso, 120 kilometres north-west of
Santiago, a city dubbed ‘Little San Francisco’
due to the streetscape similarities; the graffiti
culture was of particular interest to the boys.
Settling back in Santiago, our first fixture
for the tour was played against Stade Francais.
With the sporting complex in the middle of
Santiago and the snow-capped Andes as the
backdrop, this was a great first foreign Rugby
experience. The two games played resulted
in a win for the Under 15s and a loss for
the Under 16s against an extremely physical
and possibly older opposition. Following the
game, the entire squad was hosted in the
clubhouse by Stade Francais in what was to
be the beginning of their amazing hospitality,
which continued for the entire tour.
Our next stop was Mendoza in Argentina,
at the foot of the Andes and the Malbec
capital of Argentina. A short and excitingly
bumpy flight over the Andes provided great
views of the mountains. Boys were billeted
in Mendoza with local families who were all
extremely excited to be hosting our boys.
After a marathon group training session
with the opposition and eating far too many
empanadas, we played our second fixture
against the Los Tordos club. Unfortunately,
the final score was not in our favour, but
the camaraderie between the Grammar boys
and our hosts was evident. The after-match
function continued well into the night,
teaching each other their language and
obviously having a great time.
An airline pilot strike temporarily
prevented the group moving onto Buenos
Aires, and saw us complemented a night’s
stay at the five-star Sheraton Hotel and the
opportunity to partake in the extreme activity
of zip lining on the Pre-Andes, becoming one
of the highlights of the trip.
After finally arriving in Buenos Aires and
taking a tour of the city including the La
Boca region, the group dinner at Siga La
Vaca (‘Follow the Cow’) more than satisfied
the protein quota of our diets. A selection of
chorizo, morcilla (blood sausage), chinchulines
(small intestines), entrana (skirt steak), vacio
(flank steak), tira de asado (short ribs) and a
salad bar seemed to hit the spot for the boys.
Then on to the beautiful town of San Pedro,
located two hours north-west of Buenos
Aires and situated alongside the Parana River.
San Pedro was a highlight for its welcoming
community and the asado that followed

Ari Stathis (III) leading the team out
v Tiro Federal, San Pedro

our third tour fixture, with both our teams
victorious against the club side of Tiro Federal.
Following on from San Pedro was our final
destination, going back to Buenos Aires to
be hosted by St Brendan’s College. From the
rural areas of Mendoza and the small town
environment of San Pedro, to the exclusivity
of the Buenos Aires elite was an interesting
contrast to experience. St Brendan’s College
was a significant fixture on tour, as Grammar
had previously faced this very like-minded
school some fifteen years prior. The match
enforced our similarities with a close battle,
finally going the way of our hosts.
Three long-haul flights for the return
journey back to Sydney provided ample
opportunity to reflect on their experiences.
It was pleasing to hear the boys discuss their
favourite moments on tour to be those of
being welcomed into communities by families
that were often vastly less privileged, but
for the common bond of playing rugby (and
Google Translate) they made a meaningful
and lasting connection.
Gracias América del Sur, para una
experiencia inolvidable. Adiós!

Bike tour in Santiago, Chile,
and (right); Chorizo on the
Asado at Tiro Federal, San Pedro

Grammar v St Brendan’s College, Buenos Aires
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Kokoda: A story of mateship
Rick Heathcote explains how participating in Grammar’s Kokoda Track tour with
each of his sons is the perfect ‘bonding’ experience.
It’s an early June morning and the
Grammar Kokoda contingent of 2017stand
before the Isurava Memorial for a solemn
commemorative service. Our historian and
guide, Gary Traynor, recounts in exacting
detail the battle at Isurava and how it
unfolded as over two thousand Japanese
advanced along the Track towards Port
Moresby. As Gary explains, it was a war
conducted at very close range, given the tight
confines of the jungle.
As the Last Post is played at the Memorial,
your eyes flick over the faces of the
Grammar boys who have chosen to follow
in the footsteps of these young Australian
soldiers. Each of them quietly soaking up
the experience and gazing at their jungle
surrounds or looking towards the four granite
sentinel stones, each inscribed with a single
word, ‘Courage’, ‘Endurance’, ‘Mateship’ or
‘Sacrifice’. These are the values and qualities
that best describe the soldiers who fought
along the Track and that are now embedded
in the minds of our boys.
Mr Whild, Mr Raeside and Ms Liu led
this year’s trek with a total of ten previous
Kokoda experiences between them, with
thirty-three boys and parents in tow,
supported by over 40 porters who live in
the various villages that dot the ninety-sixkilometre track.
On day one, the groups flew out of
Sydney on Air Niugini, landing in the tropical
frontier town of Port Moresby. The Bomana
War Cemetery was the main attraction for the
afternoon and lies within a beautiful garden
environment befitting the 3,824 graves that
are maintained by the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission ground staff. This is the
first time that the boys truly come face to face
with the sacrifices demanded of the campaign
as they view the neatly aligned grave markers
and present their research on their assigned
Old Sydneian casualties, who were killed in
action on the Track. It was a very moving
experience for all.
The next morning started with a short
flight to Popondetta and an unforgettable
truck ride to Kokoda Village where we meet
our porters. Each trekker is paired with a
porter who carries the main pack comprising
sixteen kilograms of food and equipment.
Our own packs are half that weight. As is
often the case, close bonds emerge with the
porters and many a time they have saved
a weary dad from a slippery fall. Their
forefathers were known as Fuzzy Wuzzy
Angels back in 1942, a name earned for
helping our wounded soldiers during the
Kokoda campaign.
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A typical day on the Track starts at dawn
with a soft and gentle wake-up tune from Mr
Raeside. It was usually, ‘Oh what a beautiful
morning…’ despite having only one verse
in his repertoire. A quick breakfast at the
campsite then have a briefing on what lies
ahead and the degree of difficulty that we are
likely to encounter – but it’s mostly met with
a ‘let’s go!’ by the boys.
For me, undertaking three hikes with
each of my three sons – Lachlan (OS 2015),
Cameron (V) and Thomas (III), was all
about sharing and enjoying the father-son

experience. Each trek was different in its
own right, each being full of challenges,
excitement and laughter. Spending nine days
camping in the Owen Stanley Ranges and
hiking through some of the most beautiful
scenery that the world has to offer causes
you to live in the moment and focus on the
mateship within your trekking group. Walking
the Track was a truly unique opportunity
offered by the School that will be forever
remembered by all of us.
Rick Heathcote

Approaching Ioribaiwa Village, the
furthest point of the Japanese advance
during the Kokoda campaign.

Eora Creek heading south out of Kokoda.
It is only with the help of the New Guinea porters
that these crossings can be attempted.

For me, undertaking three hikes with each
of my three sons was all about sharing and
enjoying the parent-son experience.

Lachlan and Rick
Heathcote in 2013

Thomas and Rick Heathcote in 2017
Rick and Cameron Heathcote in 2015
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The twenty-first century classroom –
A reflection
Dr Richard Malpass, Headmaster

“The question less frequently
asked seems to be the
more important and predetermining one: how is the
introduction of this technology
into a classroom going to
lead to a fundamentally
more meaningful learning
experience for our children?”
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I was struck recently by an archived article
I read from The Sydney Morning Herald,
advocating as it did the importance of
computer-centred teaching and learning in
the classroom. As it happens, the article was
written by a (then) student espousing the
value of such technology, claiming that ‘one
of the roles of a twenty-first century school
is to equip students in the best way possible
for life outside the classroom. In today’s
technology-reliant world, learning how to
effectively learn and work with technology
is an absolute necessity’(Segaert, 2016).
Certainly, proficiency in an age of ubiquitous
devices is essential, and perhaps inevitable,
regardless of the approaches adopted in the
school classroom.
Nonetheless, it seems that those two
discrete elements (the ubiquity of devices
and the life of the classroom) have been
increasingly been merged in the forwardthinking of so many educational leaders. A
somewhat convenient logic has asserted that
the existence of unprecedented technological
possibilities will ipso facto transform the
classroom to achieve unprecedented teaching
and learning. This aspirationally-crafted
and technologically-progressive ‘classroom’
is unsurprisingly termed the ‘twenty-first
century classroom’ by many, and its potential
is frequently projected as so impressive as
to dwarf the relatively limited classrooms of
former eras, bereft (as they might now be
seen) of our access to instantaneous online
information and effortlessly interconnected
approaches to work, general communication
and limitlessly-fascinating diversions.
Consequently, discussions in the field of
education in recent years are thus tightly
linked to the role to be played by laptops,
iPads and BOYDs (bring your own devices)
in that envisaged classroom.
A question facing schools across recent
years seems to have been how to integrate
the use of laptops, iPads and BOYDs into
the effective (or rather the more effective)
running of our classrooms. The question
less frequently asked seems to be the more
important and pre-determining one: how is
the introduction of this technology into a
classroom going to lead to a fundamentally
more meaningful learning experience for
our children? A school needs to be clear
on what it believes is the best learning
environment for its students. Laptops and
iPads are powerfully engaging devices, but
that does not in turn automatically amount to
them being better tools for children to learn
subject knowledge and develop cognitively
progressive skills.

We should guard against the risk of losing
focus on the essential qualities of a great
classroom (whatever the century), and the
core dynamic between a fine teacher and
his or her students. It has been often said
that students don’t in every case easily ‘learn
subjects’ but that in so many cases they ‘learn
teachers’, a seemingly flippant but often
highly relevant reflection of the primacy of
the teacher’s too frequently underestimated
role as the inspirer and engager of the young
people in their classroom. Over the years,
I’ve been privileged to witness and learn
from a very wide range of teachers across
five major schools in Australia and the UK.
As an observer of so very many lessons
delivered by other teachers, it has become
abundantly clear that the most effective
lessons were those in which the teacher’s
presence, his or her subject knowledge, that
palpable passion and communicative warmth
in sharing the experience of their topic
simply inspired the room.
By contrast, there seems to be a trend in
some recent thinking about pedagogy that the
teacher should take something of a backward
step, and largely cease to be the focus of
the lesson; rather, he or she should be a
facilitator. Instead, the focus should move
to ‘student-centred’ learning, a branding
that seemingly presumes to dismiss other

classrooms as monolithic chalk and talk. By
contrast, student-centred learning is at its
peak, I would argue, when a child is shielded
from distractions and utterly focused on the
idea-rich classroom that such an engaging
teacher has brought to academic life. Thus,
I do not think that such student-centric
learning can best come through the teacher
being limited to a facilitator who takes a
back seat to the laptop, instead alerting those
students to websites and setting them projects
to pursue.
I fear that too little consideration has been
given to what I’ll term the ‘lived experience
of the classroom’ when educational leaders
have seen fit to impose iPads and laptops
on every child. When I talk of that lived
experience of the classroom, I am thinking of
a number of aspects
Firstly, sustained student attention is
essential. Any teacher knows that the very
first duty is to have the attention of your
students, whatever their age and whatever
the topic. What is profoundly sought is the
dedicated and uninterrupted communication
between teacher and student, free from
diversion and unnecessary distraction.
The teacher in decades past who berated
the boy for mindlessly doodling in class
was bringing him in line for becoming
distracted. By contrast, the modern device,

notwithstanding its almost incalculable
internet reach, is nonetheless the triumph
of potentially near-infinite distraction with
the temptations of social media and the
sheer multiplicity of information on offer
instantaneously and ever-temptingly in
quick view. Recent research from the US has
offered the following:
‘Online content is more stimulating
than traditional classroom distracters (e.g.,
passing notes or talking), and interferes
even more with the student’s ability to learn
material. Results showed that students who
used laptops in class spent considerable time
multitasking and that the laptop use posed
a significant distraction to both users and
fellow students’(Fried, 2008).
Secondly, how much consideration
(and indeed meaningful research) has
been achieved to assert the cognitive
advantages of such devices in the classroom?
Much discussion seems to have skated
effortlessly over the impact on learning
techniques for those children who now
click and type as opposed to those who
once handwrote and drew. These are
fundamentally different experiences, and
such experiences are enormously significant
to the quality of learning for a student, of
any age. Furthermore, Wegner and Ward in
2013, when exploring the move away from
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The twenty-first century classroom –
A reflection
traditional rote-learning towards internetderived factual knowledge, concluded:
The advent of the ‘information age’ seems
to have created a generation of people who
feel they know more than ever before—when
their reliance on the Internet means that they
may know ever less about the world around
them(Scientific American, 2013).
For some time, research has suggested that
even when laptops are used solely to take
notes, they may still be impairing learning
because their use results in shallower
processing (Mueller & Oppenheimer, 2014).
These correlational studies have focused
on the capacity of laptops to distract and
to invite multitasking. Experimental tests
of immediate retention of class material
have also found that Internet browsing
impairs performance (Hembrooke & Gay,
2003). These findings are important but
relatively unsurprising, given the literature
on decrements in performance when
multitasking or task switching (e.g., Iqbal &
Horvitz, 2007; Rubinstein, Meyer, & Evans,
2001). I think Nicholas Carr of The Wall
Street Journal is right to question ‘what
happens to our minds when we allow a
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tool such dominion over our perception and
cognition’(Carr, 2017).
Thirdly, from an importantly pastoral
perspective, what might be the impact on our
boys and their social experience of Grammar
life if all were accustomed to classrooms in
which the laptop screen and internet were
their essential daily diet? One of the chief
delights of being involved with the life of
Grammar boys is to witness and be part
of their inexhaustible thirst for discussion
and debate, perhaps the key facet of our
collective intellectual life.
The opportunities for exciting learning
through various computer and device-based
approaches will continue to evolve and be
adopted by Grammar Masters as they see
appropriate. Thinking teleologically, we
should remind ourselves that laptops, iPads
and the like were not necessarily designed
to further the profession of education. There
may well be an intersection between their
various offerings and the best of educational
practice, but the craft of our Masters and
their classrooms together, with their exciting
Socratic dimensions, have more than a little
life in them yet.

“The most effective
lessons were those in
which the teacher’s
presence, his or her
subject knowledge, that
palpable passion and
communicative warmth in
sharing the experience of
their topic simply inspired
the room.”

Battle of Beersheba centenary
From the Archives
“Put Grant straight at it.”
October 31, 2017 marks the centenary of
one of the most famous battles in Australian
military history: the charge by the 4th and
12th Regiments of the Australian Light
Horse on Beersheba in Palestine, a small
town in what is now the country of Israel.
The above quote came from Old Sydneian
and Major General Harry Chauvel to his
regimental commander William Grant in
the late afternoon for his regiment to attack
the Turkish trenches holding the wells
of Beersheba, so important for the allied
advance in the region.
The description of the events leading up
to and the battle are well covered in the book
Chauvel of the Light Horse by (Major) Alec J
Hill, himself an Old Sydneian who taught at
Grammar from 1938 to 1940 and then from
1949 to 1965, commonly known to boys
as ‘The Baron’. The book is a biography of
Chauvel from boyhood to death and is an
extremely absorbing and well-researched
read, as you would expect if you knew
‘The Baron’.
It was an audacious plan to have these
mounted infantry undertake what proved
to be the last cavalry charge in a war where
the use of a horse was overwhelmingly

superseded. In the setting sun
with Chauvel watching from his
headquarters on a hill called
Khashim Zanna east of the town,
‘… squadron after squadron
in line swept into full view of
the enemy, the men grasping
their bayonets as if they were
swords’. They faced artillery
and rifle fire but fortunately
the enemy did not adjust their
rifle sights correctly towards the
fast-advancing charge. ‘Over
the Turks they went, leaping
the two lines of deep trenches,
and, dismounting on the farther
side, flung themselves into the
trenches…’ Dust and darkness
quickly concealed the scene
and it was not for half an hour that it was
reported to Chauvel that Beersheba was his.
Following the charge were the stretcher
bearers to assist the wounded, one of
whom was another Old Sydneian – NSW
and Australian Test cricketer Albert ‘Tibby’
Cotter. Cotter had joined the 12th Light Horse
Regiment in April 1915 at the age of thirtytwo and was shipped out to Gallipoli where
he languished until the final withdrawal on
20 December that year. The fearless job of
the stretcher bearers was admired by the
troops as they were exposed to enemy fire
without defence, working in pairs. He gained
a reputation for being courageous in the face
of his job’s obvious challenges, with claims
‘he behaved in action as a man without fear’.
It was during the Beersheba attack that
Cotter mysteriously died. The official account
says he was ‘shot dead by a Turk at close
range’; however, several other versions
came out later from returned soldiers who
gave a more glamourous description which

authorities liked because it encouraged the
‘epic formula’ war story. What was he doing
at close range? Was he close to the trenches?
Was he the unfortunate victim of a haphazard
bullet? Did a captured Turk pick up a rifle or
revolver when an Australian was not paying
attention? This would surely not have been
acceptable.
Suffice to say, he died while performing
his duty and how he died is how you choose
to perceive him: hero, larrikin or fool. The
photo of him lying in a row of dead the
next day, half covered by a blanket is tragic,
but probably as he would have liked – just
another trooper among his mates.
Mr RJW Cattlin
Left: Albert ‘Tibby’ Cotter
Above: An Old Boys’ Dinner with guest of honour Sir
Harry Chauvel (seated sixth from right) in Jerusalem,
1918 and Frank Hurley The 1st Brigade A.L.H. passing
through Bethlehem on their way to Jericho, Photo
courtesy of SLNSW
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The ‘Glorious Mother of Cities’
History master, Dr Alan Dearn, tells us about his time spent on an ancient
archaeological site in the searing summer heat of Serbia.

Above: The Sirmium
site at Glac, just outside
Sremska Mitrovica
Right: Ancient Roman
mosaic flooring
Below: Dr Dearn on site
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In the July holidays this year, I spent a couple
of weeks wielding a pick in a field in the
eastern European country of Serbia for eight
hours a day and in temperatures in the high
thirties. But I loved every minute of it, and
hope soon to be able to share this experience
with interested Grammar boys.
About an hour from Serbia’s capital
Belgrade, on the River Sava, lies the small
town of Sremska Mitrovica. The town sits
in the midst of absolutely flat and very
fertile agricultural land, close to the borders
of Bosnia-Herzegovina and Croatia. It is a
very pleasant town to visit, mainly due to
its hospitable and friendly people, but it is
also a town suffering economically, with
around 40 percent unemployment. However,
what makes it particularly worth visiting for
an ancient historian from Australia is that
Mitrovica is built on top of the Roman town
of Sirmium.
During the third and fourth centuries
AD, Serbia was one of the most important
parts of the Roman Empire. The province
of Pannonia, as it was then, was a major
military zone supporting the all-important
frontier along the River Danube. As a result,
during the political instability and civil war
that threatened the Empire during the third
century, a succession of military strongmen
who originated in Pannonia usurped power
and had themselves declared emperor by the
army. A fact that even most modern Serbs
don’t know is that more emperors were born
within the borders of Serbia than in any part
of the Roman Empire outside Italy – around
seventeen in total. Of these, ten were born
in or around Sirmium, which acted as an
imperial residence and capital city. Sirmium
was a place where emperors came to power
and plotted against each other, and a place
they beautified to add to their prestige. The
Roman historian Ammianus Marcellinus,
writing during the 380s, even preferred
Sirmium to Rome, calling it the ‘glorious
mother of cities’.
It requires a leap of imagination to
associate modern Sremska Mitrovica with
this centre of Roman power, and yet the
signs are there for those who seek them out.
The urban layout still shows the influence
of Roman planning, and a significant dip
in the flat streets through the middle of the
town shows that you are walking across
the largest unexcavated hippodrome (horse
racing arena) from the Roman Empire. The
town boasts a small but excellent museum
showcasing the Roman city, and parts of
a few buildings are excavated within the
town, including the Imperial Palace with its

The centre of town, Sremska Mitrovica

gorgeous mosaics. Whenever a new building
is constructed in Mitrovica, more traces of
the Roman city emerge, but archaeology
is obviously limited by the modern town.
However, this year a major Australian-Serbian
archaeological project began work at a site
called Glac, which does not suffer from these
constraints.
It has long been known that a major
Roman site lay in a field just outside
Mitrovica, on the banks of the Sava at Glac.
As early as World War I, a regiment of AustroHungarian troops digging trenches sent news
back to Vienna that they had uncovered a
Roman mosaic there. However, the site has
never been systematically excavated. All this
is now changing with the beginning of this

archaeological project, headed by Professor
Richard Miles from the University of Sydney
and Dr Stefan Pop-Lazic from the Serbian
Institute of Archaeology. This year the Glac
Project had its first digging season, which
exceeded the team’s expectations as to the
size and significance of the site.
One of the things that makes the site at
Glac so exciting is that the team already has
a good idea of what we are excavating. As
any boy who has studied Form III Elective
History should be able to tell you, the soldieremperor Maximian Herculius was appointed
by his colleague Diocletian in 285 AD, and
with two junior emperors ruled the Empire as
a member of a Tetrarchy, finally being killed
on the orders of the emperor Constantine

“The Roman historian
Ammianus Marcellinus,
writing during the 380s,
even preferred Sirmium
to Rome, calling it the
‘glorious mother of cities’.”
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The ‘Glorious Mother of Cities’

Roman ruins in Sremska Mitrovica

in 310 AD. Maximian was born just outside
Sirmium, and the Roman historian Aurelius
Victor describes him as ‘… fierce by nature,
burning with lust, stolid in his counsels, of
rustic and Pannonian stock’. He goes on
to state that Maximian built a palace close
to Sirmium, at the place where his parents
had once worked for wages – perhaps as
a way of recognising his humble origins
but showing how high this local boy had
risen. A number of clues make it likely that
Glac was the site of Maximian’s palace.
Certainly the initial excavations this year have
shown that we are dealing with a very large
building complex that was constructed from
prestigious and expensive materials such as
imported marble, and adorned with complex
and beautiful mosaic floorings. The site was
also occupied and reused over centuries,
with one of the discoveries this year being a
Germanic grave, probably from the fifth to
seventh centuries, that had been dug down
through the floor of the Roman building,
presumably at a time when it already lay in
ruins.
As education officer for the Glac Project,
part of my ongoing role will be to work with
my Serbian colleagues to develop educational
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programs to help the young people of
Mitrovica to feel a sense of connection
with the excavations at Glac, and with the
Roman heritage of their town in general. As
a master at Grammar, my goal is to use this
project to help build bridges between our
boys and their peers in Mitrovica, and to
develop opportunities for Grammar boys to
experience life on an archaeological dig in a
country very different to our own. With the
enthusiastic support of Dr Malpass, we are
now working to build a strong relationship
between Grammar and the Sremska Mitrovica
Gimnazija (academic high school), which will
hopefully lead to opportunities for visits and
exchanges from 2019.
The Glac Project will continue to develop
and grow over at least the next decade, and
likely much longer. It is a huge undertaking
that has the potential to add greatly to our
understanding of late Roman imperial politics,
to impact positively on the town of Mitrovica
and to foster closer links between Australia
and the Republic of Serbia. Grammar is now
a partner in the Glac Project, and it will offer
extraordinary opportunities for interested
pupils from our school and for their
counterparts from the Mitrovica Gimnazija.

“My goal is to use this
project to help build
bridges between our
boys and their peers
in Mitrovica, and to
develop opportunities
for Grammar boys to
experience life on an
archaeological dig in a
country very different to
our own.”

GRAMMAR GENERATIONS
Ms Helen Bos joined the History department staff during Term III, and having both a father and
grandfather with connections to Grammar, tells us about their long-standing loyalties to the School.

Edwards (top left) SGS staff that served during World
War II - Lieut Corp IM Edwards, Lieut LW Webster,
Lieut Corp F Holloway, Capt CD Taylor, Capt AJ Hill

Kerry Bos in his leaving year of 1959 and as a pilot in
World War II

History master Helen Bos in the classroom

Grammar is a hive of activity,
but what struck me most
was the strong sense of
community: although I have
always taught in supportive,
positive school environments,
I had never experienced
anything quite like it before. It
has enabled me to understand
the strong loyalty to Grammar
of my father, Kerry Bos (OS
1959), his brother Michael (OS
1953) and my grandfather Ian
Edwards, a master at Grammar
for over thirty years, becoming
affectionately known as
‘Butch’ to his pupils.
Edwards was Sports master,
Second English Master and
then Senior English Master in his time at
Grammar from 1939, and then after World
War II from 1946 to 1968. Rhodes Scholar
at Oxford University’s Balliol College, and
considered a very good footballer, touring
France playing rugby when at college,
Edwards was ‘among the best Sports masters’
according to Headmaster Colin Healey, being
a first-class organiser with ‘high standards of
sportsmanship’ and considerable devotion
to duty1. When war broke out in 1939, my
grandfather was an early enlistment in the
AIF. During the next six years, he saw active
service in North Africa as one of the ‘Rats of
Tobruk’, in Papua New Guinea, and as one
of General MacArthur’s intelligence officers in
the Philippines.
Edwards was actually away on a ski trip
with a group of Grammar boys when war
was declared. He rang the School to ask if
he should bring the boys straight back to
Sydney. The School and parents of the boys
both took the view that it may actually be
a long time before they all had the chance
for another holiday and agreed they should
just make the most of their time there. So
they made sure to enjoy that ski trip before
immediately all enlisting upon their return.
A rugby blue from the University of
Sydney, Edwards coached the Grammar First
XV for many years. He also had a great love
of cricket and athletics, and I remember,
in the years following his retirement, he
would often spend his Saturday mornings
at Weigall watching from the sidelines. As a
pupil, Jim Cattlin (OS 1961) remembers him
as appearing very stoic, but I knew he had a
keen sense of humour. A colleague Mr Bob
Ross recalled a staff meeting in the Common
Room when Headmaster Colin Healey
announced school numbers had reached

exactly 1,001. Edwards always attended these
meetings with his feet up and eyes shut, and
without opening his eyes called out, ‘the
result of 1,001 nights, no doubt…’
Many Old Sydneians came to visit
him in the last few years of his life. They
remembered his profound knowledge and
quick wit, igniting the rapport he established
with his pupils. Alistair Hazard (OS 1948)
in the eulogy he delivered at his funeral,
affectionately likened him to Hollywood actor
Robin Williams’ character John Keating in the
film Dead Poets Society.
My father, Kerry Bos, attended Grammar
for seven years, firstly at St Ives Preparatory
School and then College Street, where he
was a member of the Air Training Corps,
rifle team and the rowing VIII. He joined the
ATC as a cadet in 1955, eventually becoming
a Sergeant. In his final year, as Senior Air
Cadet, he was assigned an office located
upstairs next to Big School, shared with the
Sports master Mr Ian Edwards – his future
father-in-law.
After Grammar, Kerry went on to study
Aeronautical Engineering at the University of
Sydney, where he was resident at St Paul’s
College. He spent most of his career in the
Royal Australian Air Force, and postings
included RAAF Base Butterworth in Malaysia,
in the late 1960s during the Vietnam War,
and then later Wright Patterson USAF Base
in Ohio as a liaison officer on the F-111
fighter-bomber project. He retired as a Wing
Commander before taking a civilian post
in the Department of Defence in Canberra.
Kerry was an enthusiastic attendee of Old
Sydneians’ reunions, attending one less than
a year before he died in October 2015.
My own time at Grammar, though much
briefer, has allowed me to see that the
same culture which inspired this loyalty in
my father and grandfather continues to be
a feature of Grammar life. What initially
struck me was what a happy place it is,
with friendly and helpful staff and boys
who seem genuinely glad to be there. The
boys appeared to me to approach their time
at School with the aim of making the most
of the many opportunities which Grammar
offers them. Above all, they impressed me
with their genuine interest and enquiring
approach to their studies, as well as their
maturity, natural courtesy and good humour.
I have thoroughly enjoyed everyone’s energy,
professionalism and cheerfulness, including
and especially the boys.
1 Turney, Clifford, Grammar: A History of Sydney Grammar School,
1819–1988, Allen and Unwin, Sydney, 1989, page 268.
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POSTCARDS
We hear from five Old Sydneians making their mark at home and abroad.

Photo by Tim
Bauer (OS 1977)

Oliver Brown (OS 1987)
Archaeologist and wild food enthusiast
Sydney

Craig Gillespie (OS 1984)
Film and Television Director
Los Angeles
I’m sure there are many of you who have a
clear plan and have been working towards
that goal all through high school. I am
equally sure there are a few of you with no
idea what is next. I certainly had no idea.
Academically, Grammar had been a
challenge for me. Despite my best efforts, I
often found myself in the middle of the pack.
It left me feeling I was of average intelligence
despite being in the most academically
rigorous school in the country. Paradoxically,
once graduating, it gave me an enormous
sense of pride and confidence as I entered
into the world with that academic foundation.
As with many of my peers, I stayed on
that academic trajectory and went to Sydney
University. Having no idea what I wanted
to do, and no passion for economics and
computer science, I lasted all of one term.
I dropped out, and with very few options,
enrolled in the School of Visual Arts in
Sydney. I had always dabbled in art but had
never taken it seriously as a career. Here, I
found my passion.
At the end of the first year at the School
of Visual Arts I won a full scholarship to the
School of Visual Arts in New York. I was
still unsure of my career, but very quickly
zeroed-in on graphic design and advertising.
I got my first job at J Walter Thompson as
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an art director, and over the course of eight
years worked at five different agencies in
New York on many high profile accounts.
I primarily worked on commercials – and
loved it – but was still not satisfied. Being in
close proximity to commercial directors and
watching them work, I realised that was what
I truly wanted to do – I was 23 years old.
On weekends I would rent film cameras and
shoot ‘spec’ commercials around New York.
After five years of compiling a reel I finally
got signed at my first production company at
the age of 28.
Over the last 20 years, I’ve been fortunate
enough to shoot hundreds of commercials
and I still love it. I moved to Los Angeles
in 2001 with my family. My career then
expanded into film and television. I’ve done
several TV projects, including The United
States of Tara with Australian actress Toni
Collette, but have spent most of my time in
film. One of my proudest achievements was
Lars and the Real Girl starring Ryan Gosling.
I’ve just completed shooting my sixth film,
I, Tonya starring Margot Robbie which will
open later this year.
For those of you who may still be deciding
on what path to take as they leave school, my
only advice is what worked for me: Don’t do
what is expected of you, do what you love.

At Grammar, it must be said, I didn’t have a
clue where I would end up. I played rugby,
made friends who I still hang out with today
and had a passable crack at the natural
sciences subjects that most engaged me. I
then went to university and gained some
credits that went to an eventual archaeology
degree ten years later. But mostly, itchy feet
had the better of me and I roamed, working
along the way, in Asia, New Zealand,
across Australia, the States and the UK.
Settling down back home had to wait until
my thirties, working in Aboriginal cultural
heritage management.
All along, a passion for wild and
homegrown food and all its close interaction
with nature simmered away. I fished, hunted,
grew vegies, kept bees and chickens and
foraged wild food in so much of my spare
time that eventually I was ready to do
something big. Last year, while living an
otherwise fairly ordinary Sydney family life,
I did it: I spent an entire year living almost
entirely on wild and homegrown food.
Perhaps it was my mid-life crisis. And if
it was, then perhaps such crises get a bad
rap, because now there is no looking back.
I find myself closing in on age 50 with my
career wandering yet again, this time towards
teaching and writing about wild food.
Knowing where food really comes from is a
seemingly simple thing, but I have come to
see it as matched only by love, family and
knowledge as one of the secrets to a good life.

Richard Leslie Francis-Bruce
AM (OS 1967)

Richard Scheinberg AM
(OS 1975)

Film Editor
Los Angeles

Managing Director, Land Developer
and Philanthropist
Sydney

I’ve always had a passion for photography
and film. My father worked as a
cinematographer in Hollywood in the 1920s,
and I too wanted to pursue that career path.
But my circumstances sent me into film
editing instead, and after leaving Grammar, I
joined the film department at the Australian
Broadcasting Corporation. There was no film
school in Australia at that time, but working
the ABC turned out to be a great substitute,
and I learnt a lot there. For the next 15 years
I worked as an assistant, then an editor in
news and current affairs, documentaries and
finally drama productions.
I admired the films of David Lean, namely
Lawrence of Arabia, Doctor Zhivago and
Ryan’s Daughter, drawing me into a desire to
work as an editor in feature films. I eventually
left the ABC and worked for many Kennedy/
Miller television miniseries productions
including The Dismissal (1983) about the
Gough Whitlam dismissal as Prime Minister,
Bodyline (1984) a dramatization of the 1932–
33 Test cricket series between England and
Australia and Cowra Breakout (1985) on the
friendship between an Australian soldier and
Japanese prisoner during the Second World
War. I then edited George Miller’s Mad Max:
Beyond Thunderdome (1985).
When Miller went to the United States to
direct The Witches of Eastwick (1987), he
asked me to edit it. This turned out to be a
lot harder than expected, but after getting the
appropriate work visas I was on my way to
the US. It opened a door to Hollywood which
exceeded all my expectations and allowed me
to pursue a career in feature film production.
I have now been working in the film
industry in Los Angeles for 30 years. The titles
I’m most proud of are the Academy Award
winning The Shawshank Redemption (1994),
Seven (1995), Air Force One (1997), Harry
Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone (2001) and
Oblivion (2013) starring Tom Cruise.

Tim Bauer (OS 1977)
Freelance and Press Photographer
Sydney
In my leaving year of 1977, Malcolm Fraser
was Prime Minister, Neville Wran was the
NSW Premier and Elvis died. We were all
listening to Boz Scaggs do the Lido Shuffle,
Peter Allen go to Rio, and witnessing the
birth of Punk with The Sex Pistols.
It was going to Grammar that opened
my eyes to other worlds. Coming from the
leafy North Shore, the daily commute by
train to school and the walk back from
Weigall after sport through Kings Cross
was always an adventure. There were the
interesting characters in Hyde Park whom I
was fascinated by and whose lives I wanted
to document, as I was already very into
photography.
From age thirteen, I had been processing
my own films and making prints in my small
home darkroom in Roseville. At age fifteen,
I remember photographing an imposing
gentleman known as the German Knife
Sharpener. Then at seventeen, I found myself
watching and photographing open heart
surgery. After completing my HSC, I began a
cadetship as a press photographer at
The Sydney Morning Herald. Then in 1980,
Azaria Chamberlain disappeared, and so did
I to London, to capture more of the world
as a self-employed photographer, which I
remain today.
London was to be home off and during
the 1980s. During this period I photographed
Andy Warhol, Audrey Hepburn, Jerry Hall
and many other high profile people of the
day, as well as shooting for many feature
stories for the press. Since being back in
Australia, I have photographed the last
six Prime Ministers of Australia including
Malcolm Turnbull (OS 1972), and I continue
to document the world through my lens.

The mark of a good school is not what is
taught in the syllabus, but what is taught
beyond, as it was with my experience at
Grammar. Under Headmaster Mackerras, the
masters were encouraged to teach beyond
the course work, and the boys were equally
encouraged to undertake studies beyond the
HSC. A group of like-minded boys in my year
pursued evening courses in mathematics,
philosophy and the arts.
After school I went to work in real estate
investment. I returned to University of Sydney
to complete a degree in Arts majoring in
Philosophy. Although I worked throughout
those studies, it was what I did beyond my
career which gave the most reward.
Even during my school years in 1971, I was
demonstrating in support of ‘Refuseniks’ in
Russia; those who were refused exit permits
from the Soviet Union. I attended the famous
“It’s Time” address by Gough Whitlam at the
Anzac Auditorium in 1972, just across the
road from the School in College Street.
I was active in philanthropy in my midtwenties and later was appointed to the board
of several medical charities (Microsearch
Foundation and the Sydney University
Medical Foundation), Jewish community
charities (Jewish Communal Appeal, Kesser
Torah College, Yeshiva College and Australia
Israel Jewish Affairs Council) and real estate
industry representative bodies.
I was awarded a Member of Australia Honour
in the Queen’s Birthday Honours this year for
my work in philanthropy.
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THE TIES THAT BIND
Old Sydneians continue to reunite and to rekindle their friendships, forged during
their School years at Grammar.

Melbourne Reunion
A very enjoyable lunch for Old Boys in and
around Melbourne was held on Thursday
22nd June at Noir Restaurant in Richmond,
hosted by Tony Johnston (OS 1955). Their
special guest was Sebastian Chan (OS 1990),
Chief Experience Officer at the Australian
Centre for the Moving Image, Melbourne.

1992 25-year Reunion
Above:Dr Malpass and Ian
Plater; and (left) Ian Plater
and Bill Dive)

Philip Freeman and Angus Boy organised
the 1992 leavers to celebrate their 25th
anniversary on Friday 8 September with
drinks at the Royal Oak Hotel, Double Bay.

OSU Annual Dinner
The 2017 Old Sydneians’ Union Annual Dinner was held in Big School on Thursday 17 August.
President of the OSU, Mr Ian Plater (OS 1969) and Headmaster Dr Richard Malpass (OS 1994),
extended a warm welcome to everyone. The inaugural award of ‘Old Sydneian of the Year’ was
given to Mr Bill Dive (OS 1958), honorary secretary of the OSU, for his outstanding contribution
to the OSU and the AAGPS.

1962 55-year Reunion Cocktail Party

Richard Short, Bruce Wallis, Simon Taylor and
Michael Sharp.

A tour of College Street with the Headmaster Dr Malpass followed by drinks to celebrate
the 55th anniversary reunion of the 1962 Leavers was organised by James Barkell, Ross
Hindmarsh and David Hunt.

1982 35-year Reunion
Michael Sharp organised drinks for the 1982
leavers to celebrate their 35th anniversary on
Friday 27 October at The Light Brigade Hotel,
Woollahra.

Other Reunions
1957 60-year Reunion Lunch at The Lord
Dudley Hotel Woollahra Friday 10 November.
1945-46-47 Annual Lunch in Wallace King
Room, College Street Friday 24 November.
2012 5-year Reunion Drinks at The Lord
Dudley Hotel, Woollahra Friday 24 November.
For more news on Old Sydneian events, or to
sign up to the Old Sydneians’ e-Newsletter,
emailed every term, please contact the School’s
Alumni Officer Wendy Scotter on (02) 9332 5843
or at wes@sydgram.nsw.edu.au.
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1967 50-year Reunion
Richard Allsop, David Archbold and
David Barron organised an enjoyable 50th
anniversary lunch of the 1967 leavers at
The Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron Club in
Kirribilli on Friday 20 October.

1950-51-52 Annual Lunch

1977 40-year Reunion Dinner
The 1977 leavers celebrated their 40th anniversary reunion at Weigall Pavilion on
Saturday 21 October and also had a tour of College Street with Headmaster Dr Malpass
on the afternoon of Friday 20 October. Organisers: Philip Gengos and Craig Duly.

The Annual Lunch for 1950, 1951 and 1952
school leavers was held on Friday 27 October
at Weigall Pavilion, hosted by the organising
committee of John Wood (OS 1950),
John Edwards (OS 1951), Don Middleton,
Tony Lister, Ken Turner and Warren Walker
(all OS 1952).

1997 20-year Reunion
Drinks were enjoyed by the 1997 leavers to
celebrate their 20th anniversary on Saturday
28 October at the East Village Hotel in
Darlinghurst. The organisers were Oliver
Pennington and Tom O’Callaghan.

Queen’s Birthday honours
Richard Leslie Francis-Bruce AM
(OS 1967)
For significant service to film production
as an editor, and to the Australian film
industry as a role model and ambassador.

Richard Barney Scheinberg AM
(OS 1975)
For significant service to the community
through philanthropic support for
educational, youth, medical, cultural
relations and social welfare groups.

John Dudley McPhee AM (OS 1949)

1972 45-year Reunion Dinner
Nearly eighty Old Sydneians from the 1972 leaving year gathered in Big School in College Street
for their anticipated 45-year reunion, joined by fellow 1972-leaver Prime Minister The Hon.
Malcolm Turnbull. Organisers Craig Moran and Peter Kindred were very pleased with the turnout, including an appearance by Dr Malpass (OS 1994), who warmly welcomed them back to
the School.

For significant service to the community
through the road transport industry in the
area of supply chain and logistics.
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FRONT COVER IMAGE:
A team effort — Year Two Edgecliff Prep boys,
L-R: Joseph Walsh, David Walsh, Raphael Gibson,
William Saw, Xavier Chylek, Felix Bourne and Alexander Barry.
BACK COVER IMAGE:
Arkie Owen (VI) working on his HSC Art major work.
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