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From the Editor

Pre-season games in testing conditions

B

y the time this edition of SGS magazine reaches you, Dr Richard Malpass
will have concluded his first term at the School as Headmaster. We
welcome Dr Malpass, his wife Zarith and son Zachary most warmly. As an Old
Sydneian and with experience at four schools both in Australia and the UK,
Dr Malpass brings fresh perspectives and old affections to bear on his
stewardship of the School. It is an exciting time to be at Grammar.
Amongst other things, SGS magazine gives us the opportunity to celebrate
some of the extraordinary achievements by current boys. In this edition
you can read about the boys who attracted world-wide attention by creating
the active ingredient used in the medicine Daraprim at a fraction of its
commercial value in the US. Other pages reveal remarkable accomplishments
in sport, music, drama and debating, not to mention academic matters. Some
of the finest writing and film-making by our Sixth Formers is on display. And
we hear from one Grammar boy who regards himself as totally unremarkable
despite being blind.
With best wishes to everyone in the Grammar community from all at
St Ives, Edgecliff and College Street.
Philip Barr – Editor
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Jottings
Welcome, Dr Malpass!
All of us at Grammar – boys, staff, parents, Old
Sydneians and friends of the School – offer the warmest
of welcomes to Dr Richard Malpass as he starts his
term of office as Grammar’s twelfth Headmaster. An
Old Sydneian himself, Dr Malpass is no stranger to the
School. He is a career schoolmaster who has previously
taught in four schools both here and in the UK, most
recently at Christ’s Hospital, Sussex, where he was
Assistant Headmaster. We extend an equally warm
welcome to his wife Zarith and to his son Zachary as
they, too, settle into their new home. In his first term
at College Street, Dr Malpass has wasted no time in
getting to know the boys and his colleagues. We look
forward to an exciting time ahead as he makes his own
distinctive mark on the School for which he already
holds such a great affection.

The Headmaster

Mackerras Theatre renovations
The Alastair Mackerras Theatre at College Street
was originally built in 1983. Major renovations to
this 800-seat facility commenced in December 2016
and were completed in May this year. The scope
of works involves a significant aesthetic upgrade
including replacement of theatre seats, rendering
and painting of walls and improvements to house
lighting. There has also been a significant technical
upgrade, including a state of the art sound and
audio-visual system as well as improved theatre
lighting. The renovated space will continue to
support the Drama programme, but it is expected
that the improvements will also support a much
wider range of activities.

Cooper Rice-Brading
Cooper Rice-Brading, currently
in Form VI, was diagnosed with
osteosarcoma on 26 February 2016.
His Foundation, CRBF (www.CRBF.
org.au), raises funding for critical
research into sarcoma, a rare bone
cancer.
Cooper’s mother, Tania, writes:
‘A cancer diagnosis is swift,
confronting, and life-changing.
It can cause destruction, leaving
the patient a mere shell of his/her
physical and mental self.
Fortunately, the human spirit is
remarkable, facilitating both body
Cooper Rice-Brading
and mind to navigate the myriad
daily challenges.
For Cooper, the greatest challenge is not the intense physical pain from an
array of treatments and surgeries, but the mental strain of facing his mortality
at such a young age.
Cooper has mentioned on many occasions he yearns for his former life.
His dream? The normalcy of attending school, playing cricket with friends,
homework, and feeling like an eighteen year-old. His mind frequently wanders
to a time where his only real life pressure was producing an ATAR worthy of
the outstanding education he has received at Grammar.
He works harder than ever before to fight his condition, to apply himself
academically and, where physically possible, to excel at cricket. The goal is
no longer a 90+ ATAR or a five-wicket haul, the goal is simply to make every
moment count, and to make a difference.
Countless months in surgeries, hospitals and operating theatres revealed a
common thread: Old Sydneians are making an immense mark in the field of
medicine, coupling a privileged education and hard work to make a profound
impact on the lives of patients like Cooper.
With the HSC imminent, it is a timely reminder, albeit clichéd, to follow our
dreams, to be the best we can be and to make the most of every moment of this
unique life we have been given.’

SGS WINTER 2017 3

Jottings
Stand Up, Sing Out!

Photo courtesy Louise Kennerley

On Sunday 27 November, Grammar hosted
the inaugural ‘Stand Up, Sing Out Sydney’
event. Over 900 singers (men, women
and children) came from all over Sydney
and interstate to the John Vallance Hall
to rehearse and record songs with singersongwriters, Christine Anu and Lior Attar.
Hummingsong Community Choirs, a
network of choirs based on the North Shore
and Northern Beaches, produced the event.
Sopranos, altos, tenors and basses rehearsed
in separate spaces around the school to learn
their parts for three songs, ‘This Old Love’
by Lior, ‘Respect’ by Otis Reading (made
famous by Aretha Franklin) and ‘Ke Arona’,
a traditional a capella number. Everyone
then re-united to record a YouTube video
to promote the power of singing in the
community (https://youtube/rrqXExMh4My) to raise funds for and awareness of the
cause of domestic violence.

Reelise Film
Festival
Congratulations to Joshua
Lowinger, Jack Brown, Nikhil
Ahuja and Alex Lau (all V)
who acted in, filmed and
helped to produce a short
film which was one of twenty
finalists in the Reelise Film
Festival, an annual, volunteerrun short film competition for
teen and young adult filmmakers. The competition aims
at spreading awareness about
mental health and the harms
of cyber-bullying. Many of
the movies focus on themes
such as anxiety, homophobia
and depression, and spread a
pretty powerful message. The
Grammar boys’ film, In Reel
Life, won the People’s Choice
Award 2017 for best film.

Families Past and Present
As part of the ‘Families Past and Present’ History
unit at St Ives Preparatory, each Year 1 boy made a
History Box. They each selected and brought in from
home six artefacts of personal historical significance
which captured early family history, the boys’
own time as babies, family celebrations, starting
school, something to represent the present day and
something they anticipate in the future. In class the
boys wrote paragraphs to describe the background
and significance of each item which they stuck
on each face of their box. Our unit culminated in
a special Grandparents Morning where the boys
were able to share their History Box with their
grandparents.

Christine Anu, Anna Humberstone (Director of
Hummingsong Choirs) and Lior Attar

Old Boy band at ‘Vivid’
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On Sunday 4 June, ‘Dappled Cities’, a
band featuring four Old Sydneians Tim
Derricourt, Dave Rennick, Alex Moore
and Ned Cooke (all OS 2000), played the
City Recital Hall as part of Vivid Live.
Having been together for twenty years, the
show at Vivid marked the launch of their
fifth album (appropriately titled ‘5’ or IIIII)
and was quite a spectacle. In collaboration
with Californian artist Paul Juno,
design team Studio Days and lighting
extraordinaire Lynden Gare, the concert
featured a monolithic lighting design
accompanying songs from the band’s latest
album and favourite tracks from their
previous albums.

Phil Heffernan retires

Phil took over as Sportsmaster in 1979

The joy of volunteering

Edgecliff Headmaster, Dr Matthew McCloskey writes:

Indra Roy (IV) writes:

After forty-one years of distinguished service at Edgecliff, Mr Phil Heffernan (pictured
below) will be retiring early next term. Mr Heffernan was appointed as a classroom
teacher in 1977 and took over as Sportsmaster in 1979. He has taken great pride in
developing a sporting programme which caters for all boys’ abilities whilst providing
them with a positive, enjoyable experience.
Mr Heffernan has held the position of Senior Master for thirty-three years, including
two terms as Acting Headmaster. He has worked with all
five Headmasters at the Edgecliff Preparatory School. He
has been a loyal employee of the School and his wisdom
will be sorely missed.
Mr Heffernan is highly regarded by parents, and
colleagues will particularly miss his camaraderie. There
is a strong sense, though, that Mr Heffernan will miss the
boys most of all. He has always enjoyed their company
and sought to do all he could to ensure that their school
years at Edgecliff are happy and memorable.
The School is immensely grateful for Mr Heffernan’s
loyalty and the extraordinary contribution he has made to
the well-being of Edgecliff. We wish him every happiness
in retirement.

‘Two years ago I started volunteering at the
Holdsworth Community Centre, where
they hold programmes for children with
developmental disabilities. Going into the
centre for the first time, I was a little timid
as to how I would interact with the children.
Little did I know how much I would grow to
love it and two years down the track would
still be volunteering. I work directly with
the children on various activities such as art
programmes, road safety workshops and
sport. Working with the children is not easy,
as behaviour and communication can often
be challenging. Many people who have not
had the opportunity to interact with children
with special needs often view them with fear
and pity. What they don’t understand is that
those affected by a disability are much like
us. I have met people who just love dancing,
reading, playing sport and making art. I have
come to learn the rewards of helping those
who are less privileged than myself.

Tim Sargeant addresses the boys

Memorial oars presented

Diana Ng presents Alex with his oar

Three sets of new rowing oars were presented to members of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd VIIIs by
the Parents and Friends of the Boat Club Association in memory of Dr Steven Ng, father
of Alexander (VI), who passed away after a short illness last year. Dr Ng was a very keen
supporter of rowing at the School. At a brief ceremony following a training session at the
Boatshed early in March, the President of the Association, Mr Tim Sargeant, spoke to the
boys and parents before asking Mrs Diana Ng to present the oars. The 3rd VIII went on to
win their event at the Head of the River on 18 March.

Indra Roy (IV) and one of his students

Below: Finish of 3rd VIIIs

SGS WINTER 2017 5

Jottings

Dido and Aeneas
On Sunday 26 March the Sydneian
Bach Choir and Orchestra presented a
special concert performance of Henry
Purcell’s opera, Dido and Aeneas. This
was a significant occasion as it was
the last time that Dr John Vallance
performed with the group. Dr Vallance
had played harpsichord in many
Bach cantata performances since the
project’s inception in 2001. The choir
and orchestra, made up of staff, Old
Sydneians and parents, performed to a
large and appreciative audience in Big
School. At the conclusion of the concert,
the choir thanked Dr Vallance for his
enormous support over the last eighteen
years and presented him with a special
Suiseki stone sculpture as token of their
appreciation.

Form I camp
Form I Camp was held at the end of Term I
at Myuna Bay Sport and Recreation Centre.
It was a great opportunity for boys to make
new friends and challenge themselves
outside of the classroom environment and sometimes beyond their comfort zone. Boys
participated in high ropes activities, sailing, the giant swing, canoeing, mountain bike
riding and much more. All of the boys had a wonderful
time – even doing the washing up!

Harry Macdonald OAM
Old Boys who remember him will be saddened
to hear of the death on 3 April this year of
former Grammar master and Old Sydneian,
Harry Macdonald. Harry taught English at
Grammar from 1951 to 1971. Globe Players
and cricket were two of the many cocurricular activities he became involved in
and he was later House Master at the School
House. Harry’s two sons Andrew and Ian also
attended the School. After leaving Grammar
he was Headmaster of Peninsular Grammar
School, Victoria for twenty years. His funeral
was held in the chapel there on 13 April,
presided over by the Anglican Primate and
Archbishop of Melbourne, Dr Philip Freier.
6 SGS WINTER 2017

Fanfare
At the age of 17, Alexander Lau (V) (pictured below with
Dr Nicholas Vines) is already an accomplished composer.
He has several serious accolades under his belt, including a
win in the 2015 Artology Fanfare Competition, which saw
his work ‘Beyond the Clouds’ broadcast throughout the
public spaces of the Sydney Opera House. More recently,
his ‘Radiant Southern Cross’ for brass and percussion was
selected to open the 2017 Australian Combined Schools
Music Festival, having won its Fanfare Composition
Competition. He has also delved into film music, notably
with the score for the short ‘In Reel Life’ (see Jotting
‘Reelise Film Festival’). He is a stalwart of the Senior
Composition Club run by Dr Vines and his music has been
a highlight at numerous School events. Certainly the stellar
performance by the Senior Piano Quintet of a movement
from his ‘The Hunter and the Lynx’ was a wonderful way to
close Dr Malpass’s inaugural assembly.

Farewell Dr Vallance!

PROJECTS ABROAD

The School community paid tribute to Dr Vallance’s eighteen years of distinguished
service to the School as Headmaster in a series of farewell events leading up to his
departure on Friday 7 April.
A farewell concert on Thursday 30 March saw a glittering display of musical talent by
current and former pupils. Dr Vallance himself introduced each item and dedicated them
to colleagues, parents and the boys. Chairman of Trustees, David Kirk, paid tribute to Dr
Vallance’s work and announced that the New Hall is to be renamed John Vallance Hall. A
magnificent party followed for all present on the middle playground.
Present and former staff honoured Dr and Mrs Vallance at a special dinner in a
beautifully decorated Big School the following Tuesday evening. Senior Master, Bill
Kavanagh, spoke glowingly of the Headmaster’s work and toasts were proposed by Bill
Raeside (to the Headmaster) and Rita Fin (to Mrs Vallance).
At the final assembly on 7 April, the
Headmaster addressed the boys and staff
for the last time. Mrs Vallance was thanked
and presented with an (enormous!)
bouquet of flowers whilst she and the
Headmaster were also presented with
Grammar scarves which remained around
their necks for the rest of the day. After the
final bell, the whole School formed a tunnel
in the middle playground down which Dr
and Mrs Vallance walked to deafening
cheers, applause, drum-beating, a roaring
rendition of ‘Floreat Grammatica’, and a
Dr Vallance addresses the boys at his final assembly
sea of ‘high fives’.

Chairman of Trustees, David Kirk, paying tribute to
Dr Vallance at the Farewell Concert

Rohan Patel (VI) writes:
‘In December 2016, I flew to Nepal
to join twenty-five other high school
students from around the world in a high
school medical program run by Projects
Abroad. In a town called Bharatpur,
a six hour drive from Kathmandu, we
volunteered in four different hospitals,
shadowing doctors and occasionally
assisting in minor procedures such as
sutures or broken limbs. I was placed in
the emergency ward at the main town
hospital and was immediately exposed to
patients who had suffered heart attacks
and poisoning. The second placement
was in an eye hospital, where I was
allowed to watch a cataract operation and
a clearing of the tear duct. The third was
in a small family planning hospital where
we were taught methods of contraception
used in rural towns and how they differ to
those used in more developed countries.
Finally, we assisted doctors in their
annual medical check-up of the kids from
Bharatpur Primary School, teaching them
the importance of brushing their teeth
and bathing. It was a most challenging
yet rewarding experience which I can
recommend to any boys who have the
chance to go. I made friends from all over
the world and gained valuable insights
into medicine in a less economically
developed country.’

The Farewell Concert was a delight for music lovers
Dr and Mrs
Vallance leave
the School

Rohan with the children from Bharatpur Primary School
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Jottings

The proof is in the beaker

Chemistry boys attract worldwide attention

Representative
honours
We congratulate the following boys who
gained selection in GPS representative
teams in summer sport: Yuta Ito (2nds
Tennis); Hal Hughes and Chris Choi
(1sts Basketball); Will Yeaman (Cricket).
Hal Hughes also gained CIS basketball
representation and made both the NSW
Under 18 team and subsequently the
Under 17 Australian Basketball squad.
Izac Carracher (pictured), Zenith Hui,
Angus Lau and Charles Evans were all
selected in the NSWCIS Volleyball team.
Charles and Izac have both been selected
in the NSW Under 19 squad. Izac also
represented NSW at the National Junior
Beach Championships in Perth where he
won the Bronze medal in the Under 19
division.

Video Game Challenge
Stuart Rich and Eli Narev (both IV) recently
participated in the Australian STEM Video
Game Challenge, a nationwide competition
that encourages the development of
skills related to Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM)
through the process of designing and
developing an original video game. The
game developed by Stuart and Eli was
judged by a panel of gaming industry
experts the winner of the Year 9-12 Open
(Team) category from over 3,000 entries.
The award ceremony took place on 5
November at the Melbourne Convention
and Exhibition Centre.
8 SGS WINTER 2017

A group of boys from Grammar attracted the attention of the world’s media when they
recreated a drug that would sell in the United States for up to hundreds of thousands
of dollars for about $2 a dose. The chemistry students created 3.7 grams of an active
ingredient used in the medicine Daraprim, which is used to treat parasitic infections in
people with weak immune systems, such as people with HIV and pregnant women. In
the United States, that quantity would sell for between $US35,000 and $US110,000. In
a collaborative project with Sydney University, the boys worked in their laboratory at
College Street with Dr Erin Sheridan and Dr Malcolm Binns to create the drug, in order
to show how ridiculous its inflated overseas price is. Martin Shkreli shot to infamy in
August last year being labelled a ‘morally bankrupt sociopath’ and ‘the most hated man
in America’ after his company, Turing Pharmaceuticals, jacked up the price of Daraprim to
$1050 a pill. In response to the global backlash following the boys’ findings, the company
lowered the cost by 50 per cent for hospitals. Daraprim is listed on the World Health
Organisation’s list of essential medicines.

UK University Challenge
Designing for
disability
On 24 February,
Liem Grimes (IV)
(pictured) participated
in a two-day Designathon
course at Sydney University. The course,
which centred around making the lives of
people with a disability easier, began with
an empathy task which involved putting
ordinary people in a situation where they
would feel the difficulties of living with
a disability with regard to everyday life.
Afterwards, everyone was put into groups
where they would try to ‘hack’ a problem
people with disabilities faced. Each group
would validate the problem by talking
to people with disabilities present and
asking whether they struggle with these
issues on a day-to-day basis. By the end
of the course, each group had developed
a fully functioning prototype which they
marketed to several different people each
with a different background in the disability
industry.

Ben Pope (OS 2008) was a member of the
team from Balliol College, Oxford which
recently won the UK University Challenge
2016/2017. In an exciting final on 10 April,
Balliol beat Wolfson College, Cambridge,
190 to 140. Afterwards they were presented
with the winners’ trophy by Professor
Stephen Hawking. The renowned physicist
and cosmologist, 75, said: ‘I have said in the
past that it is not clear whether intelligence
has any long-term survival value – bacteria
multiply and flourish without it. But it is one
of the most admirable qualities, especially
when displayed by such young minds’.
Ben Pope is pictured (second from left)
together with teammates Joey Goldman
(Captain), Freddy Potts and Jacob Lloyd,
Professor Hawking and Chairman, Jeremy
Paxman.

Photo courtesy: Danielle Santos

Floreat Grammatica!
All Form IV boys were in fine voice when they
attended the final GPS swimming carnival of the
season. In a fine demonstration of School spirit,
their support for their peers in every event was
deafening regardless of the competitors’ placement.
At the end of the season, our Intermediate division
swimmers were the most successful, finishing 4th
out of the eight schools.

‘pitch map’
It’s me who sets the field in bird’s eye view
an oval on a flyleaf pencilled neat
to map arcane nomenclature for you.
The leg and off. The silly, fine and deep.
You’re wanting, Anna, to know who goes where:
whose arm and loping stride make two of three,
whose reflexes trap dot balls on the square.
We draw this splendid fiction in which each
is granted place and purpose: so my sky
of glass eyes, marbles clacking in a sack
might come to seem symphonic; you might try
to chart uncounted blazes in the dark.
For now imagine pickets round a park,
a wagon wheel, the pitch where you can land
your palm and brace for cartwheels off one hand.

Vishnu Natesh

125 years of
GPS sport
‘For a hundred and twentyfive years the NSW AAGPS
has created opportunities for
thousands of boys to learn that
victory, a necessary goal, is
ultimately less important than
the experience of striving in
common and together. Lessons
learned on the sports field are
never forgotten, and help shape
boys’ lives through to manhood.’
AAGPS – Games to Play Out: The
Formation and Development of the
Athletic Association of the Great
Public Schools 1892–2017 is the
work of Old Sydneian and former
Headmaster of Shore, Bob Grant
AM (OS 1959). This important
book will be of interest to many in
the Grammar community and is
available to purchase for $40 (plus
postage) via Trybooking https://
www.trybooking.com/PLPU
and https://www.trybooking.
com/271486. Please contact
Archivist Bridget Minatel via
email at bomc@sydgram.nsw.edu.
au for further information.

UN Youth Evatt
competition
Vishnu Natesh, James Manton-Hall, Nick
Rice and Daniel Kim (all VI 2016) competed
in the 2016 UN Youth Evatt competition.
Named after Herbert ‘Doc’ Evatt, this is a
Model United Nations Security Council
diplomacy competition which attracts over
2,000 pupils from Years 9 to 12 each year. It
takes the form of a mock session of the UN
Security Council. Teams of two students
debate, amend and vote on a prepared
resolution from the perspective of their
assigned nation. The students judged the most
effective diplomats proceed to the next round.
Nick and Daniel made it to the State final.
James and Vish were selected as one of five
pairs in the NSW delegation which then went
on to win the National final. They further
distinguished themselves by being named the
winning pair overall. Congratulations to all
four boys!

Dr James Lucas (English Department; Housemaster)
James writes: ‘Often for me a poem begins in an everyday situation that gives rise to an
unexpected train of thought bringing disparate things together. Trying to find a corresponding
verbal form is what becomes absorbing. Sometimes a poem is more than half written, and has its
overall shape, within half a dozen drafts. But almost always there are problem areas – moments
that are technically awkward – and trying to find a solution that works in terms of denotations,
connotations, sound, tone and structure is the challenge. So you end up working on a poem, in
your head, frequently and anywhere. Maybe through fifty drafts. Walking, driving, and even traffic
jams help.’

James Manton-Hall
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Jottings
Errata

Athletics Carnival

In the ‘Postcards’ section of the last edition
of SGS magazine the names of Seamus
Thomson and Bevan Mitchell were mis-spelt.
In the article on Dr Vallance, Hugh Mackay’s
period of service should have read: Trustee
from 1993-2003, Chairman 2001-03. In ‘The
Ties that Bind’ Adrian Jack was wrongly
identified as his brother Chris (‘Welcomes
and farewells’); the author of Phantoms of
Bribie (‘Narratives of Vietnam’) should have
been COL Ian Mackay.
We sincerely apologise for these errors.

The 144th SGS Athletics Championships were held at Weigall on Wednesday 22 March.
In the midst of a week of tumultuous weather, the sun shone brightly and warmly on the
track.
The Grammar Gift was enjoyed by all. Thank you to Adam Pacey, William Perry,
Marcellus Yam, Tom Chadwick and masters Luke Wilson, Philip Saidi, Callie Reynolds
Massey-Reid and Ruth Wong for your participation. Ms Wong was victorious on the day.
Congratulations to JKR House who won the House points competition for the second
year running.

The Grammar Gift
‘Hang on, you’re not in our House.’

Hair today, gone tomorrow!
Four boys in Form VI (previously)
endowed with flowing locks agreed
to shed them for a good cause. Tom
Chadwick, Xavier Morris, Will
Perry and Tom Staines, pictured
left to right, volunteered to have
their heads shaved before an
audience of curious and amused
onlookers. The boys volunteered
in response to the Leukaemia
Foundation World’s Greatest
Shave’s appeal for people to raise
money through sponsorship. The
funds raised give families facing
blood cancer the emotional and
practical support they need. It also
helps fund vital research that will
help more people survive blood
cancers like lymphoma, leukaemia
and myeloma, while improving
their quality of life.
10 SGS WINTER 2017

Before...

... and after
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HSC 2016
Because nearly all our boys proceed directly to university after leaving school, the
Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) is for us the best indicator of overall HSC
performance in a given year. The School is not formally notified of boys’ individual
rankings.
In 2016 six boys attained a maximum
ATAR score; 44 (23.9%) achieved 99 or
above; 110 boys, that is well over half
the Form, achieved 95 or above.
Six Grammar boys topped seven
HSC courses: (pictured left to right)
Sachin Mahajan (Italian Continuers),
Andreas Orsmond (Geography),
Sam Cass (French Extension), Max
Glanville (Classical Greek Continuers),
Anish Rastogi (Italian Extension) and
Lachlan Sue (Latin Continuers and Latin
Extension).

Tragic asthma deaths of
Old Boys
The School community was shocked to learn
of the deaths caused by asthma attacks of two
Old Boys. We extend our sympathy to their
families.
Victor Lam (OS 2009) died on 26 November
of asthma in St Vincent’s Hospital where he
was to have commenced his professional life
as an intern in 2017. He was a hugely talented
and much loved young man. The Victor
Lam Memorial Prize has been established
in his honour for a meritorious essay on the
importance of reflective practice with reference
to a personal experience with a patient with
a psychiatric disorder during Stage 3 of the
Sydney University Medical Program. For more
information contact:
development.fund@sydney.edu.au
Llewellyn Tsang (OS 1994) passed away on
14 August last year after an asthma attack. He
was in Hong Kong with his wife Rex for the
birth of their son, who joined the world just
four days before Llewellyn’s death. Llewellyn
was a caring husband and father, a wonderful
colleague and a trusted friend. A memorial
fund, donations to which go towards his family,
has been set up in his honour:
www.paypal.me/LlewellynTsang

National champions
Congratulations to our 1st Volleyball
team who won the gold medal at the
National Volleyball Championships
in December. Grammar’s success
comes on top of a bronze medal in
2015, and a silver in 2014. In addition
to their evident skill on court, the
team (Herman Feng, Dominic Leo,
Noah Soderlund, Izac Carracher,
Andrew Chan, Zenith Hui, Jason
Huynh, William Ji, Brandon Chong
and Charles Evans) also garnered
praise from officials with regard
to their demeanour and attitude to
competition.

Feeling the burn at Palm Beach

AIS, Canberra

Rugby camps
During the April holidays, all rugby boys
across the three campuses were provided the
opportunity to attend either a camp or a tour.
Forty-nine boys headed for Canberra
for the now annual Under 13s AIS tour and
1st XV fixture v Canberra Grammar – a
great opportunity for boys in Form I to rub
shoulders with the 1st XV and hopefully help
instil a desire for the black jersey! Games were
played against Canberra Grammar in both
the Under 13 XV and 1st XV sides and also
Burgmann Anglican School in the Under 13s.
Boys got to share a meal with the Wallabies,
meet the ACT Brumbies, train at the AIS,
attend a Super Rugby match at the Canberra
Stadium and visit the War Memorial and
Questacon.
At the back end of the holidays, twentytwo senior boys attended the Narrabeen
camp including the legendary ‘Toughen
Up’ session run by Rob (‘The Sandhill
Warrior’) Rowland-Smith, a gruelling 4-hour
combination of kayaking around Pittwater,
a run up to Barrenjoey Light House and
a punishing set on the North Palm Beach
sandhills.
Meanwhile over eighty boys from
Kindergarten to Form III attended a rugby
camp at Weigall conducted by Ben Staunton
and where they sported new training jerseys
specially designed by Andrew Cranna, Art
Master at St Ives.
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Rugby tour to Singapore
In spite of the humidity and the thunderstorms – or perhaps because of them – the boys played with
fantastic camaraderie, common purpose and goodwill.

T

he April holidays saw twenty-nine boys
from the Under 14s Rugby group tour
Singapore. As with all recent tours, the value
for the boys lay not just in playing the game
but also in experiencing a foreign country
with its own distinctive culture and history
and perhaps most importantly, building
greater resilience by being in unfamiliar and
at times uncomfortable environments. And,
of course, strengthening the bonds between
the boys. By tour’s end, these twenty-nine
boys had bonded together to form one
expanded friendship group. Such is the power
and beauty of sport.
The first of our two fixtures was scheduled
to be a 15 a-side game followed by a 10
a-side game against a strong local school,
St Andrew’s Secondary. With most of their
Under 14s players being rested for their
upcoming National Sevens Grand Final
(which they eventually won), our boys faced
off against a predominantly larger and
older team for the 15 a-side match. Despite

Post-match celebration at Turf City

Cooling off at the hotel

Tour group in front of Marina Bay Sands
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Words: Lachlan Fear, Director of Rugby

At Gardens by the Bay

Jack Sproats exchanging gifts with the Ta’Moko Lions

Versus St Andrew’s Secondary at Turf City

being outclassed, our boys bit down on their
mouthguards and competed exceptionally
well against very tough opposition and in
extremely difficult humidity. At the end of
this game, the lightning started to crack
(Singapore being the lightning capital of
the world) and the 10 a-side fixture was
abandoned.
Two days later the group had another
difficult encounter against a mixed age team
from Ta’Moko Lions Rugby Club. This club
provides opportunities to boys who would
not usually be given sporting chances in
Singapore. Regardless of the disparity in the
Harry Hardge goes high
teams, and in the true spirit of rugby tours,
both sides played with fantastic
camaraderie, common purpose
and goodwill albeit in extremely
trying humidity.
With the games completed,
only the fun remained. Trips to
Sentosa Island for the amazing
light show and aquarium, a night
safari at the Singapore Zoo, a visit
to the extraordinary Gardens by
the Bay precinct, a river cruise
and shopping on Orchard Road
were all ticked off the ‘to do’ list.
However, the major highlights
for the boys were the huge variety
of street food available, the
time spent at the Changi Prison
Museum and attending the IRB
World Sevens Tournament at the
National Stadium.
Light show at Sentosa Island

Singapore National Stadium for the IRB Sevens
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The White Liars and Black Comedy
What is it that attracted boys to a madcap farce about telling lies?

I

s it ever permissible to tell a lie? What about
a lie with the best intentions? With no real,
collateral damage? If only such a thing were
possible…
In fact, it was the very prospect of the
carnage, the utter chaos and confusion, which
drew us all to throw ourselves so wholeheartedly into this production. Peter Shaffer’s
double bill, The White Liars and Black
Comedy is a light-hearted yet impactful farce
that dashes to pieces any notion that a lie,
good intentions or no, may simply come and
go without any consequences.
The White Liars is a much smaller, subtler
production in comparison to its very loud and
much brasher counterpart, Black Comedy.
Frank and Tom (Max Matison and Oliver
Fair), a flagging musician and his manager,
appear to be caught inside a rather tense love
triangle, and it is clear that someone is going
to get their heart broken. This is where an
eccentric fortune teller, Baroness Lemberg,
(Elizabeth Armour) comes into the picture.
Things become complicated very quickly,
as they tend to do when the truth becomes
an inconvenient factor between friends. At
times quite adult, it is a testament to these

Lucas Robertson (Electrician)

‘It is a clever gimmick that had the audience
in stitches: when the lights are out, the stage
is well lit, allowing the audience to see all,
and when the lights come back on, the stage
is plunged into darkness.’

Arnold Walsh (Miss Fernival)
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Words: Peter Budnik, English Department
Photographs: Paul Wright

young actors that they were able to pull off a performance with
such nuance and restraint. Elizabeth Armour was mysterious and
intriguing as the clairvoyant Baroness Lemberg, while Oliver Fair
and Max Matison provided the conflict that made the piece all at
once tense and funny.
During interval, the set was transformed from a simple,
seaside bedroom into the cluttered apartment of couple Brindsley
Miller and Carol Melkett (Max Danta and Teya Phillips). They
have ‘borrowed’ almost everything from furniture to sculptures
in order to impress Carol’s father and a visiting art dealer. When
both expected and unexpected guests arrive and a fuse is blown,
the action spirals out of control and we see some of Shaffer’s
best farce at work. It is a clever gimmick that had the audience
in stitches: when the lights are out, the stage is well lit, allowing
the audience to see all, and when the lights come back on, the
stage is plunged into darkness. Miss Fernival (Arnold Walsh)
and her antics provided some of the best moments of the night
as she repeatedly helped herself to the liquor cabinet. Likewise,
Colonel Melkett (Felix Parker) and Harold Gorringe (Max
Matison) brought an added layer to the chaos, each demanding
Brindsley’s attention for very different reasons. Amongst it all,
the audience could not help but feel for poor Carol who seems
to come through worse than anyone else. At the climax, Clea,
Brindsley’s ex (Gretta Schaffer), makes a hilarious entrance and
turns the volume up on the destruction to squeals of delight from
the audience. And who is it that saves the day when the dust
settles? The electrician of course! Brought to larger-than-life by
the animated Lucas Robertson.

Gretta Schaffer (Clea)

Max Danta (Brindsley Miller)

Elizabeth Armour
(Sophie) and
Oliver Fair (Tom)

Felix Parker (Colonel Melkett) and Max Danta (Brindsley Miller)

Max Danta (Brindsley Miller), Gretta Schaffer (Clea)
and Max Matison (Harold Gorringe)

Full thanks and credit must go, of course,
to Daniel Dunlop whose technical direction
and natural understanding of how to extend
the cast beyond their comfort zone brought
the whole production to life. Thank you
too, to Jonathan Hindmarsh for his keen
costume and design eye.
And, as always, the Grammar boys in
the technical booth, led by Mr Marc Warry,
enabled a seamless and slick production
through their hard work and diligence:
Aidan Lam, Louis Parkes-Talbert, Corey
Blyth, Duncan Currie and Sam Duckworth.

Max Matison
(Harold Gorringe)

The team in the technical booth watches on
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To the home of football!
‘Some people think football is a matter of life and death. I assure you, it’s much more serious than
that.’ (Bill Shankly) Grammar footballers discovered just how true that is in England.

O

Premier League game

Versus Essex County Academy
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n Friday 7 April, twenty-nine excited
boys flew out of Sydney Airport bound
for London in the company of Director of
Football Arthur Lambos, Assistant Director
Courteney Forsyth (History) and coach
David Houghton (Mathematics). What
unfolded over the next two weeks was an
immersion into the culture of English football
as well as exposure to some of the famous
sights England has to offer the tourist.
Upon arrival in London, the group
attended an English Premier League game on
the first day. Seated amongst the ‘away’ fans
at the Olympic Stadium, it was unfortunate
that Swansea went down to West Ham,
but the crowd proved just as entertaining
as the match! The following day London
turned on unseasonable sunshine for a full
day of sightseeing and shopping. During
the remainder of our stay in London, the
Grammar squad undertook training sessions
led by Arsenal staff, toured Wembley and
Stamford Bridge stadiums and played four
fixtures resulting in a win, a draw and
two losses. The opposition proved highly
skilled and competitive, yet all matches were
conducted in a friendly manner. However,
the highlight of our stay in London for many
was the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to
be taken inside the hallowed grounds of
Cobham, the training facility of six-time
English Premier League premiers, Chelsea.
The boys also enjoyed a second EPL game at
Selhurst Park, where Arsenal proved too good
for home team, Crystal Palace.
Journeying into the Midlands, we enjoyed
an overnight stay at St George’s Park where
our hotel was adjacent to the National
Football Centre. The boys enjoyed a tour of

Flying the Stoke City flag

In the Chelsea dressing room

Pre-match warm-up at the Stoke City game

‘Now stay together!’

Wembley Stadium tour

Words and pictures Lachlan Fear
the facilities and training sessions here, as well as at Derby County
before travelling north to Bolton, our base for the second week of
the tour. Here we experienced more authentic English weather as the
‘spring’ temperatures dropped below what we would experience in
Sydney in winter!
Sightseeing and souvenir shopping opportunities unfolded in
Liverpool, as well as tours of Liverpool and Everton Stadiums. The
football focus also intensified with training sessions at Finch Farm
and Liverpool academies and six matches resulting in three wins
and three losses against very physical opponents. The boys also
experienced three live Champions League games, including a pitchside flag-bearing experience at the Stoke v Hull match.
After a memorable two weeks in England, the squad returned home
with some valuable football and personal experiences gained, new
friendships formed and bags bulging with mementos.

Group meet the Beatles in Liverpool
Far left: Goodison Park, the
home of Everton FC
Left: Strutting down the
‘The Long and Winding Road’
Below: Coach Houghton and
team, Bolton United FC
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Play on!
While the farewell concert for Dr Vallance occupied centre-stage in Term I (reported elsewhere in this
magazine), plenty more music-making has been going on.

Organ collaborations
School Organist, Robert Wagner, presented
a wonderful afternoon of organ music to
celebrate the 332nd birthday of JS Bach in
Big School on Sunday 19 March. He was
joined by Eamonn Murphy (III) on flute for
a performance of the ‘Arioso’ from Bach’s
Cantata 156. A large and appreciative
audience was in attendance at St Jude’s
Anglican Church in Bowral to hear Peter
Taurian (IV) and Kye Milne (V) perform on
Friday, 24 March as part of the 2017 Bowral
Autumn Festival. The ‘Rising Stars’ concert
featured works by Buxtehude, Guilmant and
Fauré, as well as the world premiere of Dr
Nicholas Vines’s new composition, ‘DubStop
Underdrive’ for trombone and organ.

Major concerts
Eight Form V boys were selected to perform in the instrumental section of last year’s
Form V Music Competition. Special guest judge, Richard Gill AO, awarded first prize
to Robert Hao (piano) whilst Giorgio Mellos (also piano) was placed second, and James
Chen (violin) third. Luke Hawthorn was the winner of the Vocal section and Samuel
Myers, the Jazz. As part of his prize, Robert performed the first movement of the Piano
Concerto No. 3 in C Major, Op. 26 by Serge Prokofiev with School Orchestra conducted
by Rita Fin at the Term IV Concert on 22 November. At the same concert choirs from
College Street and the two Prep Schools presented a variety of works culminating in a
combined performance of The Armed Man: A Mass for Peace by Karl Jenkins, conducted
by Greg Platt and featuring solo ‘cellist Jason Wong (IV).

Term IV Concert – Zephyr Winds

Term IV Concert – Brass ensemble

Grammarphones: soloist
Harry Charlesworth

Term IV Concert – Cantorum

School Organist Robert Wagner and Eamonn Murphy
(III), flute

Peter Taurian (IV) and Kye Milne (V) performing at
St Jude’s Anglican Church in Bowral
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Term IV Concert –
School Choir

Term IV Concert – Seymour Orchestra

Term IV Concert – Combined Choirs and
School Orchestra

Passing notes
Top AMEB school

Term IV Concert – Patricia McMeekin conducting the
large ‘cello ensemble at her farewell

Term IV Concert – Alastair Mackerras Chamber
Orchestra perform ‘La Follia’

Finales and farewells
The end of 2016 saw the departure of a number of music staff from the School. After
seventeen years of teaching ‘cello at Grammar, Patricia McMeekin retired. (Her mother,
Colleen, also taught ‘cello at College Street in the 1970s and 1980s.) As a tribute to Trish,
twenty-two boys formed a large ‘cello ensemble and performed an arrangement (by Alex Lau,
IV) of Libertango by Piazzolla at the Term IV Concert. The departure of Martyn Henschel
after a one-year appointment as a violin teacher was marked with a performance of Corelli’s
Concerto Grosso Op. 5, No 12 ‘La Follia’ by the Alastair Mackerras Chamber Orchestra, with
Dr Vallance at the harpsichord. Benjamin Au was appointed as the inaugural SGS Keyboard
Fellow in 2016 enabling a young pianist to gain experience accompanying performances,
giving piano lessons and working with experienced colleagues. Annie Zhang, filling in for
Paul Gaske who took leave, endeared herself to the School’s music community teaching
music classes, taking rehearsals and assisting with concerts.

For the twentieth time in the past
twenty-two years, Grammar was named
as the best performing school by the
AMEB (Australian Music Examinations
Board). The Form VI Clarinet Quartet
entertained guests as they arrived at the
John Clancy Auditorium for the Diploma
Presentation Ceremony. Benett Tsai
(II), who was awarded his Associate
and Licentiate Diplomas (both with
Distinction) was selected to perform as
part of the proceedings. Eleven other
Grammar boys were also presented with
their diplomas.

AMEB Licentiate and Associate award winners

Robert Hao, first prize winner in the Form V Music Competition,
performing Prokofiev’s Piano Concerto No. 3 in C Major
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Last Post
In the April holidays members of the Grammar community made a pilgrimage to battlefield sites both
ancient and modern, and most significantly, to the graves of several Old Sydneians.

T

he Menin Gate in Ieper, Belgium,
stands as a stark and moving memorial
to the thousands of soldiers who died in
the battlefields of Flanders and who have
no known grave. It was our privilege to
be present at the ceremony held there
each evening at 8pm. To the haunting
accompaniment of a Maori lament sung by
a New Zealand Defence Force choir, Tom
Hopwood (V) and Finlay Crafter (I) laid a
wreath in memory of the almost five hundred
Old Sydneians who have died in conflicts
from the Boer War to the Vietnam War.
The tour included visits to historic
treasures in Athens and Knossos in Crete,
the site of the Battle of Agincourt in 1415,
and the various battlefields of both World
Wars. However, the emphasis of the tour
was the commemoration of Old Sydneians
who served and died in Europe. Each boy
and master on the tour researched an Old
Sydneian and then presented their stories
to the group at their graveside. There were
also presentations from families on the tour
remembering the service of relatives.
Most of the Old Sydneians rest in a
Commonwealth War Grave Cemetery
although a few lie in isolated graves in local
French cemeteries. These men are usually
from Bomber Command and they are buried
near where their aeroplane was shot down.
One such Old Sydneian is John Alan Traill

WWI trenches on the Somme

Tyne Cot Cemetery, Flanders

Trenches at Hill 62, Flanders
Below: At the graves of the Henderson brothers
(both OS), Villers-Bretonneux
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Words Peter Whild, MIC

Museum at Hill 62, Flanders

Side-by-side: the Henderson brothers

(OS 1941), who died on 18 June 1944, not long after D Day. Traill had been a Prefect and a 1st
XI and GPS representative cricketer. Even though he had matriculated to university, he joined
the RAAF immediately on leaving Grammar. He and his crew died as the Lancaster he was
piloting attacked railway installations near the village of Gannes, France. The people of Gannes
still honour this crew’s memory with a commemoration every ten years.
It was a tour of contrasts. Our enjoyment of the warm sunshine in Crete was complemented
by the grim reminders of the battlesites of 1941. The Baroque majesty of Prague stood in sharp
contrast to the unspeakable horror of the Theresienstadt ghetto and concentration camp,
and the grim cell of the assassin of Archduke Ferdinand, Gavrilo Princip. In Amsterdam we
visited Anne Frank’s house, then the house where the Kaiser found asylum, and the Operation
Market Garden museum. On the Somme, besides the significant sites of Poziers and VillersBretonneux, we stayed in Arras and visited the Wellington underground quarry dating from
medieval times but extended in 1917 for the Battle of Arras.
The end of the tour saw us in Paris on a beautiful spring day…and where the first round of
the presidential election was about to take place!

Wellington Quarry, Arras

Flying Services Memorial, Arras

Bruges, Belgium

German bunker at Hill 60, Flanders
SGS WINTER 2017 21

Appointment with the Red Dragon
Robert Ilin (VI) looks back on a tour during which Western eyes were opened to the beauty, history
and traditional customs of China.

I

Xishuangbanna botanic gardens

n December, thirty-six boys, accompanied
by Ms Wong, Mr Ossowski and Mrs
Angeloni travelled to China on a whirlwind
study tour for a total of three weeks, visiting
Nanjing, Shanghai, Xishuangbanna, Guilin
and Lijiang.
There were many highlights. On a
cruise down the Li River, boys were able to
appreciate the various strange and wonderful
mountain formations whilst enjoying the
‘daily special’ – a dish of fresh yams sourced
and prepared locally. In Xishuangbanna we
visited a very remote village primary school,
participated in the students’ morning exercise
routine, and then joined their classes with
many boys stepping up to teach a room full
of curious children about Sydney Grammar
and Australia. In Lijiang Old Town, we
were treated to a spectacular cultural show
at the foot of the breathtaking 5,600 metre
Jade Dragon Snow Mountain, designed
and directed by Zhang Yimou, acclaimed
film director and director of the opening
ceremony for the 2008 Beijing Olympics,.
One of the most unique experiences
offered to us was to live in the dormitories of
Jiao Tong High School and then to go away
with a student ‘buddy’ for a homestay over
the weekend. This was an excellent chance
to experience authentic Chinese customs
and lifestyle, and also to enjoy homemade
Chinese cuisine. Our experiences of the
homestays varied greatly: some participated
in tea ceremonies and other traditional
rituals with their host families; some were

Pottery-making, Dai Village, Mengyang

Reed Flute Cave, Guilin

Jade Dragon Snow Mountain, Lijiang

Calligraphy and painting lesson, Jiaotong University high school
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shown around the Shanghai metropolis; some visited the countryside
including cultural heritage sites and local markets; others were taken
to extravagant restaurants.
School life was not easy with an early seven o’clock wake-up call
in the dormitories and a nine-thirty to ten o’clock bedtime. However,
it all was worth it. During the day we learned Tai Chi, Kung Fu and
table tennis from the resident masters, participated in a hands-on
dumpling-making demonstration, and were exposed to the ancient
arts of stone seal carving and Chinese calligraphy. We also held a
combined concert with the Jiao Tong students in an extraordinary
showcase of musical and artistic talent from both schools.
We left for home with experiences, friendships and memories to
last a lifetime.
Yum! Scorpions and crickets, Lijiang market

Minority students, Wu Xiang primary school

Dumpling-making, Jiaotong University high school

Jade Dragon Snow Mountain, Lijiang
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Swimming team, tae kwon do, Eastside debating
and Mock Trial – an impressive level of
co-curricular involvement for any Grammar boy,
let alone one who is blind.

I am blind;
I am a Grammar
Words: Theodore Tsolakis (V)
Images: Paul Eichorn

M

‘I am not trying to convince you
that anything is achievable with
enough determination, nor that I
am a particularly exceptional
person, because neither of those
ideas is true.’
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y name is Theodore Tsolakis, and I am in Form V. I have been at
Sydney Grammar School since Form I in 2013. I have been blind
since birth, but I do not think that this has placed limits on what I
could achieve at school. Even though I am blind, I am held to the same
expectations as everyone else in Form V. I do the same lessons, sport
and examinations as everyone else. However, there are some things
that I do in a different way to people who can see by using adaptations
and alternative techniques. Most people find this fascinating, so here
are descriptions of some of these adaptations.
In classes, I read my textbooks in braille. Braille is a system
of raised dots that is read by touch. These dots are arranged in
uniformly-sized patterns to show words, numbers and other symbols.
Most people believe that braille is very difficult to learn, but studies
have shown that print and braille are of about the same difficulty.
I learned to read and write braille from an itinerant teacher who is
trained to teach students with vision impairment. My teacher insisted
that I should practise reading braille regularly so that I can read at a
similar reading rate to print readers. Braille takes up a lot more space
than print. For example, my Mathematics textbooks last year, which
were about 750 pages of print altogether, were in about twenty-five
very large, heavy volumes of braille. This means that almost 6,000
pages of braille were produced for me last year, not including the
tactual diagrams for Mathematics, Science and Geography. Those
braille books took up two metres of shelf space. When I started
at Grammar, I quickly realised that these would not all fit into a
standard-size locker, so I use a large cabinet to store my textbooks.
These braille books are produced by people called braille transcribers
who convert the printed text into braille, reformat the braille to
comply with rules for clarity and readability, and print the braille onto
paper using large machines called braille embossers. After this, braille
proof-readers check that the braille text matches the print and that the

boy...
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braille is formatted correctly because print
and braille have very different formatting
standards in Australia. Finally, the braille
pages are collated and bound into volumes.
I do my classwork on a computer that
has special software that converts what is on
the computer screen into braille that I can
read on a small electronic display that raises
and lowers metallic pins to show braille. I
learned to use my assistive technology from
an access technology specialist. My teachers
can read and mark what I write on my
computer. When I am doing my homework,
I use software that converts what is on the
computer screen into sound – the computer
reads aloud what is on the screen using
robotic-sounding synthetic speech. Because
I listen to this speech for several hours every
day, I have become quite used to it, and can
comfortably listen to it reading to me at about
700 words per minute—almost three times
the reading speed of most people.
I stopped doing Science and Geography
at the end of Form IV because of the number
of diagrams that I had to decipher. Although
tactual versions of these diagrams were
produced for me, it took me a long time to
decipher the information being presented
in them, and sometimes, diagrams such as
maps contained too much information and
I struggled to understand anything from
them. These diagrams are larger than print
diagrams. They are produced by drawing
the diagram onto a special paper, including
making any adjustments for the size and
clarity of the graphic; braille labels are then
printed onto the paper; and then the paper is
heated in a machine that makes the diagram
and the braille becomes raised.
Mathematics was another challenge
because of doing working out. The electronic
device that I use for reading braille shows
only thirty-two braille cells at a time – only
about six or seven words – which means
that if I am solving a mathematical equation
that requires many lines of working out, I
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need to scroll around repeatedly. Doing this
takes up a lot of time. I construct graphs in
Mathematics by using a rubber board that
has raised lines to show grid squares. I insert
pins into the board to show points; a different
type of pin shows the axes on the graph. I
don’t want to give the impression that all
people who are blind are unable to succeed at
Mathematics and Science, because there are
many people who are blind who have very
successful careers as mathematicians and
scientists.
Although I have difficulties with
Mathematics, I am also studying English,
French, Italian, Latin and Modern History.
These subjects are easier for me because
there is more reading, something that poses
fewer difficulties than other subjects. I obtain
some of my textbooks from websites that
provide specially-formatted e-books to people
with print disability. However, copyright
restrictions limit the countries in which these
books are available.
I use a white cane to travel around school
safely. Many people have asked me if I would
ever consider using a guide dog instead. This
is something that I have considered, because
there are pros and cons to both tools. I do
not feel that a guide dog would be useful to
me at the moment, but I may reconsider this
in the future. I had several lessons with an
Orientation and Mobility Specialist before I
started at the school; she showed me how to
travel around the school, including showing
me where things such as the library, the tuck
shop, playgrounds and bathrooms are. It
took me several lessons to become familiar
with where everything is located. I practised
walking along routes to travel between
different places until I felt comfortable with
knowing where I was going. Over the years,
I have gradually learned to travel between
more areas of the school.
Another thing that I wanted to learn when
I started at the school was how to travel home
by bus independently. Because I had never

travelled to a bus stop or caught a bus on my
own before, my Orientation and Mobility
Specialist showed me how to get to and find
the bus stop; how to know when my bus
would arrive; how to know which bus was
mine (because a lot of buses arrive around
the same time as it); how to find a vacant seat
on the bus; how to know when I had arrived
at my stop; and how to know when I had
reached my home. I had to practise catching
the bus many times until I was satisfied that I
could do it safely and confidently. To perform
some of these tasks, I use apps on my iPhone.
Nearly all smartphone manufacturers today
put features in their devices that allow people
with disability to use them to do these and
other things for which everyone else would
use their phones.
I have always been a keen participant
in co-curricular activities such as music,
debating and Mock Trial. Since Form I, I have
also been in the School’s swimming team. I
swim the 50-metre freestyle and 50-metre
backstroke events against other competitors
with disability. A person lightly taps the back
of my head with a stick about three strokes
before I should touch the wall at the end of
the pool. I do tae kwon do as my winter sport.
Every September, the School participates in
a tournament where people compete to see
who can punch and kick the other person
the most in the chest region, scoring points
for good kicks. In Form III, I participated in
this tournament. My opponent wore some
small bells around his neck that I could hear
when he moved around. This allowed me to
determine roughly where his chest was, so
I could kick and punch it. I had never done
anything like this before, and, as far as I
know, I am the first blind person to have ever
participated in a tae kwon do tournament
such as this anywhere in the world.
In Form II, I learned of the US Space and
Rocket Center in Huntsville, Alabama. The
Centre offers educational programs about
space, science and space travel to school

students, families and workers from around
the world. For one week every year, they
adapt some of their programs so that high
school students with vision impairment
can participate in these programs. I was
offered and accepted a scholarship which
enabled me to attend, and enjoyed an
unforgettable experience where I was able to
touch replicas of rockets and to learn a lot
about the life of astronauts in space, space
travel and the history of space exploration.
I had the opportunity to discover what it
is like to go on a space mission, and I even
had the opportunity to enter a model of the
International Space Station that had been
used to train NASA astronauts. I highly
recommend that people visit the Space and
Rocket Center to learn about the fascinating
things that are outside our planet.
I am not a motivational speaker trying
to convince you that anything is achievable
with enough determination, nor that I am
a particularly exceptional person, because
neither of those ideas is true. But what I
am trying to express is that I feel I am very
privileged to attend Sydney Grammar School
and to be able to participate in the lessons
and extracurricular activities in which I
have participated over the years. I am also
fortunate to have the supports – braille,
assistive technology, orientation and mobility
instruction and occupational therapy –
that have allowed me to have an education
where I am held to the same expectations as
everyone else, and a family who knew that
I would succeed throughout my school life
and who believe in my ability to succeed in
the future. When I have finished my HSC, I
want to go to university, and, a few years after
that, to get a job. I have participated in many
amazing experiences at the School and I do
not feel that my blindness has limited what
I could achieve here in any way. Although I
use adaptations and alternative techniques for
performing some tasks, I believe I am just the
same as every other Sydney Grammar boy.
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The best
W

hilst the headlines of news reporting
might well be regularly dominated by
the very real concerns of terrorism, defence,
disasters, international sabre-rattling
and garrulous demagogues, the issue of
education generally occupies rather more
benign paddocks across the landscape of
society, quietly evolving as a civilised asset
of an enlightened age.
Still, despite the seemingly innocuous
slow burn of education’s significance to the
development of society, I would like to make
a few comments about what I consider to
be the profound power of education, and to
reflect on its progressive and yet problematic
impact on societies even in relatively recent
history.
Education has moved over the centuries
between the diametrically opposed poles
of liberal-minded inspiration and strict
authoritarian control. As educators, we are
entrusted with a marvellously rewarding
chance to contribute to the ongoing growth
of our young people and our society; of
course, not all societies historically have
chosen to adopt that approach to education,
which instead (in some cases) can become a
powerful means of command and control.
In England and Europe
In England, the 1870 Education Act stands
as that nation’s first piece of legislation
to deal specifically with the provision of
education for all children. It demonstrated
a commitment to such a provision on a
national scale, moving away from the
presumption that education should be
restricted to those who were, by virtue of
class, best able to benefit from it. Few surely
would now disagree with the importance
of this historical development, although
we should also bear in mind the immense
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which has been
said and thought:
Reconsidering a liberal education in 2017
political dimension inherent in the reality
of any national curriculum, through which
a society’s skills and values are in some
measure directed and controlled.
Actually, across Europe a century
or so ago various educated voices of
the intellectual elite were not entirely
enamoured by this approach to nation-wide
education. Friedrich Nietzsche opposed
universal education, claiming in Thus Spoke
Zarathustra ‘[the notion] that everyone can
learn to read will ruin in the long run not
only writing, but thinking too’. Similarly,
the novelist DH Lawrence declared: ‘let
all schools close at once ... the great mass
of humanity should never learn to read
and write.’ (Fantasia of the Unconscious).
Furthermore, Lawrence hoped, as John
Carey argues in The Intellectuals and the
Masses (Faber and Faber, 1992), that without
education the masses would pleasantly
relapse into purely physical life, and in
this way the dangers of a ‘presumptuous,
newspaper-reading population may be
averted’. TS Eliot, however magnificent his
poetry, bemoaned: ‘there is no doubt that
in our headlong rush to educate everybody,
we are lowering standards ... destroying our
ancient edifices to make ready the ground
upon which the barbarian nomads of the
future will encamp in their mechanised
caravans’. (Selected Essays, 1951)

‘Grammar advocates a liberal,
pre-vocational, secular education. We
aim for an enduring intellectual life which
will be adaptable to both contemporary
and the unpredictable, future worlds of
work. Core subject knowledge for its
own sake, and a relentlessly diverse
range of academically rigorous pathways,
remain essential.’

Words: Dr Richard Malpass, Headmaster
Image: Paul Eichorn

Education and gender
Inevitably, and sometimes problematically, education and gender
roles have been entwined historically. Having arrived back home
to Grammar most recently from the wonderfully historical Christ’s
Hospital School in Sussex, England, I thought I would share a
few rare glimpses from a 1937 publication of Christ’s Hospital’s
own proud declarations regarding curriculum, as voiced by the
then Clerk of the School, George AT Allan, to demonstrate the
significance of such a curriculum, and its problematic impact on
girls. Allan notes proudly of the girls’ curriculum at the school:
so began the regeneration of the girls’ school on modern lines,
although the aim of the curriculum today is not essentially removed
from the [stated ambition] that ‘the girls are instructed in all such
work as becomes their sex and may fit them for good wives, mistresses,
and to be a blessing to their generation’
I think the choice of the word ‘ideal’ is comment enough for the
words which follow:
Let us see if we differ from this ideal... the ordinary school
curriculum is certain to be up to standard; but it is not every school
that can boast of a model laundry, cookery school, and model flat.
Every girl before she leaves the school goes through a practical course
of housecraft; and if she stays after passing Matric. there is a two-year
course in advanced household science; so that all start their afterschool life knowing something of cookery, laundry work, upholstery,
needlework and dressmaking, besides acquiring some useful tastes
through the exercise of their individual hobbies.
The boys’ curriculum at this time, on a separate campus, included
Physics, Chemistry, Literature, Classics, as well as schooling in the
famous Royal Mathematical School established by King Charles II in
1673. Clearly, curriculum and resourcing, locally and on a national
scale, are profoundly significant aspects and statements of political
and sociological values.
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Education and Indoctrination
I have always found the following excerpt from Doris Lessing’s
The Golden Notebook (1962) compelling when considering the key
dichotomy of activity and passivity in education, and I would like to
think that Grammar is a demonstration of the freedom from such an
experience:
Ideally, what should be said to every child, repeatedly, throughout
his or her school life is something like this: ‘You are in the process of
being indoctrinated. We have not yet evolved a system of education
that is not a system of indoctrination. We are sorry, but it is the best
we can do. What you are being taught here is an amalgam of current
prejudice and the choices of this particular culture. The slightest look
at history will show how impermanent these must be. You are being
taught by people who have been able to accommodate themselves
to a regime of thought laid down by their predecessors. It is a selfperpetuating system. Those of you who are more robust and individual
than others will be encouraged to leave and find ways of educating
yourself – educating your own judgements. Those that stay must
remember, always, and all the time, that they are being moulded and
patterned to fit into the narrow and particular needs of this particular
society.
Indeed, Lessing’s articulation of the ‘robust and individual’
might well suit the Grammar boys and their masters. Further, I
think Grammar is truly a place where free-thinking and civilized
debate allows all involved to, in an ongoing sense, be ‘educating
[our] own judgements’. Lessing’s words point not only to the political
dimensions of education of generations of children, but also to the
(at times) frightening passivity of the system, in which students and
teachers submit slavishly and soullessly to mandated curricula and
short-sighted regulations.
Matthew Arnold and ‘liberal education’
Grammar has a strong sense of the notion of a ‘liberal education’.
This approach is as old as education itself, but we might usefully
consider the perspective of Matthew Arnold. He was a leading
Victorian 19th century English social and literary critic, as well as
a poet. His father, Thomas, was the famed headmaster of Rugby
School in England.
Writing in 1868, he proposed that, during the junior years of
secondary school, pupils should study, ‘the mother-tongue, the
elements of Latin, and of the chief modern languages, the elements
of history, of arithmetic and geometry, of geography, and of the
knowledge of nature.’ Arnold believed such a curriculum would be
‘the first great stage of a liberal education’. He did not invent the idea
of such a form of education. Its roots go back to classical antiquity,
when it was widely recognised that, to use Aristotle’s words, ‘there is
a form of education which we must provide for our sons, not as being
useful or essential but as elevated and worthy of free men’.
Arnold believed liberal education should be the prime aim of
all schooling beyond the most elementary and crudely vocational,
claiming that ‘the aim and office of instruction ... is to enable a man
to know himself and the world ... to know himself, a man must know
the capabilities and performances of the human spirit ... [which
is] the value of the humanities ... but it is also a vital and formative
knowledge to know the world, the laws which govern nature, and
man as a part of nature’, ultimately allowing one to access ‘the best
which has been said and thought’.
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‘Whilst it is clear that we live in a time of
unprecedently swift access to facts and
data, there are serious long term cognitive
reasons why learning the fundamental
features of a liberal course of subjects is
of crucial long-term benefit to intellectual
muscularity of young people as they
grow into the swiftly-changing next few
decades.’

Modern concerns
Grammar advocates a liberal, pre-vocational, secular education. We
aim for an enduring intellectual life which will be adaptable to both
contemporary and the unpredictable, future worlds of work. Core
subject knowledge for its own sake, and a relentlessly diverse range
of academically rigorous pathways, remain essential.
Daisy Christadoulou’s influential book Seven Myths About
Education (Routledge, 2013) confronts a worrying, contemporary
line of educational thinking. This worrying approach asserts, in
a data and information-rich internet-supported age, that ‘general
knowledge’, (i.e. the accumulation of details, facts, stories, patterns,
ideas etc) is no longer of importance in teaching and learning. The
argument goes that we are now living and learning in an age of skills
and manipulation of immediately accessible factual knowledge.
Whilst it is clear that we live in a time of unprecedently swift access
to facts and data, there are serious long term cognitive reasons why
learning the fundamental features of a liberal course of subjects is of
crucial long-term benefit to intellectual muscularity of young people
as they grow into the swiftly-changing next few decades.
Writing on the significance of human long-term memory,
PA Kirschner (Educational Psychologist, 2006) notes that ‘Our
understanding of the role of long-term memory in human cognition
has altered dramatically over the last few decades. It is no longer
seen as a passive repository of discrete, isolated fragments of
information ... Rather, long-term memory is now viewed as the
central, dominant structure of human cognition. Everything we
see, hear and think about is critically dependent on and influenced
by our long term memory’. Put another way, the more extensive the
landscape of your ‘factual’ and detailed knowledge of fundamental
subjects may be, the richer and more powerful your ongoing
landscape of instantaneous reference when encountering each new
situation, a cognitive multiplicity equivalent to millions of Google
searches in just moments. Inevitably, our perceptions, understanding
and judgements are constantly dependent upon that acquisition of
detail (factual, narrative, visual) and it is this domain of experiential
material that we then assess and judge each new challenge.
The years to come will almost certainly present our boys with
new and possibly unforeseen challenges. However unforeseen such
challenges may be, we know that our boys will leave Grammar and
eventually enter the next generation of work possessing a landscape
of instantaneous reference, a ‘long-term memory’ which will be
securely founded upon ‘the best which has been said and thought’.

Taking the plunge at St Ives!
Preschool to Year 2 Sportsmaster, Brett Townley-Jones, reports on an intensive swimming programme
for younger boys at St Ives Preparatory designed to build the confidence to dive in.

T

he importance of swimming is becoming
more vital for Australians with the
tragic increase in the number of drownings,
especially at home. Swimming or aquatic
activities provide many benefits, whether
it be socialising with friends, or improved
flexibility due to the low impact it has on
joints. Swimming builds endurance, muscle
strength and cardiovascular fitness to name
just a few of its benefits. However, the most
important feature of swimming is that it is
a healthy activity that you can continue for
a lifetime whether it be in swimming pools,
beaches, lakes, dams or rivers.
At St Ives Preparatory we conduct a twoweek intensive swimming programme during

the summer terms for our younger boys. Each
class is divided into small groups to work
in differentiated lessons that accommodate
their varying levels of experience in the water.
Groups begin with water familiarisation
activities to develop confidence in the water
before moving on to structured swimming
skills that develop stroke technique and
body positioning. Each group for Preschool
and Kindergarten has a coach in the water
to support their needs and provide constant
feedback.
While we want the boys to develop into
confident swimmers and to remain safe in
the water, it is also important for the boys to
have fun. The screams of joy when they bomb
their coach, to the gasps for air as they try to
swim the length of the pool are just two of the
activities the boys crave each time they come!
At the end of the programme the boys
demonstrate their learning and confidence in
the water. All boys participate in the annual
Swimming Carnival held in Term IV with
modified races to suit all abilities. Their
confidence in the water continues to grow
with each swim.
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Learning Italian gives young people an opportunity to be successful early because of its phonetic
nature, familiar grammar system, its Roman alphabet and the common Latin base it shares with
other European languages. At St Ives Prep it’s also huge fun!

I

have always been fascinated by other languages and cultures. A trip to Italy early
on, sealed a lifelong passion for Italian language and culture. Tertiary studies in
Italian and French, further travel, study and teaching overseas, led to my career as
a language teacher. After many years in secondary education, during which I also
taught Latin and Japanese, it was a liberating and exciting experience to move into
primary school language education. Teaching across the K-12 continuum has been
both rewarding and insightful. For me, it is more meaningful to be able to integrate
language and culture topics relevant to what the boys are studying in their classroom
and across other areas of the curriculum. At St Ives Preparatory Italian is taught to
all boys K-6 once a week.
‘When teachers cultivate curiosity about how individuals and groups of people
see the world differently, they expand children’s intellectual, interpersonal, and
emotional boundaries. They help students see and understand differing perspectives.
When challenged to explore prejudices, find commonalities, and glean meaning from
what they imagine life would be like walking in another person’s shoes, students
build a greater capacity for empathy.’ (Dr Marilyn Price-Mitchell).

Words: Jenny Matheson,
Italian teacher, St Ives Preparatory
Images: Jenny Matheson and Paul Clarke

La bella lingua
Left: Jenny Matheson

‘There is a growing body of evidence that suggests
young people who learn a second language show
increased cognitive benefits, enhanced higherorder thinking skills, problem-solving abilities and
multi-tasking...’
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Acquiring language lies at the core of learning,
intellectual development, social and cultural practices.
Interaction and collaboration are fundamental
to communication, as a student must learn to
listen carefully, think critically, show initiative, be
creative, resilient and above all, develop intercultural
understanding and empathy – the values which
underpin the aims of our School in ‘Carrington’s
Code’. A love of language and culture is increasingly
important in a globalised and technology-driven world.
Furthermore, we must be mindful that every language
and culture represented in our multicultural society,
are present on land where hundreds of Indigenous
languages and cultures have existed for millennia.
Children tend to acquire other languages more
readily and develop a better accent the younger
and more often they are exposed to them. There
is a growing body of evidence that suggests young
people who learn a second language show increased
cognitive benefits, enhanced higher-order thinking
skills, problem-solving abilities and multi-tasking,
since they can switch easily between languages. In
addition, the literature shows that learning subsequent
languages becomes easier after learning the first foreign

language. Studying a second language strengthens students’ understanding of their first language
as making sense of the ‘new’ invites learners to analyse, compare and focus on things in their
original language. More recently, research has also indicated that speaking a second language
can delay ageing of the brain.
Language learning is a ‘real world’ subject, practised by all members of the community. This
is a unique area of the curriculum and has strong links to both music and mathematics. For
some students, it can help them discover specific talents that they will pursue in later studies. It
relates to all parts of the curriculum and complements study in those areas – literacy, numeracy,
history, geography, creative arts, design and engineering, music, dance, drama, sport, health
and nutrition. Learning a second language is a cumulative process which begins on a simple
level appropriate to the students’ age, development, abilities and needs. It is then continually
revised and extended so that knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes are developed in
depth and breadth. Language learning involves the practice of essential skills – listening and
responding, speaking, viewing, reading and responding and finally writing. Learning to listen
and understand one another is the first and most important skill to which we are exposed, so
students need to practise this very regularly. Comprehension is enhanced with visual support,
lots of repetition and body language. In the primary years, the focus is on listening, speaking
and cultural appreciation. The amount of practice is more important than the quality, and it is
essential to try to communicate as much as possible in order to develop confidence rather than
achieve absolute accuracy. Reading and writing skills are secondary and they are practised with
a selection of simple text types. Our class activities are designed to be engaging, challenging and
relevant so that students enjoy learning, develop self-confidence and feel a sense of success. The
boys enjoy singing, dancing, role-play, games, art, craft, a variety of interactive multimedia and
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guest presenters. We also spend time focusing
on the world around us by discussing current
affairs and global issues.
The boys are ‘thrown into’ the experience
of communicating in another language
as they learn how to pronounce new and
unusual sounds, use new vocabulary and
expressions, as well as a whole range of
interesting gestures and facial expressions
that come with a different culture. It’s
dramatic, it’s fun and we laugh! Every lesson
includes the development and extension of
communication skills and an awareness of
language as a rules-based system that has
evolved over time. It is interesting to hear the
boys making their own linguistic connections
with their first language and posing good
questions about the origin of words.
The use of digital tools and multimedia has
changed the classroom in remarkable ways.
Students can be immersed in a specific
language and cultural environment at any
time and experience authenticity, relevance
and a strong awareness of the world around
them. I like to think of it as ‘learning without
borders’ by encouraging our boys to think
and question beyond geographical and
cultural boundaries.
This year we have followed the Giro
d’Italia, the UEFA Champions League, Italian
football and played bocce. The boys were
fascinated by our work on the Etruscans, life
in Ancient Rome, the Colosseum and Roman
innovation, the lives of the gladiators, and the
destruction of Pompeii and subsequent work
of archaeologists. They read Roman myths,
studied some Latin and even dressed in togas.
We visited Venice during Carnevale, looked
at how the city was constructed, and studied
the engineering and sustainability behind the
Progetto Mosè. To set language and culture
in context it is important to become familiar
with European geography and the European
Union. We discussed the refugee crisis in
the Mediterranean, enjoyed watching some
of the ‘interesting’ entries in the Eurovision
Song Contest then focused our attention on
Italy. Year 5 planned a trip to Italy, learning
how to budget and shop with the Euro.
In some classes, we studied Leonardo da
Vinci’s flying machines and early ideas on
aerodynamics before building and testing
our own models. I have a passion for Italian
art and history so I try to integrate this with
language lessons and of course cultural work.
We looked at Renaissance painting and the
art of fresco, as well as classical and Baroque
sculpture. The boys were curious about the
development of style and technique as well
as the history, stories and symbolism behind
the artworks. We listened to the music of
Vivaldi, an excerpt from Puccini’s Turandot,
the tarantella and Italian rap music. Of
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‘Italian is one of the
priority languages to be
studied in NSW and is well
established at all levels
of study. It gives pupils
the opportunity to be
successful early because of
its phonetic nature...’

course, the study of Italian must include
food, its production and preparation. Italy
was named ‘World’s Healthiest Country
2017’ (Bloomberg). Different grades, even
Year 1 boys, made fresh pasta and sauce or a
traditional risotto all’isolana from Verona.
Year 6 planned and prepared an Italian
meal for their families, ‘visited’ an Italian
ristorante then composed, performed and
filmed role-plays. We looked at primary
schools in Italy and listened to students
speaking about their lives. All boys discussed
the history and traditions of Carnevale and
Easter with the Infants boys enjoying an
Italian puppet show that used the masked
characters of commedia dell’arte. The older
boys discussed migration to Australia, the
multicultural nature of our society and the
legacy of Italian settlement and that of other
cultural groups within our community. There
are many opportunities to speak different
languages in Australia and it is interesting to
see a new wave of young Italians and others
arriving here.
Italian is one of the priority languages to
be studied in NSW and is well established
at all levels of study. It gives pupils the
opportunity to be successful early because of
its phonetic nature, its familiar grammatical
system, its use of the Roman alphabet and
the common Latin base shared by other
European languages. Much of our English
vocabulary also has its roots in Latin. Italian
culture and history are rich and important
in the historical development of Western
civilisation and in our modern, globalised
society. Many boys have been lucky enough to
travel overseas, visiting Italy and experiencing
its language and culture first hand which
gives an added dimension of engagement in
the classroom. Italian is offered as an elective
at College Street and can be studied from
Second Form onwards. Sydney Grammar
School has an excellent record of achievement
in modern and classical languages at HSC
level.
Teachers, by nature, love to learn so we
need to feed our own passions in order to
be able to give back to our students. We are
role models and mentors, so it is essential
that we reflect on what we do, remain open
to change, endeavour to be creative, listen
to our students and understand what is
important in their world as well as the wider
world. All this with the eyes and ears of
experience. An emphasis on student-centred
learning inherently encourages critical
thinking, respectful negotiation and personal
responsibility.
Una lingua diversa è una diversa visione
della vita. (Federico Fellini)

Basketball USA
Grammar boys and coaches flew to the home of basketball to test their skills, see the sights and get
their fill of ribs and burgers, as Arthur Lambos (Director of Basketball) reports.

D

San Francisco’s Hyde Street with Alcatraz island in
the distance

uring the summer holidays, Grammar
basketballers undertook a three-week
tour of five States on the west coast of the USA.
No sooner had we arrived in sunny
San Francisco than we were on the move
endeavouring to visit the Golden Gate Bridge,
Fisherman’s Wharf and Chinatown. That
night everyone was treated to a game of
NBA basketball featuring the Golden State
Warriors. The following day we played our
first game against Richmond High and were
rewarded with a win. The afternoon was spent
visiting Alcatraz Island with its infamous
prison, home to the notorious Al Capone.
On arrival in snowy Seattle the boys
scrambled for their winter jackets and,
inevitably, engaged in a massive snow fight!
The first games here were against one of the
top schools, Kamiak High, where our Firsts
had an admirable result, going down just 6256. After spending the night with their host
families, the boys headed for the interactive
exhibits at the Boeing Flight Aviation Centre.
The following day saw games against Granite
Falls High. Despite a strong performance,

At Universal Studios, Hollywood

New friends at Kamiak High School, Seattle

the Firsts were beaten 73-64 whilst the
development squad had a convincing win,
60-40. The Seattle sights, including the EMP
Museum and the Space Needle, one of the most
recognisable structures in the world, occupied
the afternoon.
In our first night in Portland, Oregon we
were treated to an ice-hockey game: the local
Portland Winter Hawks versus the Everett
Silvertips. Sightseeing and shopping occupied
most of the following morning (the Adidas
store and the local food cart cuisine profiting
most from the SGS visitors), whilst in the
afternoon we played Colombia River High.
Both teams went down in close tussles: the
Firsts 50-56, and the development squad 40-47.
Next stop: Los Angeles and warmer
weather! Somewhere in between visiting
Universal Studios, Disneyland, California
Adventure Park, Rodeo Drive and Sunset
Boulevard, we managed to play games against
Chadwick High with the Firsts winning
soundly 58-37, and the development squad
going down in a tight 58-56 loss.
Arriving in Oahu, Hawaii the next day
saw us pay a visit to Pearl Harbour – an
enlightening yet emotional experience. Further
sight-seeing, including the North Shore and
its famous Pipeline, Sunset and Waimea Bay
beaches, was a fitting prelude to our farewell
dinner: a mountain of burgers and ribs!

Golden Gate Bridge
at night
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Each year candidates for HSC Extension 2 English are required to present a major work in any
medium – prose, poetry, filmscript, short stories, radio drama etc. – appropriate to the nature of
the composition. It can be imaginative, investigative, interpretative and/or analytical in nature, or a
combination. A statement of reflection by the candidate accompanies the work.

W

hat follows are excerpts from some of the texts
by Form VI (2016) Grammar boys which the
Board of Studies assessed as being particularly fine. The
images are stills from Miles Gibson’s film, Homeward
Bound based on the true story of a WWI soldier who
becomes stuck in mud and is unable to be rescued.

Words: Robert Hughes, Max Jelbart,
Adam Muller and Tim Oslington
Stills: Miles Gibson

From Maddie, by Robert Hughes
‘Black Soot’
We continued down the track looking for the dog.
It was a beautiful day, but not one of those classically
beautiful ones, with all the colour in the sky and the
sun shining brightly. It was dark. We were walking
alongside the river and could see straight into the
horizon if we looked directly down the river’s path to
the ocean. The grey clouds filled the sky and met the

Telling stories
‘I had finished cutting up the bream and,
leaving no piece unused, placed the bones
in the bushes in front of me. Taking one of
the cubes, I led my hook through the skin
and, coiling the cube around the hook,
pulled the barbed tip back through the
skin. This way the hook was well hidden
and I would fool the fish.’
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water, mimicking its colour. You could see the rain coming in, it was
already raining across the valley.
I was well behind Billy at that point, didn’t want to talk to him for a
while. I sat down and ate the lunch my mum packed for us. Billy came
running back to me to have some too.
‘We should go check up at my house. The dog’s probably gone up
there,’ Billy said without making eye contact.
We stopped following the river and cut up through the bush to get
to Billy’s. It had finally stopped smoking but was now just a black pile
of ash. The whole house had collapsed into itself. The dog wasn’t there
so we tried searching through the rubble to see if anything cool got
left behind. Didn’t find much; a few melted Legos, a few bowls that
hadn’t cracked under the heat, some bottles of beer still in the melted
fridge which was the tallest part of the whole place.
The gums still stood around the wreckage, black like the house they
surrounded. All their leaves were gone but the branches remained,
creating an eerie look. They seemed even taller now the house was
gone. I rubbed my hand up against the tallest of them. All the black
soot rubbed off onto my palm and revealed pale white bark like you’d
never seen before. I guess they called them ghost gums because they
looked so white they must have seen a ghost.
It started to rain. All the black started to wash down the trees. They
began to gleam white. Everything around them was grey or black,
even the sky. They seemed to emit their own light. The brightest thing
you could see for miles.

From Death and Taxes, by Max Jelbart
Heaven/Room 307
– There we are, that’s it. No need to panic. Just have to ask you a
few questions.
– Who’s that?
– I’m sure this is all a little confusing for you, and I understand. I
really do.
– What? What is this? Where the fuck am I? Who the fuck are you?
– Oh, it’s not going to be like this, is it? Tell me it isn’t going to be
like this. I thought more of you, I really did. There’s no need to be
rude, to be profane. For some, this is a sacred experience, you know
Have a little respect.
– Sacred? What is this?
– That? It’s a body bag.
– Holy shit.
– Don’t unzip it.
– Holy shit.
– Look, I’m contractually obliged to ask a few questions. Think you
can handle that?
– What the hell is this place? Why am I here?
– It’s a potentially complex answer. Just relax, make yourself
comfortable.
– I’m in a body bag.
– That’s a fair point. Look, the quicker and the more professional
our encounter is, the quicker you can get out of here, the quicker I can
clock off for the day. Understand?
– Jesus Christ. I mean, I was sleeping, I was in my bed.
– That’s good! Bed. I was about to ask. You don’t mind me
recording this, do you? For posterity reasons, you see. Any audit of
our systems, any efficiency review – well, let’s just say, it’s a real pain
in the you know what, but if I get this on file, it’s all sorted.
– Sorry, did you drug me? Did you break into my house and
drug me? Oh God. What are you going to do me? This isn’t like a…
like a hostage thing, is it? Oh, I was terrified of something like this
happening – I mean, you see it on the news all the time, and –
– Drug you? Oh, no no no. Thomas, you’ve got us all wrong.
– You know my name? Holy shit, holy shit.
– Of course we know your name. Thomas Burrows, 43, 5΄11, no will
at this stage.
– What have I done? Why do you want me?
– Hey, come on now. There’s no point getting hysterical about this.
We’re going to have a nice time.
You’re going to answer the questions I have and then it will be over.
Look around you. This isn’t a hostage situation, we haven’t drugged
you. Look, there’s a reproduction of a Matisse landscape on the wall.
I have a charming picture of my daughter here. There are pens on the
table… pens! I’m hardly about to hurt you, am I?
– It might be a front. Lull me into a false sense of security and the
like.
– Oh, Thomas, you’re being rather dim. Can I start now?
– Just tell me why I’m here.
– There really isn’t much time.
– I’m not special, okay? I don’t know if there’s another Thomas
Burrows you’re looking for, a Peruvian cartel leader or the Home
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Secretary of somewhere, or something, but it’s not me, alright? You
can’t be interested in me – not even I am interested in me.
– Oh, I’m sure there are people interested in you. You’re being
tough on yourself. You know, self-esteem is very important,
particularly in this day and age.
– Jesus, what is this? Am I still dreaming?
– Well, in a way, you’ve just woken up.
– Just tell me. Dear God, just tell me why I’m here.
– That, in a nutshell, is what I need to find out. Now, may I begin,
Thomas?

From Ghost Gums, by Adam Muller
I reached into the bushes and took out a fish I’d caught the day before.
It was a bream. It was small and shone under the filtered sunlight. I
remember, above me, in a tree, were two small robins.
My father caught sight of the fish.
‘Got that one at the bay, did you?’
‘Yeah, off the breakwater in town.’
‘Handsome fish.’
I agreed.
It wasn’t good enough to eat, so we would use it for bait. I laid it
down on a flat rock. The rock was warm. I cut the bream up into small
cubes and left the skin on. My father was growing impatient, despite
his age, and was itching to cast off. He stood and took a cube of bream.
‘Come on then, Les, I reckon I’ve got you again this time.’
My father was a competitive man and his words were loud. I
couldn’t hear the red-breasted robins in the tree above me. They
must have travelled many miles to get here and their song deserved
an audience. The birds did not chirp to be heard, only to sing, and I
wanted to listen.
I had finished cutting up the bream and, leaving no piece unused,
placed the bones in the bushes in front of me. Taking one of the cubes,
I led my hook through the skin and, coiling the cube around the hook,
pulled the barbed tip back through the skin. This way the hook was
well hidden and I would fool the fish.
My father was calf-deep in the creek by now. The water swirled
around his legs. It would part for a brief time, around the old man’s
calves, reconnect, and flow once more. He was an excellent fisherman.
We had called this creek home for some days now and he knew every
ditch and rise. He never caught his line, nor was stripped of his bait.
For all his fervour, he was patient once he cast his line. He would wait
for hours if encouraged by a nibble or tug. I saw his eyes, polished in
the dying sun, and knew he was right; he did have me again.
I stood at the bank. The dirt beneath my feet was still damp. The
receding tide had left a deposit of shells and snails and leaf litter. The
orange gum leaves and dark green shells painted the soil. I stepped
only on the parts of the bank bare of shells and leaves, lest I disturb
the composition.

From White Lilies, by Tim Oslington
The shadows softened and lengthened. The evening had melted the
trees and they seemed to issue ink from their roots. I walked down the
driveway. The car was parked so I knew Emma was home. She looked
up as I opened the door. She had her foot on a chair and was icing it.
She looked guiltily at me.
‘I dropped a Monet.’
I put my briefcase down on the counter.
‘You what?’
She grinned.
‘We were taking it to be prepared for shipping. Right to the bottom
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Miles Gibson filming

floor. The lift bumped and it slid off the trolley. It wasn’t damaged. We
checked it all over.’
I shook my head.
‘Which one?’
‘Peupliers sur l’Epte.’ I raised my eyebrows.
‘The one on loan from the Scotland?’
She nodded.
‘Oh dear.’
‘They’ll never know.’
I grinned. She looked up.
‘Put the kettle on.’
I went into the kitchen. I wasn’t concerned about the Monet. I
never really liked him. I liked the idea, of communicating visual
experience in all its splendour, but paintings never seemed to live up to
it. The kitchen was backed by a glass wall that led onto the deck. You
could look out onto the reserve while you were cooking. The sun was
receding quickly now. Only a sliver of it was visible above the trees.
Physics became lazy at this time of the evening. The light wandered
through the trunks, splashing brightness here and there, irrespective
of its position relative to the sun. A little hollow on the left was
resolutely speckled with the afternoon. A leaf that had turned its back
on the sunset was illuminated by a wayward ray. I watched it spiral in
the breeze. I think it was hanging on a stand of spider web, but it was
too far away to be sure. It glowed yellow.
When you have never seen yellow, you form an idea of yellow. I had
grown up being told what yellow meant. It had become an emotion
rather than a sight. I turned off the tap and put the kettle down. It
made a click and started to heat. I had become quite keen on the idea
of seeing colour now. I got the teapot down from the shelf and went
back to the living room.
‘How’s the recovery?’
Emma didn’t reply. I sat down on the sofa next to her. She turned to
face me.
‘There’s something else.’

Pixels and tractors
In paying tribute to his eighteen years as Headmaster, Edgecliff boys celebrated some of Dr Vallance’s
passions: art, music – and his tractor! Edgecliff Headmaster, Dr Matthew McCloskey, reports.

T

owards the end of Term I, our usual
Monday Assembly was replaced by a
Farewell for Dr Vallance. James Madsen, who
composed a special choral work for our 60th
Anniversary last year, was commissioned
to write a song which was performed by our
Kindergarten, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3 boys.
We Reap What We Sow featured a tractor front
(complete with horns), plenty of percussion
and lively singing in two parts. Continuing the
theme of the song, some Year 2 boys spoke on
behalf of all those assembled, promising Dr
Vallance that they would make him proud by
maintaining their love of learning during their
years at Grammar.
A number of Year 5 boys wrote and
presented (with apologies to Psy) Dr Vallance
Style, which demonstrated our boys’ versatility
and proved to be very popular with the
audience and the subject of the song! Perhaps
the most exciting part of the Assembly was the
unveiling of The Pixel Project, overseen by our
artist-in-residence, Jonathan Dalton.
In his parting words, Dr Vallance
encouraged the boys to do three things. He
told them, when they leave school, to strive
to do what they love and are passionate
about rather than what someone else thinks
they should pursue. He then spoke about
Aristotle, who believed in the importance of
friendship; with that in mind, he urged the
boys to develop and maintain firm friendships.
Finally, Dr Vallance exhorted us to ‘remain
curious!’
All of us at Edgecliff Prep wish Dr Vallance
and Mrs Vallance good health and much
happiness in the years ahead.

The musical item featured a tractor front complete
with horns!

‘The Pixel Project’ begins to take shape

Each ‘pixel’ was meticulously handpainted...

... and then stuck painstakingly on to the backing board

Dr Vallance admires the finished portrait
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Old Masters
Members of the teaching staff submitted themselves to the scrutiny of the artist Andrew Bonneau’s
eye when he returned to the School for a term’s residency, as Dr Christopher Allen relates.

A

ndrew Bonneau, who was commissioned
in early 2016 to paint a fine portrait of
Philip Barr, retiring Master of the Lower
School, returned to College Street as our
Art Fellow for the whole of Term I 2017.
In an extraordinarily busy two months,
Andrew conducted a very successful portrait
masterclass, mainly for a talented group of
Form V boys, painted a beautiful view of the
interior of the Upper Playground which was
part of his gift to the School, and produced
a delightful collection of smaller still life
pictures.
But portrait painters need subjects.
Between major commissions, they refine their
craft by painting themselves, their family and
friends. It was clear to us that this residency
could be a wonderful opportunity for Andrew
to meet a group of very interesting sitters,
and for Masters in turn to have their portraits
done by an outstanding artist.
Given the constraints of time in a school
term, we decided that the most practical
format was a small-scale oil sketch which
could be completed in two or three sittings
and a total of five or six hours each. The first
half-a-dozen of these were scheduled even
before Andrew’s arrival, and the rest arose as
Andrew met more Masters in the Common
Room, often over morning tea.
The first sitting would be devoted to a
sketch executed in Burnt Umber directly onto
a board underpainted in a light off-white tint.
Without any drawing in a conventional sense
and only a pattern of shadows, the features
of the sitter took shape remarkably vividly.
A second and third sitting would usually be
required to complete the portrait in colour.
Through all this, conversations were shared,
friendships were formed, and Andrew
became more than any previous Art Fellow a
real member of the College Street community.

‘It was clear to us that this residency could be
a wonderful opportunity for Andrew to meet
a group of very interesting sitters, and for
Masters in turn to have their portraits done by
an outstanding artist.’
Anthony Gibbins
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Alan Dearn

Dale Miles

Bernadette Mansfield

The editor submits himself to the boys’ scrutiny

Frank Amati

Nick Vines

Jack Collee (V)

Nathan Bottomley

Andrew Bonneau with Garth Russell

Rollo Hesketh
Andrew Bonneau (left) with Isaac Spigelman (V)

Trinh Loi

Sian Evans
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Summer sport
I

n the GPS cricket competition, the 1st
XI had excellent wins over High and
Newington and finished equal sixth due to
inconsistent performances overall. The 2nd XI
finished fifth with similar results across the
board. Pleasingly, the number of boys playing
cricket remains consistent with the club
fielding seventeen teams in all. The
junior program is strong with up to a
hundred boys attending the Ball and Boy
sessions at Edgecliff. The undefeated 14As
were the most successful team. Melbourne
Grammar won both the Tri-Grammar series
and ‘The Bat’.
Following a hugely successful tour of USA
(see article on page 35) the 2016/17 season
saw basketball grow to higher levels with 39
teams and many new coaches appointed to
assist with the growing demand. The Under
13s were the most successful age group closely
followed by both the Under 15s and Under
16s who both achieved a 50 per cent win/
loss ratio out of 130 games played. Significant
highlights of the season were the 15A team’s
success in the King’s Cup against all the
New South Wales Associations. Grammar
won the Plate Cup against a strong Central
Coast Grammar in the final, whilst the 2nds
defeated Scots in the final of the Trinity Cup.
The junior Boatshed had one of the largest
intakes of boys in recent years. They raced
competitively against some strong opposition,
especially in the second half of the season.
Special mention should be made of the Year 8
5th Quad who placed first, thus gaining their
silver oars, at the Riverview Gold Cup regatta.
A high injury rate amongst other factors made
for a challenging season for the seniors but all
crews showed great determination, spirit and
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Swimming photos courtesy: Paul Seiser

Sportsmaster, Michael Curran, reflects on yet another busy season of summer sport.

Words: Michael Curran, Sportsmaster

camaraderie throughout and all of them achieved their fastest times
at the Head of the River regatta. Particularly pleasing was the exciting
win by the 3rd VIII, coached by Peter Stroud.
The loss of experienced players from last year and the challenges
of consistently heavy rain proved to be major obstacles for the senior
tennis teams. Nonetheless, we did see some excellent matches. Younger
players such as Jeffrey Tse and Cian Bowes played up into the Open
competition teams as did Max Robinson and Emmanuel Issa, who
found themselves playing at senior level for most of the season. The
Firsts match against St Joseph’s College was particularly noteworthy,
with Yuta Ito and Evan Leung winning their doubles match in a super
tie-break (10-8), and Niwan Tillekeratne winning his singles (7-6, 6-2).
Our younger age groups are continuing to show excellent potential,
particularly the Under 16s and Under 14s.
In swimming it has been extremely pleasing to see boys using early
morning training sessions and carnivals as means to improve their
times. The synergy within the team itself is also something to be proud
of. It was another successful year for our Intermediate team who
finished fourth in the final GPS table. Eight boys were selected in the
GPS team for the Combined Independent Schools competition.
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Grammar was a boarding school?
Archivist Bridget Minatel marks the ninetieth anniversary of the opening of Grammar’s School
House, at Rathven in St Mark’s Road, Randwick.

T

his year marks the ninetieth anniversary of the opening of
Grammar’s first and only boarding facility – known simply as
‘School House’. It was established in 1927 to fulfil the need for the
growing number of boys from regional NSW and interstate, with
previous boarding arrangements with Masters no longer proving
economically sustainable (see ‘The First Boarders’ in SGS No. 4, Summer
2016).
Rathven, the property at which School House was situated, was
an impressive six-bedroom, six-bathroom Italianate colonial villa in
St Mark’s Road, Randwick, built by the colonial carpenter George
Raffan after his arrival from Scotland in 1874. Rathven operated as
the boarding house for Grammar until 1976, when, due to dwindling
numbers and increased operational costs, it was running at a
considerable loss for the School.
After some initial renovations, School House provided comfortable
accommodation for up to 60 boys. The age of boarders ranged from
10 to 18 years, with St Ives Prep establishing a boarding facility for
primary-aged pupils from 1954 until the end of 1970. Under the
direction of the Housemaster, the Captain of the House and his Prefects
supervised the general activities with limited authority on matters of
discipline.
The Old Sydneians’ Union played a large role in the establishment of
School House, as well as the Headmaster HS Dettmann who strongly
believed in its existence. During its initial years, enrolments rose to 34
in 1929 and then increased to 41 in 1930 the majority being country
boys. The House developed its own distinct identity and had a very
positive impact upon the School.
There was no shortage of activities to occupy the boarders; House
dances with girls from St Catherine’s and Kambala were introduced.

Boarders at the Head of the River with totem pole, 1955
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School House theatrical production, 1940s

Photographic and Dramatic Societies were formed and tennis and
boxing tournaments arranged. Debates, concerts and lantern lectures
were a feature of Saturday evenings, with swimming at Clovelly or
Coogee also taking place on weekends. Gymnastics displays were
occasionally given, and a billiards table kept boys entertained for
hours. On about two evenings each year there were plays written and
acted by the boys themselves. In harder times, boys were asked to
‘assist the housekeeping economy’ with chores such as dishwashing
and maintaining the vegetable garden. ‘Laundry parade’, where all
dirty bed linen and clothing were handed in for their routine weekly
wash, was a long-standing ritual.
Another traditional event was the running of the Rowing totem
pole into College Street by the Sixth Form. In 1976 (the last year of
operation), two poles were carried instead of the usual one, and were
thrown frivolously into the Nepean River
afterwards. The Sun newspaper and ABC
television were to make news of the event, but
as it was pouring with rain, presumed the run
was off. The boys, however, still keenly ran.
During its ninety year existence around
1,034 boys attended the House, including
Prime Minister, Malcolm Turnbull. At
any given time there were between 25 to
60 boarders, constituting a very cohesive
and somewhat exclusive group within the
School. As Paul Mathers (OS 1967) says, ‘the
experience of attending Grammar as a boarder
was confined to a select few…A few loathed
the place, but I’m certain that, despite the
discipline of boarding school life, the majority
look back on the experience with considerable
affection.’
In 1979, before the Trustees had sold the
property, it was heritage-listed after residential
apartments had been proposed for the site. In
2013 it sold for almost 9 million dollars – just a
touch more than the 15,000 pounds paid by the
Trustees back in 1926!

Boarders off to College School outside ‘Rathven’ – Photo by Max Dupain

As numbers declined in the House, boys had their very own study cubicle – Photo by Max Dupain, 1967
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Hugh Jeremy
(OS 2007)
Accountant, techie, creator of
YouTube video games
USA

Postcards
We hear from seven more Old Sydneians making their mark
at home and abroad.

Grammar, UNSW, KPMG, YouTube. One
of these things is not like the others. I went
from KPMG accountant to San Francisco
techie via the creation of a YouTube
channel.
The world offers a great many paths
for us to take. Those paths aren’t always
obvious, and in many cases haven’t
yet been forged. Earning a Bachelor
of Commerce and working at a ‘Big 4’
accounting firm were both obvious career
choices. Waking at 4am each day to create
YouTube videos of video games? Not so
much.
Fast forward a few years: I don’t have a
formal job title. I choose where on Earth
I work, on what, and when. On any given
day I might be writing software, soldering
a sensor to a circuit board, hosting a video
game tournament, or setting up a satellite
connection for a sustainable farming
project (https://thornleighfarm.com). I fly
so much my head is not just figuratively,
but also literally in the clouds. This is
tremendous, life-affirming fun.
The present pace of technological
change is astounding, the potential for
creativity practically unbounded. A young
man emerging from Big School today
stands before a pool of opportunity of
tremendous depth and breadth. If you
are that young man, I implore you to
learn as fast as you can. About anything.
Everything. Approach this world with
endless, ferocious, determined curiosity.
Look beyond traditional careers, workplace
structures, and ways of thinking and ask
not what path you should take, but what
new path you could forge.

Hugh Jeremy at the microphone
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Jack Hawkins (OS 2004)

Piero Pignatti-Morano
(OS 2005)

Jonathan Bryant (OS 1987)

Architect

Two Chaps Café and Bakery,
Marrickville

Heritage architect

Sydney

Sydney

Sydney

My time at
Grammar, in
particular studying
Visual Arts
and Design and
Technology under
Mark Wilde and
Merrick Russell,
Jack Hawkins
led to my interest
in architecture and helped me to decide early
on to pursue a career in design. I graduated
with a Master’s degree in Architecture from
Sydney University in 2010.
In 2016 I was fortunate enough to
be awarded a Byera Hadley Travelling
Scholarship which promotes travel and
research on cities and communities around
the world. Recipients then return to share
their research with colleagues, councils and
communities. My study took me to Colombia,
Brazil, South Africa and India and reinforced
my belief in architecture’s ability to change
people’s lives for the better.
On my travels, I looked at current and
prospective strategies for upgrading informal
settlements (slums, townships, favelas, and
barrios de invasión). The bulk of the planet’s
urban housing and landscape is conceived,
designed and built outside the framework
of conventional architectural practice. The
emergence of the informal city presents an
urgent call to action for architects. Informal
settlements are highly complex self-organized
communities and solutions to the challenges
they present cannot be generic. I was lucky
enough to spend nine months visiting
various informal communities and discuss
some of the initiatives being instigated by
architects, politicians, urbanists and most
importantly communities themselves.
My report addressed the social, political,
economic and spatial characteristics of
self-built neighbourhoods in disadvantaged
communities which need urgent
improvement and also identified qualities
which might be retained as development
occurs.
My experiences overseas helped me reimagine architects of the future as designers
of not simply buildings but also social,
political and economic systems – a direction
which is slowly becoming more prominent
within the profession.

Although the memory is little hazy, I do
recall a busy last year at Sydney Grammar
filled with the anxiety of impending exams
and deadlines for major works as well as a
growing excitement about things to come.
I remember reading through the university
course listings picking things at random that
seemed a little too serious for me, finally
landing on something more plausible – a
business degree at UTS – a workhorse degree
that wouldn’t dominate my schedule for the
next three years and possibly help with some
ideas I was already hatching.
After an energising few years juggling
university and running my first small
business, I took almost two years to travel,
working and studying various bits and pieces
along the way. When I returned to Sydney
I joined a friend in a small wholesale food
startup supplying tea. This soon included
coffee which we roasted ourselves and then
morphed into a small shop where you could
consume the tea and coffee and various
breads and pastries which I was trying my
hand at after being donated a tired old baker’s
oven. My childhood experiences producing
large volumes of hand-made pasta for my
parents’ dinner parties proved a useful
inspiration for all that was to come.
Three hard years in, the business has
become a busy marketplace for a like-minded
community who come to consume the from
scratch, seasonal offering and to observe the
intense team energy behind it.

By the time I left Grammar I knew that I
wanted to study architecture. After six mindexpanding years at the University of Sydney
and two honours degrees, I started my career
in architecture and design. In my mid-thirties
it hit me that I was happiest working on
historic buildings. I returned to the University
of Sydney to study for a Masters in Heritage
Conservation and have worked in the field of
heritage architecture ever since.
Heritage conservation is about memory,
place and orientation in a world of flux.
My work focuses on securing the past
and managing change to the important
architectural signposts in our shared urban and
rural landscapes. People require continuity and
communities can go into cultural stress when
significant and beloved places are destroyed or
carelessly altered.
I have had the great pleasure of being
the heritage consultant on some of the most
significant heritage buildings in the state,
including the QVB, the Strand Arcade, the
Sydney Harbour Bridge, the Sydney Water
Head Office and the State Theatre.
Several of my projects have won awards but
I am most proud of the Australian Institute
of Architects’ Francis Greenway Award for
Heritage Architecture Creative Adaptation (the
Institute’s most prestigious award for heritage
conservation) for my work on the upper levels
of the Gowings and State Theatre Buildings,
which have become the QT Hotel, Sydney. This
project demonstrates the successful meeting of
contemporary heritage practice, architecture
and interior design. I am currently working
on the ANZAC Memorial Centenary Project
and on the conservation of the historic Lands
and Education
Buildings in
Bridge Street and
their adaptation
for use as a major
hotel.
Seneca the
Younger said
‘luck is what
happens when
preparation meets
opportunity’. I
consider myself
very lucky.

Piero Pignatti-Morano

Jonathan Bryant
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Sam Lipman (OS 1991)

Arthur Garthon (OS 1947)

Martin Bernhaut (OS 2004)

Composer and musician

Collector of vintage cars

Legal Aid solicitor

USA

Estella, NSW

Sydney

One of the best things about Grammar is
its support of the arts. For most, a career in
the arts seems unfeasible, but so many of my
teachers encouraged me.
After finishing school in 1991 and a short
stint at Sydney Conservatorium, I pursued
jazz music in NYC and toured with Kurt
Rosenwinkel and Barney McAll. After eight
years of jazz, I moved to Austin, Texas where
my career extended to the rock world as well
as orchestrating national TV commercials
and touring with Shearwater.
While working on a Master of Music
composition over the last few years, I have
received several commissions, including a
film score for Southwest of Salem, a social
justice documentary that has since won over
twenty international awards, and landed one
of my songs on the shortlist for an Oscar. This
July I’ll be travelling to Princeton University
to work with JoAnna Falleta and Steven
Mackey in preparations of my Song of the
Bhagavan, to be performed by the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra.
Looking back, I realize what an incredible
opportunity it was to attend a school with
such a rich music program as Grammar’s,
where we heard top-notch ensembles play
frequently in assembly. In particular I
remember fondly our headmaster Alastair
Mackerras (or ‘Mango’, as we called him), and
all the encouragement he gave us towards the
arts – such a deep reverence for orchestral
music really shaped me as a composer.

I have thoroughly enjoyed ‘my life with cars’.
On leaving school my first vintage car was
a 1920 14/40 Vauxhall tourer costing £400.
This was used for several camping trips to the
Blue Mountains and the Colo River with four
old school mates.
I was granted an automotive
apprenticeship in a family business at
Blakehurst and I began technical training
at St George College. I worked for myself
for a time and then, in 1958, I was offered
the Rover/Land Rover franchise, followed
by Range Rover, and moved the business to
my father’s (then empty) produce and fuel
store. I taught evening classes in automobile
maintenance at St George Technical College
for two years.
In 1953 I purchased a 1912 Delahaye tourer
from a builder in Newtown which I restored
over time. I still own this car and it has been
used for numerous weddings over the years.
It is the only model in Australia with another
two in Aberdeen (Scotland) and Slough
(England).
A 1905 Rover was bought in 1965
and restored at my business premises in
Penshurst. This single cylinder 6HP is the
oldest Rover in Australia and was driven
annually in the Veteran Car Rally to the Blue
Mountains, as was the Delahaye. (By then my
son Malcolm was old car-inclined and still is.)
My final purchase was a 1918 Crossley tourer.
These cars were manufactured in Manchester
(England) exclusively for the Royal Flying
Corps and were stationed mainly in France
until war’s end. It is a large car with a 4.5 litre
motor and a four-speed gearbox. There exist
photos of the cars being used in France with
dual wheels fitted to the rear axle to help cope
with the muddy conditions.

I lost my way a bit after leaving school. For
the first few years of my Arts/Law degree
at Sydney University I coasted through and
didn’t make the most of my opportunities.
I think I found it difficult to adjust to
university life, which didn’t provide anything
like the level of infrastructure and support I
was used to at Grammar.
My life and career trajectory completely
changed towards the end of my law degree,
when I successfully applied for a job as
Tipstaff to Justice Ian Harrison at the
NSW Supreme Court. Justice Harrison
was a wonderful mentor and helped me
to recognise my driving passion for social
justice. I enjoyed my time with him so
much that I stayed for two years, gaining a
particular fascination for the criminal law
and its complex characters and narratives.
Since leaving the court I have worked
for more than four years as a solicitor
at Legal Aid NSW, which provides legal
services to disadvantaged people across
the State. Initially I worked in family law
and child protection in Parramatta, but
for the past three or so years I have worked
in the criminal law division in the CBD.
In my current position, I represent clients
charged with the most serious crimes,
including murder, manslaughter, armed
robbery, corruption, sexual assault and drug
importation.
There’s never a dull day. Most of my clients
have experienced difficulties
I can only imagine, and
I’m grateful for the daily
opportunities my job
provides me to contribute
in some small way to their
lives. I’ve also started an
interview podcast,
‘Chapter and Verse’, with
the first episode
coming shortly!

Martin
Bernhaut

Sam Lipman
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1905 Rover, single cylinder 6HP

The Grammar Museum
Sydney Grammar’s story is as long as it is rich. Our new Museum brings the voices, documents and
objects from the past back to life, as Archivist Bridget Minatel reports.

F

rom the inauguration of Sydney
University in 1852 in what we now know
as Big School, to the rapid developments in
educational standards during AB Weigall’s
headmastership between 1867–1912, and
the School’s centenary celebrations at the
Sydney Town Hall in 1957, there are many
significant moments in the School’s history
documented within its Archives. Now they
have a permanent home in the new Archives
Museum.
The current display follows a loose
chronology of the School, starting with the
Sydney Free Public Grammar School and its
colonial rogue Headmaster, LH Halloran,
right up to the construction of the John
Vallance Hall. Visitors to the museum can see
how the School’s coat of arms has developed
as well as numerous items the crest has
adorned. Examples of school uniforms and
sports attire over the years are on display
as well as miscellaneous items from the
Old Sydneians’ Union and other School
associations.
An original hand-drawn plan of the
College Street façade by colonial architect
James Barnet in 1864 is a highlight. It clearly
depicts the intended front portico, unrealised
at the time due to lack of funds, but added
nearly 150 years later in 2002 under the
initiative of Headmaster John Vallance.

Sport over the years

History of the black and gold

The first of four volumes of Grammar’s
original enrolment register, known as the
Liber Nominum or ‘Book of Names’ are
prominently displayed. Since the School’s
infancy boys’ names have been entered in this
book, initially in the beautiful copperplate
script of the Registrar, now in the (very
varied!) handwriting of the boys themselves.
These days, the boys sign again at the end of
Sixth Form.
Drawers below the display cabinets
contain, amongst other things, objects found

during archaeological digs under the site
of the portico and the Sergeant’s Lodge, an
historic building that stood on the Stanley
Street border of the School from 1857–1980.
Visitors should allow time to browse through
the various publications relating to the
School, photo and newspaper albums as
well as digital content such as Old Sydneian
oral histories and a Flickr photo stream –
all while sitting on one of the old wooden
benches formerly in Big School, and familiar
to generations of detention attendees!

Examples of School uniform

Archaeological finds from beneath the portico

The Museum is open Monday to Friday, 9.00am to 4.30pm – everyone is welcome
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The ties that bind
Old Sydneians continue to get together, wherever they are in the world!

1948 & ’49 LEAVERS

MELBOURNE

The annual lunch for 1948 and 1949 Leavers
was held at the Greenwood Hotel, North
Sydney on Wednesday 7 December. John
Barnett (OS 1948) has supplied the photo
below of the Cadet Corps Band at the Anzac
Day March 1948.

A dinner for Old Boys living in and
around Melbourne was held on
Wednesday 12 October at Ciao Cielo
Restaurant, Port Melbourne, hosted by
Tony Johnston (OS 1955).

Old Boys reuniting...
1945, ’46 & ’47 LEAVERS
A large group of 1945, 1946 and 1947 Leavers
gathered for their annual lunch on Friday
18 November in the Wallace King Room at
College Street. Special guest speaker was Jim
Cattlin (OS 1961) who spoke about his book,
A Continuing Tradition: MGS vs SGS Since
1878.

1945, 1946 and 1947 Leavers

SGS Cadet Corps Band 1948

Old Boys farewell Dr Malpass from UK

1945, 1946 and 1947 Leavers enjoying lunch

The evening’s host Ben Goodwin (OS 1997)
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On Monday 6 March, fifteen Old Sydneians gathered at The Royal Air Force Club,
Piccadilly, London to farewell the incoming Headmaster, Dr Richard Malpass (OS 1994).
Our host Ben Goodwin (OS 1997) 2IC IX(B) Squadron RAF, soon to be deployed to
Cyprus flying Tornadoes on missions over Syria and Iraq, spoke briefly about his
extraordinary job. The youngest Old Boy in attendance, Henry Sasse (OS 2015), spoke
energetically about his time at College Street. Our Honorary President, Adrian Jack,
proposed a toast to the School and its incoming Headmaster who then delivered a most
entertaining talk on links between the UK and Grammar’s previous Headmasters, and
also touched upon his views on running the School. All Old Sydneians here wish him well.

Incoming Headmaster, Dr Richard Malpass (OS 1994)

Left to right: Brothers Antony, Christopher and Adrian Jack

1950, ’51 & ’52 LEAVERS LUNCH
Thirty-one Old Boys 1950, 1951 and 1952
Leavers met for lunch on Friday 4 November
at Weigall Pavilion. The group’s 2017 lunch
will be held on Friday 27 October. Pictured
(left to right) are the organising committee:
John Edwards (OS 1951), Warren Walker, Tony
Lister, Ken Turner and Don Middleton (all OS
1952). Absent: John Wood (OS 1950).

30-YEAR REUNION

45-YEAR REUNION
Drinks to celebrate the 45th anniversary
reunion of the 1971 Leavers was organised
by Sam Lamond (pictured below left with
John Goodare and David Grinston) on
Saturday 19 November at the Royal Oak
Hotel, Double Bay.

A well-attended and highly successful 30-year
reunion dinner for 1986 Leavers (pictured
above) was held at Wolfies Grill, The Rocks on
Wednesday 21 December. More than eighty
attended, including Old Boys from the UK,
Hong Kong, Japan, Singapore, Amsterdam,
Los Angeles and the Czech Republic! The
organiser was Steve Hing.

15-YEAR REUNION
Rob Chiu organised the 2001 Leavers to
celebrate their 15th anniversary on Friday 23
December at the Phoenix Hotel, Woollahra.

10-YEAR REUNION
Reunion drinks for the 2006 Leavers were
organised by Michael Frazis at the Cyren Bar,
Darling Harbour on 27 December.

5-YEAR REUNION
2011 Leavers were rounded up by Sam
Watson, Ethan Atkins, Phil Jameson, Charlie
Mazzochi, Will Sullivan and Alex Klimt for their
5-year reunion drinks at the Bellevue Hotel,
Paddington on Saturday 17 December.

Old Sydneians honoured
We congratulate the following Old Boys
who were named in the 2017 Australia
Day Honours list.
Member (AM) in the General Division:
Dr Stephen R Bradshaw AM (OS 1974)
– Canberra
For significant service to medicine as a
vascular surgeon, to health practitioner
regulation, and to medical education.
Medal (OAM) of the Order of Australia
in the General Division:
CMDR Kenneth M Barnett RAN (Ret’d)
OAM (OS 1946) – Bateau Bay NSW
For service to veterans and their families.
Associate Professor Gary E Richardson
OAM (OS 1975) – Melbourne VIC
For service to medicine, particularly in the
area of oncology.
Mr Charles G Wade OAM (OS 1945) –
Darling Point NSW
For service to the community through a
range of volunteer roles.

1978 LEAVERS LUNCH
The annual lively ‘Alligator’ lunch for 1978
Leavers, organised by Kymbal Dunne,
was held on Friday 11 November at the
Tattersalls Club, Elizabeth Street.
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